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Greater New Mexico: Editor's Note

ROBERT HIMMERICH Y VALENCIA

It is January 1993 and the New Mexico Historical Review starts its sixtyeighth'year of uninterrupted publication. A new year, a new volume,
and a time to reaffirm the editorial direction of the founders of this
journal. Editor emeritus Eleanor B. Adams most succinctly stated the
philosophy of the New Mexico Historical Review in 1973 as follows:
A quarterly journal for the publication of legitimate historical material for New Mexico and regional interest, including scholarly
articles, documents, bibliographies, and book reviews. Geographically, the region comprises the area of the Spanish Colonial Viceroyalty of New Spam north from Mexico City. This does not exclude
the publication of materi~l deemed relevant to the general background and understanding of this region even though not dealing
specifically with it.
'
,
Former editor Richard W. Etulain further qualified the direction of the
journal by proclaiming: "
The journal's primary interests include the Spanish Colonial viceroyalty, Spanish exploration, and Spanish colonization north of
Mexico City; 'northern Mexican provinces to 1848; territorial and
, statehood of New Mexico; and all peripheral material deemed relevant to an understanding of these regions.
1
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These statements are endorsed and further refined as follows:
The New Mexico Historical Review is a quarterly journal dedicated
to publishing the history of the early and present region of New
Mexico. This area, graphically presented in the accompanying map,
includes territories explored and settled over the past four hundred
years under Spanish, Mexican, and United States aegis. Of equal
importance are the interpretations of pre-European indigenous
populations, studies treating the Spanish Colonial viceroyalty north
of Mexico City, and other material central to understanding greater
New Mexico.
No territorial designs are intended or advocated by this editor, but
rather the intention is to elicit essays that reflect the evolution of New
Mexico over the centuries.
.

The History of Seventeenth-Century
New Mexico: Is It Time for
New Interpretations?
WILLIAM H. BROUGHTON

New Mexico has one of the oldest, most colorful, and continuously
documented histories of any American state. Yet compared to a state
like Massachusetts, New Mexico's history, particularly that of the colonial era, has received relatively little attention. The works of only a
handful of scholars compose the historiography of Spanish New Mexico. I And if one focuses on, the period following Onate's entrada to the
1680 Pueblo Revolt, the name of only one scholar, France V. Scholes,
predominates. Is continued reliance on Scholes sufficient, or are fresh
interpretations of New Mexico's seventeenth century based on new
scholarship in order?
Trained at Harvard, Scholes spent five decades at the University
William R Broughton is a doctoral candidate in history at the University of New
Mexico, He is writing a dissertation about Francisco Rendon, the Spanish intendant of
Louisiana in the years 1794-1796. Broughton has served as a research historian for the
Spanish Colonial Research Center, and is presently helping to create a comprehensive
index on electronic format for the New Mexico Historical Review.
1. A list of both pioneer and modem scholars might include Hubert Howe Bancroft,
Adolf F. and Fanny Bandelier, Ralph E. Twitchell, France V. Scholes, Herbert E. Bolton,
George P. Hammond, Agapito Rey, Charles W. Hackett, Jose M. Espinosa, Lansing B.
Bloom, Eleanor B, Adams, Fray Angelico Chavez, Oakah L Jones, John Kessell, Joseph
P. Sanchez, and, especially, Marc Simmons, Although admittedly incomplete, this list
. is minuscule compared to that of the scholars of colonial New England.
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France V. Scholes, 1977. Photograph courtesy of Jake Spidle.

of New Mexico, writing, teaching, and 'as an administrator. His students number among the most distinguished scholars of the history
of New Spain. Scholes' forte, however, was archival research and the
collection. of documents. He spent years in the archives of Spain and
Mexico, examining, transcribing, and with his colleagues, Lansing B.
Bloom and Eleanor B. Adams, photographing Spanish colonial documents. Largely as a result of their efforts, the library of the University
of New Mexico contains in excess of one million pages of documents
reproduced as photographs or on microfilm.
One of Scholes' major interests was the periphery' of New Spain,
especially the Yucatan and New Mexico regions. With Eleanor B. Adams
and the brilliant Mexican scholar J. Ignacio Rubio Mane, Scholes wrote
several important works dealing with Yucatan. 2 It is for his writings
2. For example, see France V. Scholes, C. R. Menendez, J. Ignacio Rubio Mane,
and E. B. Adams, Documen/os para Ia his/aria de Yucatan, 3 vols. (Merida: Compania
tipografica Yucateca, 1936).
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about seventeenth-century ~ew Mexico, however, that Scholes is best
known. He was a frequent contributor to the New Mexico Historical
Review, publishing over thirty articles between 1928 and 1975, as well
as several books based on those articles. His work was of such influence
that he became known as the authority on seventeenth-century New
Mexico, virtually overshadowing everyone else. Almost all current bib-'
liographies still cite Scholes as the major, if not the only, authority for
that period.
'
Scholes' work will be the chief source material this article will use
to judge whether his domination of the historiography is still appropriate. Not only his articles but also some of the notes, manuscripts,
drafts, transcriptions, and photocopies contained in the collection of
his personal papers presently in the library of the University of New
Me'Sico are of interest. 3 It is important to keep in mind that the accuracy
of Scholes' work is not being challenged. The question is simply whether '
different concepts of seventeenth-century New Mexico can.be attained
by looking at old material from a new perspective. Concomitant with
this goal is a critical examination of Scholes' interpretations and terminology.
. Most noteworthy to the scholar is Scholes' interpretation of seventeenth-century New Mexican society as a continuous struggle between a corrupt and avariciou~ civil government and a merciful and
beneficent Church. This theme, found throughout his works, is the
subject of one of his most important articles, "Church and State in
New Mexico, 1610-1650."4 Two examples from that work illustrate how
Scholes portrayed the colonial governors of New Mexico as evil and
greedy straw men for the faithful friars to resist and defeat in the
interest of protecting the exploited Indians: "Friar Peinado was a saintly
person thoroughly devoted to the task of saving souls, and under his
inspiring leadership as prelate notable progress was made ... ," while
on the other hand Governor Juan de Eulate "was a petulant, tactless,
irreverent soldier whose actions were inspired by open contempt for
the church.... Like most of the governors of New Mexico in the
3. The collection of Scholes' private papers held by the University of New Mexico
has been partially catalogued as an undertaking of the Spanish Colonial Research Center,
a joint project of the National Park Service and the University of New Mexico. In referring
to specific documents from the Scholes collection in this article, the index reference
number assigned by the cataloguing project will be used for identification. The numbers
refer to box, folder, document, and pages within the document.
4. France V. Scholes, "Church and State in New Mexico, 1610-1650," New Mexico
Historical Review 11 (January 1936), 9-76; (April 1936), 145-78; (July 1936), 283-94; (October 1936), 297-349; and New Mexico Historical Review 12 (January 1937), 78-106,

'.~'

\.

6

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1993

seventeenth century, he regarded his appointment as an opportunity
for personal profit."s In another work Scholes claimed that "[Governor
Bernard L6pez de Mendizabal), like all his predecessors, was inspired by
consuming self-interest" [emphasis mine).6
'
To the reader of Scholes' works it is clear that he chose to interpret
seventeenth-century New Mexican history as rooted in conflict between
the Spanish colonial government and the Church. He also chose to
view the colonial governors and their aides as self-serving exploiters
of the Indians, almost as bandits who spent their terms in office pillaging the helpless province while ignoring the needs of government.
In doing so, Scholes came down solidly and not very subtly on the
side of the Franciscan friars, whom he saw as devout clergymen, honestly concerned about the welfare of the Indians. But was Scholes
justified in taking such a biased position?
In the copies of Spanish documents relating to the establishment
of the government of Nuevo Mexico found in Scholes' private papers,
it becomes manifest that the settlement of New Mexico was not a
haphazard affair, but one carefully and formally executed under the
existing Ordinances for New Discoveries.? Both don Juan de Onate
and his successor, don Pedro de Peralta, were under specific instructions to found settlements, appoint officials, grant lands, assess taxes,
and do all the things necessary to establish permanent government.
Don Pedro was ordered to found the village that ultimately became
Santa Fe, to elect four regidores and two alcaldes ordinarios, and to have
the cabildo elect an alguacil and an escribano of the cabildo. As governor,
don Pedro was to have sole authority over the Indians with authority
to collect tribute and to encomendarthe Indians. 8
It is evident that the government of New Mexico was meant to be
properly and legally organized as Cl:n extension of the viceregal government of New Spain. The governor had wide civil, military, and
juridical powers, and as a representative of the viceroy, the vice patron
of the king for ecclesiastical matters, the governor was also responsible
for church matters. It was certainly not the sort of ad hoc government
that one associates with the American frontier. The governors' powers
were specific, not arbitrary as Scholes implies. Scholes often repeats
one of the most common complaints of the friars: that the civil au5. Scholes, "Church and State," 29, 146.
6. France V. Scholes, "Troublous Times in New Mexico, 1659-1670," New Mexico
Historical Review 12 (April 1937), 162.
7. Scholes Collection, 7-13-5-1, 7-13-6-56, 7-13-7-10, and 7-13-28-22.
8. Scholes Collection, 7-13-19-7.
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thorities "interfered" with the Indians. It is plain that the governors'
instructions invested in them the precise authority to administer these '
matters, and in many respects it was the friars who were "interfering."
Interestingly, Scholes never explains the media anata to his readers and
the fact that the governors had to pay for their appointments to office.
That they were expected to use their offices to recoup their expenses
and to make a modest profit is nowhere to be found in Scholes' works.
The Church in New Mexico was as carefully structured as the civil
government, if not more so. The main difference between New Mexico
and the usual colonial experience was that there was no secular clergy
in New Mexico during the seventeenth century. All members of the
clergy were padres and [egos (priests and brothers) belonging to the
Order of Saint Francis and served under a rigorous constitution and
code of laws that addressed all aspects of their lives. 9 Although they
were ostensibly under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Durango after
1620, they normally communicated directly with the' superiors of their
order or with the Holy Office of the Inquisition in Mexico City. It should
be remembered that the Franciscans, while serving as the only representativesof the Spanish Church in New Mexico, served at the pleasure and the expense of the King ,of Spain, who was, in effect, the head,
of that Church.
The image, therefore, seems to be that of a colonial New Mexican
government that was quite similar to the institutions in place in the
rest of New Spain. If that is true, it means that there was no real
separation between "church" and "state" in New Mexico because both
were part of the same authoritative entity headed by the viceroy in
the name of the king. As two renowned scholars, James Lockhart and
Stuart B. Schwartz, have put it in discussing colonial Spanish America:
The entire official community, lega:I-governmental and ecclesiastic,
showed the attributes of Spanish American society and was caught
up in its workings. . . . Within this unity, there was no strong
ecclesiastical-governmental dichotomy.... One type of opposition was endemic. The archbishop (in lesser centers the bishop);
with his own court and circle, headed by a hierarchy and thus
was the inevitable opposite pole of the viceroy (in lesser centers
the governor). Persons alienated by the viceroy ran to the archbishop, and vice versa, and so it went through the centuries,
regardless of the individuals involved. The constant minor friction
ensuing was neither personal irritability nor church-state conflict. 10
9. Scholes Collection, 7-2-1-6.
10. James Lockhart and 'Stuart B. Schwartz, Early Latin America: A History of Colonial
Spanish America and Brazil (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983), 110-11.
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There is no reason to assume that the assertions of Lockhart and Schwartz
are not as applicable to New Mexico as to other regions of New Spain.
This is especially true if one recognizes that the Custodio of the Franciscans in New Mexico had episcopal authority as well, thus satisfying
exactly the bishop-versus-governor description.'
If both civil and ecclesiastical government in New Mexico were
formal and legitimate, following the pattern of the rest of New Spain,
and if that model provided a built-in rivalry between thegoyernor and
the bishop of any given area, why would Scholes choose to become
an advocate of the ecclesiastics and to denigrate the governors? One
can never be certain of the answer, but a contributing factor, other
than that his view reflects the scholarship of his day, might be found
in the documents that he used.
One common strategy that the clergy used in the squabbles with
the governors, as prevalent in Yucatan as in New Mexico, was to denounce them to the Holy Office of the Inquisition. ll Although more
often than not simply nuisances, the denunciations were legal processes that served to generate abundant quantities of documents, most
of which were retained in archives where they still exist. On the other
hand, many of the seventeenth-century records of New Mexico's governors and of the cabildo of Santa Fe were lost in 1680. This could
mean that Scholes had far easier access to ecclesiastical than civil documents. That this might be so can be seen in Scholes' private papers,
where documents generated by the Franciscans far outnumber civil
documents in the files presumably used as sources for articles.
It seems reasonable that if a great deal of Scholes' source material
was weighted against the governors, as the Franciscan documents most
definitely were,· then Scholes' writing might reflect that bias as well,
especially since few other scholars were willing to challenge his interpretations. Regardless of the cause, scores of examples of Scholes' proFranciscan bent exist in his works, giving them a special flavor. The
student who uses Scholes must be aware of this condition and make
the necessary adjustments.
Are there interpretations other than Scholes' rather black-or-white
explanation of seventeenth-eentury New Mexico? Using many of Scholes'
own documents, it is possible to arrive at an interpretation that better
corresponds with more recent scholarship. For example, from Scholes'
data an argument can be made that the Spanish colonial government
was fundamentally a fabric interwoven of its three main branches, the
11. For examples see Scholes Collection, 7-5-1-23, 7-11-1-33, 7-4-1-19, 7-7-1-15, 7-113-3, 7-6-1-38,7-10-1-20, 7-15-5-6, and 7-15-7-24.

WILLIAM H. BROUGHTON

9

civil government, the Church, and the judiciary, and, like any weave,
was dependent upon all three for its structural integrity. Although New
Mexico's remote location tended to reduce its government to the basics
needed on the frontier, the elemental requirements remained. In short,
it is as difficult to accept a Church-versus-state conflict in New Mexico
as in any other part of New Spain. What did exist in ample quantity
in New Mexico, however, is rivalry between dominant individuals who
possessed factional followings.
One reason for the factional nature of New Mexico's Church in
the seventeenth century is that the clergy was composed entirely of
members of the Order of Saint Francis; there was no secular clergy to
mitigate the power and influence of the friars. It was almost inevitable
that the Friars Minor of New Mexico would tend to assume the guise
of a faction with the Padre Custodio at its head. And, if the custodio
happened to be a strong, willful personality, such as padre fray Estevan
de Perea, and if the governor was of a like nature, as was don Juan
de Eulate, the stage is set for conflict. There is no need to make value
Judgments between these men, as Scholes was prone to do. Most of
/ them, governors as well as prelates, were capable, ~experienced leaders,
each with his own agenda
and each loyal "to his own faction.
i
,
It would be fascinating.to have more documentary evidence concerning the settlers, for they were a faction in their own right, but an
unfortunately sil~nt one a,t this distance in time. One can, however,
receive clues about the settlers from such oblique sources as denunciations arid testimony taken before the Inquisition. 12 Suc::h documents
hint that factionalism among settlers constantly changed alliances with
the governors and the Franciscans across,time. These documents also
. suggest the existence of an economic common denominator that promoted dissension in seventeenth-century New Mexico. All-settlers,
friars, and civil officials-were involved in'enterprises that utilized land
and Indian labor, and there is no reason to consider one party any
more or any less "exploitive" than the others. It seems highly possible
that the root cause of New Mexico's "troublous times" was economic
competition, probably in the form' of conflict over the monopolization
of Indian labor and grazing lands. Indeed, Scholes does give evidence
of large-scale ownership of liv:estock by the friars and their involvement
in a thriving export trade, somewhat tarnishing their mendicant irnage. 13
The resulting picture of seventeenth-century New Mexico demonstratesmore tints of gray and fewer portions of black or white. What
12. Scholes Collection, 7-11-1-33 and 7-10-i-20.
13. Scholes, "Troublous Times," 66-67 and "Civil Government," 110.

10

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1993

begins to emerge is a portrait reminiscent of the rest of New Spain's
periphery. One senses a society in which. intercourse and interdependence existed, of necessity, between its segments. The encomenderos and the friars doubtless relied on each other as much as they
were at variance with one another. The officials and the clerics probably
cooperated more than they disagreed. Unfortunately, what has been
written about that vital society too often conveys the flavor of contentiousness.
Criticism of Scholes' terminology can be seen as nitpicking, but it
goes hand and glove with questioning his interpretations. Scholes regularly used terms in his writing that students of colonial New Mexico
increasingly call into question today. For example, in "Civil Government and Society in New Mexico in the Seventeenth Century" he
writes, "if there was any difference between Spaniards and Creoles in
the beginning, it was rapidly wiped out, for the Spaniard had no chance
in'a community which received few recruits from the outside."14 Scholes
seems to imply that some sort of rivalry may have existed between
those settlers who were natives of Spain and those who were criollos,
but that it was minimized because of the special conditions in New
Mexico. In reality the documents give no hint of any such distinction
in seventeenth-century New Mexico. All the settlers were simply Spanish. Scholes was not wrong in what he wrote, but his usage tends to
suggest social conditions that probably did not exist.
Another term that Scholes used in a confusing way is soldier or
citizen-soldier. At times he used it interchangably with encomendero. Soldier is a term that should be examined in its original context, because
Scholes' usage gave it more of a military nuance than is generally
justified, particularly because a professional member of the military
was relatively rare in early New Mexico.· The confusion, one might
sugggest, may be in Scholes' literal translation of the word soldado that
appears frequently in the documents. For example, one of thedocuments in Scholes' private papers is a transcription of the contract between the Crown and don Pedro Ponce de Leon for the pacification
and settlement of New Mexico. The third item of the contract is don
Pedro's offer to "raise and gather three-hundred soldados to cultivate
the earth and raise livestock. ..."15 Other documents also refer to
"soldiers" as cultivators and herders. Clearly, the term soldado is not
14. France V. Scholes, "Civil Government and Society in New Mexico in the Seventeenth Century," New Mexico Historical Review 10 (April 1935), 97-98.
15, Scholes Collection, 7-13-6-56.
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always meant to signify an armed member of the military, but rather
someone who is on contract and is paid a salary.
Perhaps the term soldier should not be used at all in describing
early New Mexican society unless the individual is unquestionably a
professional soldier. In the cases above, it would seem that the word
settler might be a better translation. And, if one rereads Scholes and
substitutes settler, militiaman, officer, or encomendero at the appropriate places in lieu of soldier or citizen-soldier: the meaning of the
narrative changes and one receives a better understanding of what
Scholes is describing. When he writes, for example, that "in general,
the cabildo represented the soldier-citizen group, which was the dominant class in the community," we are not sure if he is referring to a
military cadre or an economic elite. 16 Adding to the confusion caused
by his apparently interchangable use of encomendero and soldier is
the fact that he also intermixes the term estanciero with the others.
Unfortunately he ever defines estanciero as the holder of a grant of
land, as opposed to the encomendero as the recipient of Indian tribute,
so the uninitiated reader remains unaware of the importance of the '
distinction between the two terms.
Bothersome to students of the seventeenth century is Scholes'
persistent use of the word mission to describe the religIOUS institutions
created by the Franciscan friars in New Mexico during that period. The
mission as an institution has a very specific meanin.g in colonial Latin
America and its attributes, especially that of "reducing" an indigenous
population for the purposes of proselytizing, indoctrination, and instruction,simply do not apply to the New Mexican situation in the
seventeenth century. The circumstances change in the eighteenth century and use of the term becomes as appropriate for New Mexico as
for other parts of New Spain's northern frontier.
As further evidence of Scholes' misuse of the term, misi6n or misionario never appear in. the documents he presumably used to help
prepare his.articles. Rather, doctrina and doctrinero are the designations
employed by the friars and seem mOre appropriate, for the words carry
the flavor of a parish church and more accurately reflect the reality of
the seventeenth-century Franciscans in New Mexico. Likewise, convento is used when referring to a' place or building, not mission church. 17
It is understandable that Scholes used the popular term mission when
16; Scholes, "Civil Government," 95.
17. As in Scholes Collection, 7-6-1-38. The Converito de la Concepcion del Pueblo
de Quarac [Quarail is mentioned, p. 12, and the Convento de San Francisco de Sandia,
p.18.

12

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1993

writing for a general audience in the 1930s and 1940s, but given the
preciseness of the rest of his church-related terminology, this vagueness
is unsettling, particularly because his usage has been followed by so
many others.
,
The answer to the question posed at the outset of this article is
yes, it is time that New Mexico's seventeenth century is reexamined.
This is not to belittle Scholes' enormous accomplishments. He remains
a giant and an innovator in New Mexico's historiography. His archival
work alone staggers the imagination and he justly deserves his scholarly reputation. Scholes' work, however, should not be the final word.
Too much remains unknown. New sources and methodologies have
appeared since Scholes was active and new perspectives have opened
vast unexplored fields of historical study. Not enough has been done
to apply these to colonial New Mexico. Scholes' labor should under no
circumstances be discarded, but new themes should be introduced to
expand, clarify, and enhance the work already accomplished.
In keeping with the promotion of colonial New Mexico as a field
of scholarly research, attention should be given to the magnificent
collection of Spanish colonial documents in the University of New
Mexico's library. The collection represents a rare resource, a scholarly
treasure. Yet after a half century, it still remains uncatalogued and
largely unknown. In addition, opportunities should be made for scholars, especially graduate students, to mine the potentially rich archival
sources in Mexico, such as the archives of Parral, Durango, and Guadalajara, to name just a few. Indeed, if we accept that the colonial
heritage of New Mexico is as fascinating and exciting as France Scholes
knew it to be, we should do all that we can to encourage a revival of
interest in its study. There is a story of a venerable professor, a recognized master in his field, who tells a graduate student to research
elsewhere, for he had already "done it all." This, of course, could never
be true, and clearly it could not be true of the history of New Mexico.
Despite the fact that we have been fortunate in receiving the contributions of fine scholars who have broken the trail, it is not unreasonable
to say that the study of the history of New Mexico is still in its infancy.

Pedro Rodriguez Cubero:
New Mexico's Reluctant Governor,
1697-1703
RICK HENDRICKS

On July 2, 1697, Pedro Rodriguez Cubero acceded to the governorship
of the province of New Mexico. 1 In so doing, he replaced the celebrated
reconqueror, Diego de Vargas. Because Vargas, through associates in
the viceregal capital, had tried in vain to block or circumscribe his
successor's appointment, 2 it is likely Rodriguez Cubero was prepared
to meet resistance from the man he was to replace. Vargas was reluctant
to step down because he felt, perhaps rightly so, that his services in
restoring New Mexico to' the crown were such that he was entitled to
reappointment or promotion. Whatever their predispositions toward
each other, their relationship soon became a vicious struggle that had
I

Rick Hendricks received a doctorate in Ibero-American Studies from the University
of New Mexico. He is an editor at the Vargas Project, and a research assistant professor
in the department of history at the University of New Mexico.
1. Cabildo of Santa Fe, Certification, Santa Fe, July 16; 1697, Archivo General de
'las Indias, Seville (AGI), Guadalajara 3:2.
2. Acting on Diego de Vargas' behalf, Francisco Dfaz de Tagle protested Rodriguez
Cubero's appointment to viceregal authorities: Vargas also attempted to keep the appointment from being put into effect. Documents' concerning Vargas' protest, Mexico
City, 1697, AGI, Guadalajara 141:22. Diego de Vargas to the Conde de Moctezuma, Santa
Fe, November 28, 1696, AGI, Guadalajara 141:20. Proceedings relating to 'Rodriguez
Cubero's appointment, March 7, 1697-Jarmary 26, 1699, Archivo ·General de ia Naci6n,
Mexico City (AGN), Provindas '1nternas, 36.
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repercussions from New Mexico to Mexico City to Madrid. As charges
and countercharges flew, the situation took an ominous turn. Vargas
was placed under house arrest from October 1697 until July 1700, when
,he left Santa Fe for Mexico City to defend himself in person. 3
The career of Diego de Vargas and many aspects of his personality
are known in considerable detail. The basic facts, at least from Vargas'the victor's---point of view, surrounding his bitter, protracted confrontation with Pedro Rodriguez Cubero are also part of the historical
record, as are his opinions on the matter. 4 Far less is known of Rodriguez Cubero. The aim of this study is to present new information
from recently discovered documents relating to Pedro and his career.
Perhaps they may shed some light on this important episode in New
Mexico's colonial past by revealing tnoreabout one of the principal
people involved. This should help explain why Vargas and Rodriguez
Cubero ha,d such an antagonistic relationship.
Rodriguez Cubero's birthplace, Huescar, was originally a predominantly Moorish settlement. It was given in encbmienda to Fadrique
de Toledo, the second Duque de Alba, after the fall of Granada in 1492.
Notoriously corrupt stewards administered the inhabitants, who openly
resented Fadrique. In 1563, the third duque~ Fernando Alvarez de
Toledo, visited Huescar, from which he expected to derive thirty thousand ducados in annual income, and found it on the verge of open
rebellion. The area was so isolated that he felt he could not be more
out of touch with events in Madrid if he were in Peru. 5 Parish records
indicate that many people were still identified as moriscos, or converted
Moors; and a surprising number of Moslems lived in Huescar in the
3. John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks, Meredith D. Dodge, Larry D. Miller, and Eleanor
B. Adams, eds., Remote Beyond Compare: Letters of don Diego de Vargas to His Family from
New Spain and New Mexico, 1675-1706 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1989), 66-67.
4. To date, no detailed study of this period has been published. J. Manuel Espinosa
provides an adequate summary of the major events that occurred during Rodriguez
Cubero's term of office in Crusaders of the RIO Grande: The Story of Don Diego de Vargas and
the Reconquest and Refounding of New Mexico (Chicago: InstitUte of Jesuit History, 1942),
341-53. Hubert Howe Bancroft's History of Arizona and New Mexico, 1530-1888 (Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace, 1962), 218-26, gives a useful capsule treatment of the Rodriguez Cubero years. Ralph Emerson Twitchell's The Leading Facts of New Mexica'n History,
5 vols. (Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace, 1963), 1:412-21, follows Bancroft closely, with
important additions from Adolphe Bandelier. Still unpublished, fray Silvestre velez de
Escalante's, Extracto de noticias, 1777-78, Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico, Mexico City
(BNM), 3:1 (19/397.1), offers unusual insight into Rodriguez Cubero's era.
5. William S. Maltby, Alba: A Biography of Fernando Alvarez de Toledo, Third Duke of
Alba, 1507-1582 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983), 6, 7, 108.
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late seventeenth century.6 The town clings to its fractious reputation;
it is proud to have been a lone Falangist outpost amid Republicans
during the Spanish Civil War and continues defiantly in opposition to
the soci~list government today.
Huescar lies on a broad plain rimmed to the eas( north, and west
by mountains in the southern Spanish province of Granada.? The climate is cold, and the community, which is open to the, south, is buffeted
by strong east and west winds such that there is a tradition of pulmonary disorders among inhabitants of the area. The 'terrain, where
cereal grains and grapes for wine are cultivated under irrigation, is
remarkably similar to the basin and range country of New Mexico.
There, in Herrera's magnificent Corinthian church of Santa Maria de
la Encarnacion,8 Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, who was to become New
Mexico's thirty-first royal governor, was baptized on July 29, 1656. 9
Though much of the Santa Maria parish archive was destroyed
during the Spanish Civil War, record of Pedro's birth to Antonio Rodriguez Cubero and Maria Gonzalez Sola survived. The diocesan archive
at Guadix also preserves sufficient genealogical material to trace the
family back a number of generations: on the paternal side, to one
grandfather; and 0rt the maternal, to one set of great-grandparents.
Among his forebears was his grandfather and namesake, don Pedro
Rodriguez Cubero.
The paterfamilias, don Pedro, was apparently a prosperous citizen
of Huescar. Relatively few men and women were identified in local
church records as don or dona as was don Pedro. It seems clear that
the use of the .honorific title was rather more discriminatingly applied
than in later times. Don Pedro would have needed a respectable income
just to provide for his family. With his first wife, Maria Bautista de
Zelaya, he had nine children, six boys and three girls. His second wife,
Clara Geronimo Laguna, bore him another four, three males and one
female. The last child born was Antonio Rodriguez Cubero. It is unclear
whether something happened to ruin his father's estate and status or
whether nothing much was left to the third son of a second wife, but
6. Index of Baptisms, 1539-1843, and Index of Marriages, 1565-1850, Santa Maria
de la Encarnacion parish, Huescar, Archivo Diocesano de Guadix, Granada, Spain (ADGH),
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Microfilm (LDS):330049.
7. Pascual Madoz, Diccionario geogrtifico-estadistico-hist6rico de Espana y sus posesiones
de ultramar (Madrid: P. Madoz y L. Sagasti, 1845-50), 9:348-49.
8. Juan de Herrera y Gutierrez de la Vega, one of Spain's outstanding architects
of the sixteenth century, supervised the construction of Santa Maria de la Encarnacion.
9. Register of Baptisms, Santa Maria de la Encarnacion parish, Huescar, Granada,
Spain, 1656.
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Father Francisco Domingo Loren, priest at Santa Maria de la Encarnacion parish
in Huescar, Granada, Spain, holding the Register of Baptisms for 1656, the
year in which Pedro Rodriguez Cubero was baptized. Photograph from the
author's collection.

Antonio neither styled himself don nor had many worldly riches when
he decided to marry.
In April 1653, Antonio signed a marriage contract with Ana de
Sola, widow of Pedro de Sola and mother of Maria. 10 The marriage
was hastily arranged, so much so that no formal dowry was offered
until after an assessment of the widow's estate could be prepared. In
the interim, her daughter, as firstborn child, would provide a dowry
of six hundred ducados in real estate and furniture. In addition, some
10. Ana de Sola and Antonio Rodriguez Cubero, Marriage contract, Huescar, April
16, 1653, Ilustre Colegio Notarial de Granada (lCN), Julian Vasquez, 1653.
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unspecified sum would come from patronages founded by her widowed cousins, Maria ,Martinez and Catarina Gonzalez. ll Antonio, in
turn, brought as arras, or groom's pledge, twenty-two hundred reales,
wh,ich represented the legally stipulated one-tenth of his estate. The
inventory of the couple's humble possessions included bedclothes, a
footstool, pillows, tablecloths, napkins, hemp cloth, chairs, a bed, a
table, tWo arrobas of wool; leather trunks, a caldron, pots, and candle
holders. 12
Little is known of Pedro's early years in Huescar., His father had
many brothers ·and sisters and half-brothers and -sisters, so Pedro had
uncles, auntS, and cousins living in town. Given the available information, it seems likely that his mother died giving birth to him. By
early 1657, his father had remarried. That year, Pedro's stepmother,
Maria de Flores, gave birth to Maria and in 1660 to Tomasa. Maria
married Juan de Sola, by whom she had Antonia Maria. Tomasa married Antonio de Sola Gallardo with whom she had a son in 1678. 13
Years later, Miguel Antonio Sola Cubero joined his uncle. Pedro in
distant New Mexico.
Although it has not been possible to pinpoint the date, at some
time in the late seventeenth century, the Rodriguez Cubero family left
Huescar, likely for the provincial capital, Granada. The printed service
record of a distant relative, Fr,ancisco Bernabe Rodriguez Cubero, 14
boasted of his relation to Pedro and indicated that the family was well
established in the city. His relatives were GentlE~men Shield Bearers of
the Hundred Lances and enjoyed the distinction of being able to use
the royal lodgings in the Alhambra.
On June 20, 1674, Pedro began his career in the royal service by
enlisting in the infantry of the Armada of the Ocean Sea as a common
soldier, a musketman. 15 That year, he sailed from the Catalonian coast
11. Mateo Martinez'Ronquillo, Nomination, Huescar, April 16, 1653, ICN, Julian
Vasquez, 1653.
12. Antonio Rodriguez Cubero, Provision of dowry and arras, Huescar, July 7, 1653,
ICN, Julian Vasquez, 1653.
13. Index of Baptisms, 1539-1843, and Index of Marriages, 1565-1850, Santa Maria
de la Encarnacion parish, ADGH, LDS:330049.
14. Francisco Bernabe Rodriguez Cubero, n.p., n.d., Service record, Archivo Historico Nacional, Madrid (AHN), Meritos y servicios.
15. Seventeenth-century Spanish armadas frequently included infantry in addition
to a ship's regular complement of seamen. The infantry had its own command structure,
headed by a captain of infantry of the armada under the general command of a ship:s
,captain. Rodriguez Cubero eventually rose to the rank of captain of infantry of the
Almada of the Ocean Sea. Hipolito Enriquez de Guzman, Memorial, Madrid, n.d., AGI,
Guadalajara 3:2. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Service record, Madrid, March 26,1689, AGI,
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to Sicily as part of the expedition sent to put down a rebellion in
Messina.
The revolt erupted when the governor of Messina, Luis del Hoyo,
tried to topple the local senate, which functioned much like an independent government within the Spanish empire. The governor attempted to incite the general populace to undermine the local nobility.
Despite factional fighting among the rebels, the Messineses managed
to capture most of the Spanish fortresses. Fearing the inevitable reprisal, they appealed to King Louis XIV of France for help. Spain in
turn requested and received assistance from the Netherlands. 16
Pedro was among the six hundred infantrymen under the command of Bernabe Alonso de Aguilar, who broke the siege of Scaletta,
which was within a day of capitulating to the rebels. From there the
troops went on to occupy San Placito and defeat the enemy at San Pier,
San Stefano, Pezzolo, and Meri. 17 The Spaniards then drove the Sicilians from fiercely defended Dromo.
Later in the campaign, Pedro embarked as an infantryman on the
galleon Nuestra Senora del Pilar de Zaragoza, the fleet admiral's ship, and
participated in three naval battles against the French. On February 12,
1675, the opposing fleets engaged from dawn to nightfall off Tumbaro
and Boccadifalco. On April 22, 1676, they clashed again in the Gulf of
Catania. These conflicts were inconclusive, but on June 2, in the port
of Palermo, disaster struck. Nuestra Senora del Pilar de Zaragoza was set
afire. The ship was lost, the valiant efforts of Pedro' and the other
seamen notwithstanding. Pedro escaped by swimming ashore, despite
being wounded twice. 18
When the Armada returned to Spain, Rodriguez Cubero was aboard.
Guadalajara 3:2. Francisco-Felipe Olesa Munido, Laorganizaci6n naval de los estados mediterraneos y en especial de Espana durante los siglos xvi y xvii (Madrid: Editorial Naval, 1968),
1:522-33; 2:837-65.
16. Modesto Lafuenta, Historia general de Espana desde los tiempos primitivos hasta la
muerte de Fernando VII (Barcelona: Montaner y Simon, 1890), 12:150,-60.
17. Enriquez de Guzman, acting for Rodriguez Cubero, had difficulty rendering
Sicilian place names. It has been impossible to identify definitively some, which have
been left as he recorded them. The events of the first several years of the Messina
campaign are detailed in a series of documents in the Museo Naval in Madrid, Spain.
The Marques del Viso to the queen, Report on the Expedition to Messina, Napoles,
Septe"mber 18, 1675, Museo Naval (MN), Coleccion Navarrete (CN), vol. 7, doc. 48, fol.
31lr-48v. Letter to a Gentleman in Madrid, Naples, June 14, 1675, MN, CN, vol. 29,
do<;. 33, fol. 165r-66r. The Marques de Bayon to the q\).een, Report on the Government
of Sicily, Palermo, July 20, 1675, MN, CN, vol. 7, doc., fol. 359r-443.
18. Rodriguez Cubero, Service record, Madrid, March 26, 1689, AGI, Guadalajara
3:2.
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He went to continue his service on the Galician coast. In 1681, he sailed
from there to Cape St. Vincent to convoy the fleet from New Spain to
Cadiz. After thirteen years and four months in the Armada of the Ocean
Sea, the native of Huescar had risen through the ranks from soldier
to corporal to sergeant, both active and reserve. For eleven months,
he served as recruiter in Granada for Fermin Darias' infantry regiment
and alferez of his company.19 Then for eighteen days, until February
25, 1689, Pedro served as the captain of one of the companies at the
Cadiz presidio. At that point, the Conde de Aguilar gave him a leave
lasting until March 20, 1689. After being back on active duty for six
days, Rodriguez Cubero personally submitted the paperwork to the
naval section of the Junta of War of the Council of the Indies to acquire
a new post. 20
On June 17, 1689, King Carlos II granted Pedro the title of warden
and captain for life of the fortress of La Punta in Havana. 21 He was to
r~ceive a yearly salary of 400 ducados or 150,000 maravadis. Pedro must
have learned of his good fortune earlier, because on June 13 he had
received permission to take three members of his household along to
his new post. On this occasion, the Council of the Indies noted that
his predecessor had been permitted only two. 22
Rodriguez CuberO's new duty .station was the smaller of the two
massive stone fortifications standing guard over the har~or of Havana.
Construction had begun on La Punta in 1589 at the same time as work
started on the larger EI :Morro. The Italian military architect, Battista
Antonelli, designed both structures, basing them on the trapezoidal
. polygon with ramparts typical of renaissance forts. La Punta was com.
pleted around 1600. 23
19. Military recruitment in seventeenth-century Spain could range from a convocation of volunteers to the sound of drum and bugle to ruthless press-ganging. Recruiters
usually worked a designated area to draft a specified complement of soldiers. Luis
Antonio Ribot Garcia, "EI redutamiento militar en Espana a mediados del siglo xvii. La
'composici6n' de las milicias de Castilla," Cuadernos de lnvestigacion Historica 9 (1986),6389.
20. Rodriguez Cubero, Service record, Madrid~ March 26, 1689, AGI, Guadalajara
3:2.
21. Carlos II to Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Madrid, Title to wardenship and captaincy
of La Punta, June 17, 1689, AGI, Indiferente General 477.
22. Camara of the Council of the Indies, Madrid, June 13, 1689, Sailing permission,
AGI, Santo Domingo, 141, ramo 3:58.
23. Marta Arjona, Fortificaciones coloniales de la ciudad de La Habana (Havana: Ministerio de Cultura, Direcci6n de Patrimonio Cultural, Departamento de Monumentos,
1982), 22. Irene A. Wright, Historia documentada de San CristObal de la Habana en el siglo
xvi (Havana: Imprenta EI Siglo XX, 1927), 1, apendix:155, 156, 214.

',,'

20

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1993

RICK HENDRICKS

21

Early in 1690, La Punta has 27 mounted artillery pieces, including
several culverins and cannons of various sizes and a few mortars. There
were 3,503 artillery shells; 8,000 musket bullets; 6,400 harquebus bul- (
lets, 31 rounds of bar shot, 31 rounds of crossbar shot; 40 rounds of
chain shot; 1 corporal and 1 master gunner; 13 artillerymen (14 in all
with 1 missing fro'm the complement); 20 quintals of gunpowder of
good quality; 11 gun carriages; 11 jacks to raise the artillery; 20 quintals
of fuse cord; 4 1/4 quintals of lead paste; 100 loaded grenades; 200 empty
grenades; 20 tamping spoons; 40 loose blocks; 323 linen cartridges; 6
wad hooks; 153 handspikes; 1 ladder; 1 sawhorse; and 50 quoins and
bases. Rodriguez Cubero's company consisted of 8 officials of the first
rank, 98 soldiers, and 1 absentee. The, full complement was 124. 24
In July of the same year, Pedro, the comptroller of accounts, and
an artilleryman inventoried the powder magazine. They found sixteen
crates of gunpowder in good condition weighing 21 ql\intals and 45
pounds. Fuse cord in the amount of 20 quintals and 10 pounds remained in good condition. An unspecified amount of cord had almost
turned to dust. 25 ,
,
In the fall of 1690, the comptroller of the treasury of Havana proposed a reduction in the complement of La Punta from 124 to 100 men.
At that time, 8 officials, 97 soldiers, and 15 artillerymen were drawing
a total salary of 12,561 pesos. 26 One month earlier, in September, the
governor of Havana, Severino de Manzaneda, had suggested a drastic
plan for La Punta. He asked permission to demolish the fortress. 27 In
Manzaneda's opinion, La Punta needed to be razed because its batteries
faced those of El Morro. He reasoned that they posed a mutual danger
despite the fact that in the ninety years of their existence, they had not
fired on each other. He also pointed out that should ',his recommendation be adopted, Rodriguez Cubero, who had served his majesty for
sixteen years, should be either promoted or compen'sated with the
fortification under construction at Matanzas, which would have a garrison equal in size to La Punta. The artillery from the fortress would
be relocated to a site farther along in the channel toward the harbor.
This move would save the crown the salary of the warden. The Junta
24. Inspection of the fortresses of Havana, Havana, March 25, 1690, AGI, Santo
Domingo, 110:58,
25. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero and Bartolome de Arriola Valdespino; Inventory, Havana, July 5, 1690, AGl, Santo Domingo, 110:58.
26. Diego de Pefialver Angulo, Accounting of situado, Havana, October 18, 1690,
AGl, Santo Domingo, 110.
27. Severino de Manzaneda to the king, ~eptember 4, 1690, AGl, Santo Domingo,
461.
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of War of the Council of the Indies gave the governor's plan careful
consideration, but did not render a final decision until the finest military minds, such as Enrique Enriquez de Guzman, had examined the
question. After four years of deliberation, the plan was disapproved. 28
In January 1692, an incident occurred that caused Rodriguez Cubero the first documented difficulty in his long military career. The
merchant convoy from Jamaica, which was prohibited from entering
the harbor, was allowed to pass by the two fortresses unchallenged.
Several soldiers slipped out to one of the ships and purchased articles
of clothing, which was strictly forbidden. The local commanders imprisoned the guilty parties, but the Junta of War officially reprimanded
the wardens of EI Morro and La Punta. They were cautioned that such
ships should not be allowed in the harbor in the future except for
emergencies. It seems likely that such illicit trade was considered more
of a problem in Madrid than in Havana, wh~re goods were scarce and
dear. 29
The wardens of the fortresses were at odds with the crown over
other matters as well. In 1688 and again in 1690, the king issued cedulas
aimed at regulating life at the fortresses. Apparently, they were ignored, because in January 1693, yet another cedula tried to impose a
daily regimen. The king ordered three-fourths of the staff of EI Morro
to spend the night there and one-half to spend the day. Infantry were
to walk sentry for three hours, day and night, instead of four. The
infantry was to be formed into three units. At La Punta, the infantry
was also to be formed into three units for the six hours of sentry duty.
All infantrymen had been ordered to gather into the forts at night,
which'caused many to flee. The king ordered that three-fourths should
stay the night and half of the company should stay during the day, in
case of pirate attack. 30
La Punta, argued Rodriguez Cubero, had but one covered lodging
that was large enough to accommodate only the guards. The remaining
soldiers had to sleep in the open in the parade ground. Barracks must
be built. Then the soldiers would gladly live there to avoid having to
pay for impossibly expensive lodging in the city. Over the past fourteen
months, Pedro continued, they had received pay for only eight and a
half months out of which they had to pay for gunpowder, guns and
28.
mingo,
29.
30.
mingo,

Enrique Enriquez to king, Report, Havana, March 22, 1694, AGI, Santo Do112, ramo 1:21.
Severino de Manzaneda to the king, April 22, 1692, AGI, Santo Domingo.
Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Proceedings, Havana, May 18, 1693, AGI, Santo Doramo 1:21.
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bullets, arms, repairs, a barber, medical care, and clothing. Most soldiers had to hold second jobs just to survive. His arguments were to
no avail, and the wardens were instructed to put the cedulas into effect.
In the meantime, Pedro took steps to secure other appointments.
By June 6, 1692, Carlos II had agreed to grant him the future for the
governorship of New Mexico. 31 To secure royal favor, Rodriguez Cubero offered a donation of two thousand pesos and a loan of four
thousand pesos. He was to follow Diego de Vargas as governor as soon
as Vargas finished his five-year term or died, whichever came first. The
following year, Pedro obtained the second future for the governorship
of Merida, La Grita, and Maracaibo, in present-day Venezuela, for a
donation of four thousand pesos and a loan of two thousand pesos.
He was next in line after Gaspar Mateo de Acosta, who was to begin
his term in office in March 1695Y
Rodriguez Cubero's maneuvering evidently caught the attention
of the Junta of War in Madrid. On January 15, 1693, it debated the
question of whether La Punta should be considered vacant since the
governorship of New Mexico was a promotion. Gaspar Portocarrero
argued this minority position and lost. The post was to be filled on an
interim basis until such time as Rodriguez Cubero returned to Havana.
The junta did stipulate, however, that Pedro could not receive the
salary for his post in Havana while serving in New Mexico. 33
In October, Hipolito Enriquez Guzman, holder of Rodriguez Cubero's power of attorney in Madrid; presented a petition to the Council
of the Indies requesting it to inform the governor of Havana that L~
Punta was to remain the property of Pedro while he was away in New
Mexico. 34 King Carlos II issued a decree on November 7, ordering the
governor of Havana to return La Punta to Rodriguez Cubero after he
returned from New Mexico or Merida, La Grita', and Maracaibo. 35
At some point in his seemingly careful planning of career moves,
Pedro may have made an error. In June 1695, through his agent, Enriquez de Guzman, Rodriguez Cubero tried to renege on his decision
to govern New Mexico. He stated that he had learned that the climate
of New Mexico was very cold and therefore harmful to his health. He
presented medical certification of his illness. His doctors declared that
31. Carlos II, Title of governorship of New Mexico, Madrid, June 20, 1692, Archivo
General de Simancas, Simancas (AGS), Direcci6n General de Tesoro (DGT), 24:172.
32. List of futures, Madrid, AGS, DGT, 10.
33. Junta of War, Madrid, January 15, 1693, AGI, Santo Domingo, 142, ramo 2:24.
34. Junta de Guerra, Opinion, Madrid, October 20, 1693, AGI, Santo Domingo, 141,
ramo 2.
35. Carlos II, Decree, Madrid, November 7, 1693, AGI, Indiferente General.
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going to a cold place would put him in a condition that medicine could
not cure. Pedro asked permissi,on to send someone of his choosing in
his stead or, if that was not possible, to have his money returned. If
the refund was not· available in Havana, he would willingly travel to
Mexico City to collect it. 36
Although Rodriguez Cubero's stated reason for not wishing to
fulfill his duty in New Mexico was medical, it seems possible that he
also may have had other motives. It could have come to his attention,
as it eventually did to all New Mexico governors, that the distant
province, held no riches. Given his lining up of future positions, it is
clear that Pedro considered New Mexico nothing more than a rung on
the career ladder, at most.
'
The response of the Camara of the Council of the Indies was
unequivocal. The petition was denied. Acceding to Rodriguez Cubero's
wishes would set a terrible precedent. The crown did not want to get
into the business of having its posts resold at a profit, especially when
it carefully selected royal officials. In addition, the case of New Mexico
was special, because it was a frontier government. The province was
newly restored after many years of Indian rebellion. It needed an experienced military man, and the selection of a governor had been made
with this in mind.
Whatever he might have thought of the council's answer, by March
1697, Pedro was in Mexico City preparing to take up the governorship
of New Mexico. On March 27, on the way to the royal chapel at the
cathedral, he met Giovanni Francesco Gemelli Careri; who was on a
journey around the world. Because Pedro had been in Naples early in
his ~areer, the two men became close friends. He told the Italian he
had risen from humble beginnings to his present position. He also
indulged in a bit of hyperbole in describing the Indians of the northern
frontier. He had yet to meet his first New Mexico indian, but said that
"those Chichimecas" were so skillful· with bow and arrow that they
could keep a one-real coin in the air by repeatedly shooting it with
arrows to keep it aloft and shell an ear of com with their arrows without
breaking it. 37
As had most New Mexico governors before him, Pedro continued
his preparations by setting in place legal and economic links to the
capital prior to departing for New Mexico. On April 2, he gave his
36. Hip6lito Enriquez de Guzman, Petition, Madrid, June 15, 1695, AGI, Santo
Domingo, 142, ramo 3:70.
37. Giovanni Francesco Gemelli Careri, Viaje a La Nueva Espana, trans. Jose Maria de
Agreda y Sanchez (Mexico City: Jorge Pornia, 1983), 1:97-98.
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general power of attorney to Francisco de Urzua; Licenciado Juan Osorio Crespo, a priest; a,nd Licenciado Juan de Moya, secretary of the
secret tribunal of the Holy Office of the Inquisition. These men were
em'powered to sell whatever he might send from New Mexico. 38
Then Rodrf~ez Cubero made arrangements for a man who was
to accompany him for the rest of his life. On April 11, Pedro signed
an obligation in conformity with a decree from the viceroy, the Conde
de Moctezuma. Rodriguez Cubero agreed to hand over one Juan Bautista de Z<ildua or pay any fines levied against him when the case was
adjudicated. Pedro received Zaldua into his custody from Diego de
Vergara Gaviria,. an official of the Holy Office, which ha.d held him
prisoner. Zaldua had been implicated in some irregularity regarding
distribution of sugar while he was acting as supervisor and judge of
the Windward Fleet. 39
Pedro had probably known Juan de Zaldua most of his adult life.
The memorial Zaldua presented to the viceroy after Rodriguez Cubero
named him captain ofthe EI Paso presidio indicated that he had served
the crown for more than twenty years.' He had served in the Royal
Armada and Army of the Ocean Sea, the armada that escorted the
Indies fleets, in the fleet itself, and in the Windward Fleet in the Gulf
of Mexico. His early career paralleled that of Pedro in a number of
interesting particu}ars. 4o
On April 22, 1676, Zaldua had distinguished himself in battle against
the French navy in the Gulf of Catania, off Sicily. Ori June :2, 1676, he
was aboard the ill-fated Nuestra Senora del Pilar de Zm:agoza in Paleimo's
harbor when it burned. He also escaped by swimming fo shore, though
he was not wounded, as Pedro had been.
Rodriguez Cubero added another member to his household before
leaving Mexico City. In the presence -of Sebastian de Guzman y C6rdoba, factor of the treasury in the viceregal capital, he met Francisco
Rodriguez Calero and agreed to take him to New Mexico as armorer
38.' Pedro Rodriguez Cubero to Francisco de Urzua, JUiin Osorio Crespo, and Juan
de Moya, ,Power of attorney, Mexico City, April 2, 1697, Archivo General de Notarias,
Mexico City (AGNot.), 692.
_
39. Juan de Zaldua served in 1696 as supervisor in the absence of the proprietor of
the position.Juan de Ortega Montanes, Instruccian reservada al Conde de Moctezuma (Mexico
City, 1965), 128. Pedro Rodiiguez Cubero, Obligation; Mexico City, Apri111, 1697, AGNot.
305.
40. Juan de Zaldua, Memorial, n.d., n.p., AGI, Guadalajara 142:2. After a protracted
struggle with Antonio de Valverde Cosio, Zaldua was not allowed to fill the post of
captain of the EI Paso presidio; rather Vaiverde Cosio was made captain for life. The
Conde de Moctezuma, Order, Mexico City, December 11, 1700, Spanish Archives of New
Mexico, Santa Fe (SANM) I1:78A. AGI, Guadalajara 142:2 and 142:16.
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for the presidio of Santa Fe. One of Rodriguez Calero's uncles had
visited Pedro in his lodgings in Mexico City on several occasions. Testifying on his behalf during the course of Rodriguez Calero's prenuptial
investigations, Governor Rodriguez Cubero stated that he had brought
him to New Mexico as part of his family.41 The governor even granted
him land in Santa Fe. 42 His trust, however, seems to have been misplaced. In 1704, Rodriguez Calero killed Luisa Gomez de Arellano and
was probably exiled from the province.43
Within six weeks of leaving Mexico City, Rodriguez Cubero was
residing in Parral in New Biscay. Departing for Santa Fe on May 24,
he gave his power of attorney to two prominent local entrepreneurs:
Capitan Diego Maturana and Juan Cortes del Rey. They were to act on
his behalf for relief of New Mexico, particularly seeing to the transport
of six hundred fanegas of wheat that the viceroy had ordered Jose de
Urzua, factor and accountant of the treasury and administrator of mercury,. to send north. The two merchants were authorized to collect all
viceregal assistance, such as supplies, horses, cattle, and small livestock
destined for New Mexico. They were also to draw his salary. 44
By establishing a financial relationship with Maturana and Cortes
del Rey, Rodriguez Cubero was becoming a part of a complex economic
network that stretched from Santa Fe through Parral to Mexico City
and the rest of the empire. He was also following a pattern most of
his predecessors in the governorship of New Mexico had laid out.
Animal skins and hides, woolen and cotton woven goods, pinon nuts,
sal~, criminals sentenced to labor in the mines, and Apache slaves
traveled south to Parral. Agricultural supplies; such as seed and breeding stock, manufactirred goods, black slaves, and venture capital moved
north. 45
'
41. Francisco Rodriguez Calero and Ger6nima Baca, Testimony, Santa Fe, May 26,
. 1698, Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe (AASF), Diligencias Matrimoniales (DM),
1698:5.
42. Ana Lujan to Diego de Vectia, Land sale, Santa Fe, September 12, 1701, SANM
1:77.
43. Francisco Rodriguez Calero and his wife, Ger6nima Baca, may have eventually
settled in Chihuahua where their son, Jacinto, became a merchant. Antonio Maria Dape10
to Jose Garcia de Noriega, Land sale, EI Paso, June 2, 1761, Juarez Municipal Archive
(JMA), r. 7, bk. 1, 1761, foL 61-74. Fray Angelico Chavez, Origins of New Mexico Families
in the Spanish Colonial Period in Two Parts: The Seventeenth (1598-1693) and the Eighteenth
(1693-1821) Centuries (Santa Fe: William Gannon, 1975), 269.
44. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero to Diego Maturana and Juan Cortes del Rey, Power of
attorney, San Jose del Parral, May24, 1697, Archivo de Hidalgo del Parral (AHP), 1697A.
45. Felipe de la Cueva Montano to Andres Hurtado, Slave sale, Parra!, November
12, 1663, AHP, 1662B. Ana Maria Nino de Castro, Will for Bartolome de Estrada Ramirez,
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According to a document the Cabildo of Santa Fe executed on July
16, 1697, the new governor made his entrance into the capital at around
ten o'clock on the morning of July 2. The cabildo received him according
to custom, but no mention was made of Governor Vargas' attendance
at the proceedings. Diego had been unable to prevent his successor
from acceding to office, but he refused to abandon his post. 46
As soon as Rodriguez Cubero took over the governorship, he initiated the residencia, the judicial review of his predecessor. From July
12 to August 11, he carried out Vargas' residencia. Although no charges
were filed, the colonists presented a petition to the new governor
seeking a refund of forty-six hundred pesos from former governor
Vargas. 47
While Pedro had no apparent reason to dislike Diego before they
met, he soon came to despise him. Vargas had successfully completed
his term and was free to go, yet the former governor remained adamant
about continuing in office. The growing personal enmity between the
two Spaniards then coincided with a deep-seated resentment against
Governor Vargas and his followers by the local elites. .
When Vargas came to New Mexico in 1692, he brought with him
an entourage of family members, coinrades-in-arms with their families,
and servants. Later, he was joined by others. A riumber of men had
served with him since the early 1680s in Tlalpujahua; several were
natives of that mining community in highland Michoacan. 48 Some of
these individuals-fellow peninsular Juan Paez Hurtado in particularwere Vargas' .closest lieutenants and enjoyed influence with the governor the native New Mexicans did not. It could not have been a secret
that Vargas did not hold the local populace in high esteem, that he
thought the cabildo to be "composed of people of very low class and
menial offices-tailors, a shoemaker, and a lackey-poor and base people," or that he considered New Mexico a place of exile at the ends of
Parra!, December 8, 1684, AHP, 1685B. Tome Dominguez to Andres Pelaez, Bill of sale,
Parral, June 4, 1641, AHP, 1641A. Juan Duran de Miranda to Domingo de la Puente,
Power of attorney, Parral, May 11, 1671, AHP, 1671C. Juan Manso to Domingo de la
Puente, Power of attorney, Parra!, January 13, 1662, AHP, 1662B.
46. Cabildo of Salltil Fe, Certification, Santa Fe, July 16, '1697, AGI, Guadalajara,
3:2.
47. New Mexico colonists, Petition, August 7-10, 1697, SANM II:66a.
.
48. Three brothers, Antonio, Cristobal, and Juan Tafoya Altamirano; Jose Montiel,
Juan de Alderete, and Agustin Marquez were born in Tlalpujahua. JuanPaez' Hurtado
and his wife, Pascuala Lopez de Vera, had a daughter, Rosa Maria, who was born there.
AASF, DM, 1691:4; 1696:28; 1697:19; 1698:6; 1699:10; 1717:8; 1723:3. Chavez, New Mexico
~~~~m.

.
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the earth. 49 The unwavering support of the viceroy, the Conde de
Galve, for the governor must have rankled as well.
On September 23, 1697, the cabildo of Santa Fe brought formal
charges. against Vargas. The initial and subsequent allegations of
wrongdoing were a litany of the suffering the New Mexican colonists
had endured under his alleged bad government, since the time of the
Reconquest. They accused Vargas of malfeasance, fomenting Indian
rebellion, and moral turpitude. He was held accountable for having
departed EI Paso perilously late in the year in 1693; the deaths of
twenty-two children in frozen Santa Fe were laid at his feet. His executions of Tano captives were listed as a direct cause of the 1696 Pueblo
revolt. By selling much-needed supplies tohis business agents in Parra!,
Vargas was responsible for the hardships of the famine that struck in
1695 and 1696. He was further accused of driving potential opponents
out of the colony. Vargas' policy of returning Indian captives to the
Pueblos was an affront; the colonists were left without servants. It was
alleged that in all these heinous crimes, his close companion, Juan Paez
Hurtado, was an accomplice. 50
On October 2, Rodriguez Cubero had Vargas placed under house
arrest. 51 His personal belongings were confiscated and sold at public
auction. On the twentieth, Governor Rodriguez Cubero ordered Luis
Granillo to arrest Juan Paez Hurtado when he passed through EI Paso
and send him back to Santa Fe. Paez Hurtado was charged with fraud
and theft. Antonio de Valverde Cosio, Martin Urioste, and Felix Martinez were sent to EI Paso to be exiled from New Mexico. 52 Though
confined, Vargas and his men were trying to win over the colonists
and press his case with royal authorities. In March 1700, Vargas was
deprived of visitors except,for members of his household. His protests
were met with even harsher conditions; Rodriguez Cuhero had him
clapped in leg irons. This situation lasted until July 20, 1700, when
Vargas and his followers set out for Mexico City, where he would
conduct his defense in person. 53
.
49. Kessell et aI., Remote Beyond Compare, 156, 168, 186, 197.
50. Licenciado Cristobal Moreno Avalos drafted the printed indictment of charges
against Vargas, his officers, and members of his household. La Villa de Santa Fee, Cabecera
de las Provincias de la Nueva Mexico informa a V.S. en el pleito que sigue contra Don Diego de
Vargas . .. , Huntington Library, Rare Book 70361. Proceedings against Diego de Vargas,
Santa Fe, November 28-April 1, 1700, AGN, Vinculos, 14. Cabildo of Santa Fe vs. Diego
de Vargas, [October 1697], Santa Fe, SANM II:62.
51. Kessell et aI., Remote Beyond Compare, 187.
52. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Arrest order, Santa Fe, October 20, 1697, SANM II:70.
53. Kessell et al., Remote Beyond Compare, 67.
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Some time before his antagonist left Santa Fe, Pedro decided he
had had enough of New Mexico. On June 15,1700, his agent in Madrid,
Enriquez de Guzmal}, presented a petition to the king. He reminded
the monarch of his loyal service, recounting, as was his wont, his heroic
attempt to save the admiral's ship in Sicily. It was his wish that his
grant of the governorship of Merida, La Grita, and Maracaibo be put
into ~ffect immediately. The petition was not gra~ted.54
Rodriguez Cubero's actions in this matter are remarkably similar
to his experience at the presidio of Cadiz. There, after scarcely securing
the advancement to captain of infantry, he had purchased the guardianship of La Punta in Havana. It is difficult to ascertain whether these
seemingly precipitous moves resulted from normal career maneuvering-seizing opportunities when they presented themselves-or a restless spirit.
Though he ~ad never wanted to come to New Mexico, Rodriguez
Cubero was a man of action, and he left his mark during his brief
tenure in the governor's palace. Upon arriving in Santa Fe, the new
governor concentrated his military activity on the uncompleted pacification of the western pueblos of Acoma, Zuni, and Hopi, which his
predecessor had begun. Rebellious Pueblo Indians from La Cieneguilla,
Santo Domingo, and Cochiti, living on the north bank of Cubero Creek
north of Acoma, together with the Keres of Acoma and the Zunis
completed a peace with the Spaniards in 1698, thus bringing to an end
the Pueblo revolt begun in 1696. As a result, in 1699, two pueblos were
reestablished and possession taken by the Franciscans in the person
of Fray Diego de Chavarria: San Pedro de Acoma (formerly and later
San Esteban), and Purisima Concepcion de Zuni (formerly Asuncion,
later Guadalupe). A third, San Jose de la Laguna, was newly founded. 55
In July 1699; Governor'Rodriguez Cubero went on an in~pection
tour of the western pueblos. In October of that year, Espeleta, the
leader of the Hopi, 'sent messengers to the governor in Santa Fe. Espeletaacted not as a vassal but as the representative of a sovereign
nation. He proposed a treaty of peace that would allow his people to
retain their own religion. 56
54. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Memorial, n.p., June 15, 1700, AGI, Santo Domingo,
665.
55. Espinosa, Crusaders of the Rio Grande, 341-52. The author of the present study
is preparing a more comprehensive appraisal of the career of Rodriguez Cubero. In
addition, the Vargas Project at the University of New Mexico plans to publish most of
the pertinent archival record for the period as· volume five of the Journals of don Diego
de Vargas.
56. Twitchell, Leading Facts, 1:417-20. '
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In May of the following year, Espeleta requested that fray Juan
Garaicoechea come to the Hopi pueblos to baptize children. In the
company of Jose Naranjo, Father Garaicoechea went to Aw<itovi, where
he baptized seventy-three young Hopis. Because of the rumor that the
Hopi messengers had been killed, the Franciscan was not allowed to
travel to Oraibe or the other Hopi pueblos. Instead, he withdrew to
Zuni and reported to Governor Rodriguez Cubero. 57
Espeleta and twenty companions traveled to Santa Fe with another
peace proposal in October 1700. He offered peace on the condition that
the priests visit one pueblo a year for six years without establishing
permanent residence. After this period, the Hopis would convert to
Christianity. Rodriguez Cubero c.ountered that the Hopis had to become Christians and rejected the compromise. 58
In the meantime, the pueblo of Aw<itovi had received Father Garaicoechea, repented its apostasy, and rebuilt the Franciscan convento.
Sometime in late 1700 or early1701, Hopis from other pueblos fell upon
Aw<itovi, killing most of the men and carrying off the women and
children. 59
Over the protests of the Santa Fe cabildo, the governor led a punitive expedition against the Hopis in June and July 1701. Rodriguez
Cubero found that the Hopis had withdrawn to their mesa tops in
safety. The only adequate water supply for the Spaniards and their
horses was in the destroyed pueblo of Awatovi. Unable to engage the
enemy in battle and incapable of sustaining a prolonged siege, the
governor and his troops returned to Santa Fe. The campaign was wholly
ineffective and did nothing to bring the Hopis to heel. Thirty Hopis
were captured, but the prisoners were later released. One year later,
in July 1702, Rodriguez Cubero led one hundred soldiers and one
hundred and twenty-five Indian allies on an' expedition against the
Navajos, but called off the campaign when a Navajo leader sued for
peace in Taos. 60
Earlier that year, amid rumors ofrebellion, Rodriguez Cubero had
57. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, 222.
58. Velez de Escalante, Extracto de noticias.
59. John P. Wilson, "Awatovi-More Light on a Legend," Plateau 44 (Winter 1972),
125-30.
60. Velez de Escalante, Extracto de noticias. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Certification,
Santa Fe, September 18, 1701, in Servicios personales del Maestre de Campo don Juan
Dominguez y Mendoza, fechos en la Provincias de la Nueva Mexico, a su costa. Biblioteca
Nacional, Madrid, MS. 19258. Document courtesy of John P. Wilson, translated in his
"Awatovi." Juan Domingo de Bustamante, Proceedings, Santa Fe, November 17, 1722,
SANM 11:318. Cabildo of Santa Fe, Petition, Santa Fe, [January 1701), SANM 1I:78a.
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made another inspection of the pueblos, but found no unrest. 61 There
appeared to be cause for alarm among the Hopis, who seemed. to be
incitil1g the Zunis to revolt. The governor dispatched Juan de Ulibarri
to the Zuni area to investigate. 62 A small garrison was established at
the pueblo. The soldiers behaved badly, abusing the local wome~. On
March 4, 1703, three men, Jose Luis Valdes, Tomas Palomino, and Juan
de Dios Lucero de Godoy (II) were killed, though Father Garaicoechea
was spared.. Roque Madrid went to Zuni on the governor's orders and
returned with the Franciscan to Santa Fe. The Hopi pueblos were then
left alone. 63
In Santa Fe, Rodriguez Cubero undertook some noteworthy renovation and building projects. Governor Vargas had vowed to rebuild
the Santa Fe church and convento as soon as possible. This plan had
not been put into effect by the end of Vargas' first term. Within fifty
days of his arrival in Santa Fe, Governor Rodriguez Cubero could boast
that the convento was almost complete; A location was provided for
the parish church and further expansion of the Franciscan convento,
which was constructed at Pedro's expense, some six thousand pesos. 64
Apparently, he also restored the Palace of the Governors to its pre1680 condition, dismantling the alterations the occupying Pueblos had
made over the course of twelve years. 65 Pedro also razed the ~ouseblock
61. Rodriguez Cubero solicited opinions from experienced military men; visited
several Rio Grande pueblos, including Santa Ana, Jemez, and San Felipe; took testimony
from inhabitants from Pecos and Tesuque; and questioned settlers about the threat of
an outbreak of hostilities. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Proceedings, February 21-March 9,
1702, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley, P-E 40 (New Mexico Originals).
62. Juan de Ulibarri to Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Report, March 8, 1702, SANM II:
85. Rodriguez Cubero apparently had confidence in Juan de Ulibarri's abilities. He had
named him to the post of alcalde mayor and war captain of El Paso at a time when the
conflicting appointments of Juan de Zaldua and Antonio de Valverde CosIo were being
sorted out by authorities in Mexico City. Juan de Ulibarri, Proceedings, El Paso, October
8, 1699, JMA, 1798, r. 48, fol. 180-94.
63. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, 226; Chavez, New Mexico Families,
209, 255, 301.
64. Dr. Manuel Rosete for Juan de Zaldua, Memorial, n.p., n.d., SANM II, Mise.
Bruce Ellis, Bishop Lamy's Santa Fe Cathedral with records of the old Spanish church (Parroquia)
and convent formerly on the site (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press in cooperation with the HistoriCal Society of New Mexic<?, 1985), 47, 51, 181. AASF Loose
Documents Mission,. 1697:1 and 1698:1 are translated and annotated in Fray Angelico
Chavez, "Santa Fe Church and Convent Sites in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries," New Mexico Historical Review 24 (April 1949), 85-93.
65. Ralph Emerson Twitchell, "The Palace of the Governors: The City of Santa Fe,
lts Museums and Monuments," Historical Society of New Mexico 29 (Santa Fe: The Historical
Society of New Mexico, 1925), 27. It seems unlikely that Vargas made significant alterations to Santa Fe during his first term, as he roundly condemned Rodriguez Cubero's
changes.
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the Indians had constructed in the plaza. This structure had created
the E-shapedplaza Vargas had found in 1692. Until Rodriguez Cubero's
attempt at civil engineering, Santa Fe town criers read proclamations
in "both plazas."66
Although the governor and the Franciscans had gotten off to an
amicable start, lavishing one another with praise,67 by late summer
1699, relations soured. Although the origin of this falling out is not
yet clear, Rodriguez Cubero was soon bitterly recriminating the Franciscans as incompetents who could not speak Pueblo Indian languages.
Rodrfguez.Cubero took testimony from seven witnesses who declared that the Franciscans neither knew Pueblo languages nor had
developed visual aids to instruct the Indians in the rudiments of the
Catholic faith. This was an old charge, trotted out from time to time
by colonists, government officials, .and' bishops against the friars. The
claim infuriated the Franciscans, despite the fact that their record as
linguists was not very impressive. Apparently, those Franciscans who
spoke Pueblo languages neither instructed their brothers nor left written grammars and vocabularies. 68
Stung by the governor's charges, the Franciscans responded in
kind. They placed countercharges before the Holy Office but nothing
much came of this squabble, which was but one more chapter in the
internecine struggles between religious and secular authority in New
Mexico. Over time, the Franciscans and the governor developed a
modus vivendi, if not mutual respect. 69 Rodriguez Cubero even published a paean in honor of the martyrs of 1680 and 1696, although no
copy is known to have survived. 70
Beyond his difficulties with a stubbornly resistant indigenous population and the Franciscan challenge to his authority, Governor Rodriguez Cubero may well have had problems he was unaware of-:..he
may have been bewitched. This matter did not come to light until
several years after he had left New Mexico.
66. Cornelia Thomas Snow, "The Plazas of Santa Fe, New Mexico, 1610-1776," El
Palacio 94 (Winter 1988), 47-48.
67. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Certification, Santa Fe, February 12, 1698, BNM 4:27
(23/467.1).
68. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Report, Santa Fe, September 4-9, 1699, BNM 4:29 (23/
469.1).
69. The case presented to the Inquisition is detailed in AGN, Inquisici6n, 710, expo
17, which contains testimony spanning the period May 13, 1698 to October 29, 1699.
70. Charles Wilson Hackett, ed., Historical Documents relating.to New Mexico, Nueva
Vizcaya, and Approaches Thereto, to 1773, 3 vois. (Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institute,
1923-37), 3:495.
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On March 11, 1706, in Santa Fe, Maria de la Rosa y Apodaca, an
unmarried mestiza about seventeen years old, who was the daughter
of Oomingo and Juana Apodaca (then married to Sebastian Rodriguez
Brito), gave testimony about the suspiciously witchlike activities of
Ana Reinoso, La Rana. Reinoso had told Maria and Juana that when
Pedro was governor, she went to his house and ate at his table from
his plate without him seeing her. An April 7, 1706 declaration by Juana
de Apodaca says that La Rana told Juana that when Rodriguez Cubero
went to conquer Zuni, another suspected witch, La Lozana, went with
him, but he could not see her. La Lozana was present at the ensuing
battle, but heither the Indians nor any other person could see her. It
may be no wonder that the campaign produced no lasting results. 7J
On another occasion, Rodriguez Cubero had to intervene to reverse a mortal spell three accused witches had cast. Antonia Marquez,
wife of Agustin Saenz, was deathly ill. in bed and believed to be the
victim of Felipa de la Cruz, Antonia La Naranja, and Luisa Varela.
Pedro threatened the trio with severe punishment if they did not release
Antonia Marquez from their spell. Taking him at his word, the women
burned the idol they had employed in their sorcery, and Marquez
recovered her health. 72
."
,Governor Rodriguez Cubero was also active.in making land grants, '
particularly in and around Santa Fe,73 but often in very cJose proximity
to, or infringing upon, traditional Indian holdings. One zone that has
received particular atteI1tion is the Tewa area, which is described as
north of Santa Fe to the confluence of the Rio Grande and Chama
River. Of the pueblos in this region, Jacona, Cuyamungue, and Pojoaque (reestablished in 1707) were abandoned by 1700, leaving San Juan,
San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, Nambe, and Tesuque. From 1699 to 1701,
the governor made several grants in and around the abandoned pueblos ofJacona and Pojoaque. By 1702, Rodriguez_Cubero began to make
land grants near the inhabited pueblos of San Ildefonso, Tesuque, and
Santa Clara. 74
,In the meantime, in Mexico City, preparation of the lawsuit against
71. Maria de la Rosa y Apodaca, Testimony, Santa Fe, March 11, 1706, AGN, In,
,
quisici6n 735,
72. Felipa de'la Cruz, Testimony, Sant,a Fe, January 16, 1704, Archivos del Pueblo
de Santa 'Clara, Peabody Museum, Bandelier transcripts for Hemenway Expedition,
r.,2, voL '11, no. 1.
'
,
73. See for example, Pedro Rodriguez Cubero to Antonio Lucero de' Godoy, Grant
of title to land, Santa Fe, July 30, 1697, SANM I, 423. Ellis, Santa Fe Cathedral, 47, 51.
74. Myra Ellen Jenkins, "Spanish Land Grants in the Tewa Area," New Mexico Historical Review 47 (April 1972), 113-34.
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Vargas had dragged on for three years before the case was finally heard
between February 13, and March 9,1703. An indication of the eventual
outcome could be seen from the findings in a separate suit between
Vargas and Rodriguez Cubero. Acting on behalf of the Santa Fe and
El Paso. presidial soldiers, Pedro brought a claim for their wages, in
the amount of 22,500 pesos, against the former governor. Diego countersued to recover 9,598 pesos that the new governor owed him after
settling accounts during the transition between the outgoing and incoming governors in Santa Fe. Vargas won the case, and Rodriguez
Cubero reluctantly agreed to have his salary and assistance payment
for 1697 made over to Vargas at the treasury office in Guadalajara. 75
Soon after this minor victory, Vargas was exonerated and Rodriguez Cubero and the cabildo of Santa Fe were required to pay the court
costs in the principal suit. Pedro appealed to the audiencia, but nothing
about the decision has come to light. The viceroy allowed him to leave
New Mexico without undergoing a residencia conducted by Vargas
after the latter began his second term. Clearly, both governors had
exceeded the limits of acceptable behavior in dealing with each other,
and a residencia would only lead to more legal wrangling. 76
As Rodriguez Cubero journeyed south in late 1703, he stopped in
the El Paso area. While they tarried, Jacinto Sanchez, who was part of
the escort accompanying the former governor to Mexico City, sold a
horse to an Indian from the pueblo of Socorro. He received seven
buckskins as payment, which he stowed among Pedro's camp bedding.
When the party stopped in San Buenaventura in New Biscay, Rodriguez
Cubero gave the hides to Antonio G6mez, and, in exchange, ordered
that Sanchez be compensated with a mule. That was the version of the
events he related on his return to New Mexico, when, in June 1704,
Juan de Ulibarri, holder of Pedro's general power of attorney in New
Mexico, demanded an explanation for why Sanchez had sold a mule
bearing the former governor's brand. 77
Vargas indicated that Rodriguez Cubero intended to go to Spain
to appeal directly to the Council of the Indies. 78 If that was his plan,
he did not fulfill it. On January 30, 1704, Pedro, who was living in
Mexico City on the Calle de la Merced, settled his accounts with Jose
75. Proceedings about the payment to Diego de Vargas Zapata Lujan of more than
nine thousand pesos owed him by Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, Mexico City, May 31,1702February 5, 1703, AGN, Civil, 920.
76. Kessell et al., Remote Beyond Compare, 239.
77. Juan de Ulibarri vs. Jacinto Sanchez, Santa Fe, June 2, 1704, SANM II:10l.
78. Kessell et al., Remote Beyond Compare, 307.
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Nicolas Urena. 79 Urena had sent merchandise to New Mexico, and
Rodriguez Cubero had sent local goods and silverto Mexico City. Pedro
probably obtained the silver through his business connections in Parral,
although he worked a mine of some type Dot far from Santa Fe, called
Santa Rosa, in Los Cerrillos de San Marcos. so On April 14, he gave his
power to make a will to Juan de Zaldua and Francisco de Morales. 81
In the document, he named Zaldua his sole heir. He made no mention
of his nephew Miguel Sola Cubero82 or any other living relatives in
Spain or elsewhere. 83 Two days later, he died. The body was buried
in the Convento Grande de San Francisco with the approval of the
archbishop.84 He did not provide for any masses to be said for his
soul. 85
Zaldua had a copy of Pedro's power of attorney drawn up on July
31 and began to settle the estate. Unknowingly, he was taking the first
steps in a process that was to continue for the rest of his life, into the
1740s,and provide an interesting epilogue to Governor Rodriguez Cubero's term in New Mexico. In August,_ he granted a power of attorney
to Bartolome Pereira, a resident of Mexico City. Pereira was leaving for
New Mexico to gather the horses and mules that had wandered off or
been stolen from Rodriguez Cubero. The animals bore his brand. Pereira was authorized to sell the animals he recovered. 86
The estate must have yielded a sizable sum. The following year,
Zaldua was described as a citizen of the pueblo of San Agustin de las
79. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero and Jose Nicolas Urena, Settling of accounts, Mexico
City, January 30, 1704, AGNot. 692.
80. Juan de Ulibarri, Denunciation of a mine, Santa Fe, December 1, 1709, SANM
1:1018.

.

81. Pedro Rodriguez Cubero to Juan de Zaldua and Francisco de Morales, Power
to make a will, Mexico City, April 14, 1704, AGNot. 692.
82. Miguel de Sola Cubero received permission to leave New Mexico by viceregal
order in late 1703. He lived until 1726. At the time of his death on June 12, he was
married to Ana del Castillo and living in Mexico City. Burials, 1714-29, LDS:0035751,
Sagrario Metropolitano, Mexico City. Proceedings about viceregal order, Santa Fe, November 28, 1703, SANM II:90.
83. In addition to his nephew, other relatives of Rodriguez Cubero may have joined
him in New Mexico. In 1700, he made a land grant to a Petronila Cubero, .and as late
as 1736, an Estefana Rodriguez Cubero was living in El Paso. Juan Antonio Perez Velarde
and Maria Jacinta Valencia, DM, El Paso, December 29, 1736, Catholic Archive of Texas,
r. 2, 4 f.
84. The archbishop of Mexico City was Juan de Ortega Montafles. Manuel Toussaint,
La catedral de Mexico y el Sagrario Metropolitano, su historia, su tesoro, su arte (Mexico City:
Editorial Porrua, 1973).
85. Burials, 1693-1714, LDS:0057540, Sagrario Metropolitano, Mexico City.
86. Juan de Zaldua to Bartolome Pereira, Power of attorney, Mexico City, ~ugust
5, 1704, AGNot. 692.
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Livestock brands of Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, found in Juan de Zaldua to
Bartolome Pereira, Power of attorney, Mexico City, August 5, 1704, Archivo
General de Notarias de Mexico, 692.

Cuevas (present-day Tlalpan), though residing in Mexico City, when
he purchased some property from Petronila de Acosta. He bought a
hacienda in the pueblo of Santa Ursula de Buena Vista consisting of
two ranches, Santa Ursula and Tochigues, as well as a house and garden
with fruit trees on a small lot in the town. 87
•
.
On May 21, 1710, Zaldua petitioned the crown. He had been unable to collect the two thousand pesos that the treasury of Maracaibo
owed him as Rodriguez Cubero's legitimate heir and wanted to collect
from the Mexico City office. 8B This was the amount of the loan that,
together with a donation of four thousand, pesos, secured for Pedro
the second futtire for the governorship of Merida, La Grita, and Maracaibo. The king responded with a cedula on June 21 directing the
treasury officials of Maracaibo to pay Zaldua the two thousand pesos. 89
Incredibly, the matter of Rodriguez Cubero's estate was still unresolved some thirty years later. Through his agent in Madrid, Dr.
Manuel Rosete, Zaldua petitioned the king for payment of 8,715 pesos,
7 tomines, and 10 granos owed as Pedro's unpaid salary for most of his
term in New Mexico. By settling this debt, the crown would honor
Rodriguez Cubero's name. Zaldua's memorial detailed Pedro's expenditures while governor, some 20,000 pesos of his own money for the
87. Petronila de Acosta to Juan de Zaldua, Sale of hacienda, Mexico City, August
20, 1704, AGNot. 391.

88. Council of the Indies, Madrid, May 21, 1710, AGI, .Santo Domingo, 662.
89. Felipe IV, Cedula, Madrid, June 21, 1710, AGI, Santo Domingo, 665.
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following: three hundred laden mules, supplies for one thousand people for two years, fifty yoke of oxen, and seeds and tools for planting,
more than two thousand horses,' a like number of cattle, and eight
thousand sheep. In addition, he had provided the 6,000 pesos for the
construction ,of the Franciscan cO,nvento in Santa Fe. 90
Zaldtia further stated that, over the years, he had requested payment from three successive viceroys. The Duque de Linares (17111716) had ordered payment, but no funds were on hand in Mexico
City's treasury office. The Marques de Vaiero (1716-1722) had twice
instructed treasury officials to satisfy Zaldua's request. On August 29,
1726, King Felipe V and the Council of the Indies had issued a cedula
ordering the Mexico City treasury to pay, but the viceroy, the Marques
de Casafuerte (1722-1734), had replied that all the money in New Spain
had been sent to Spain where it was desperately needed ..
In his memorial, Zaldua tried a different approach. He requested
the king to credit the amount in his name to the treasury office at
Cadiz, paying all duties as if the money had been sent from New Spain.
This transaction only involved a paper transfer, and since Zaldua was
a creditor to the crown for a similar amount anyway, on June 2, 1740,
the Council of the Indies granted the petition. 91 .
The coun~il's decision briefly recounted Governor Rodriguez Cubero's term. He received high praise for expending such a substantial
quantity of his own money on the colony and for having pacified the
rebellious Indians. Despite his ill-fated legal battles with Vargas, he
was remembered at the Spanish court as an effective royal official. 92
Given the litigious nature of Spanish colonial society, it should come
as no surprise that Rodriguez Cubero's failure in a court of law did
not reflect poorly on his service in New Mexico. He did not suffer the
opprobrium the triumphant Vargas would have wished for him.
Having reviewed Rodriguez Cubero's career in light of new information, several answers emerge to the questions initially posed
about his character and the nature of his conflict with Diego de Vargas.
Pedro was a proud man of humble origins from rural Andalusia. Since
Huescar had once been primarily a Moorish. town, he could have no
realistic aspirations to noble status. He had relatives, at least by mar90. As governor of New Mexico, Rodriguez Cubero received an annual salary of
two tho~sand pesos. Real Hacienda y Caja de Mexico, Planta de la pensiones y cargas
anuales que tienen las Reales Cajas de Nueba Espana, Galicia y Nueba Viscaya, 1697,
The John Carter Brown Library. Dr. Manuel Rosete for Juan de Zaldtia, Memorial, n.p.,
n.d., SANM II, Mise.
91. Council of the Indies, Decree, Madrid, June 2, 1740, SANM II, Misc.
92. Council of the Indies, Decree, Madrid, June 2, 1740, SANM II, Misc.
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riage, with obviously Moorish surnames. Rodriguez Cubero had virtually nothing in common with Vargas, a middling noble from Madrid
who considered his native city the crown of the world and expressed
himself in seemingly studied convolutions. The few extant examples
of his writing suggest that Pedro was a direct individual who stated
his opinion clearly even when it contradicted royal orders.
Pedro sought opportunity in a military career, one of the few
options open to him. He never married, put in many years of steady
service, and rose through the ranks. More important, he had the good
fortune to have participated in a documented heroic adventure in Sicily,
when he attempted to save a burning ship. Rodriguez Cubero never
failed to mention that event when he requested preferment. His unsuccessful challenge of royal orders concerning the housing of soldiers
at La Punta demonstrated that he cared for the welfare of his men and
was not merely interested in career advancement.
Yet, he did rely on influence in high places when opportunities
arose. Alonso de Buendia y Ortega, a native of Huescar; and possibly
Pedro's cousin, was comptroller of the Council of the Indies. Buendia
corresponded with Rodriguez Cubero in New Mexico and kept him
informed about activities in Madrid. It also seems likely that his agent
in Madrid, Hipolito Enriquez de Guzman, was related to Enrique Enriquez de Guzman, a member of the Junta of War of the Council.
There is also the question of his health. After leaving Huescar,
Pedro spent most of his life either at sea or in coastal presidios. His
unspecified illness meant that a cold climate was dangerous for him.
Perhaps he had developed a pulmonary ailment, so common to his
native land, as a youth. At any rate, it was his sense of duty and the
royal will that compelled him to serve in New Mexico. He wanted to
leave and return to the coast as soon as possible, to Merida, La Grita,
and Maracaibo and then to Havana to finish out his career.
In New Mexico today, Pedro Rodriguez Cubero is all but forgot93
ten. He i~ remembered only to provide a counterpoint to Diego de
Vargas. He has been cast in the role of blackguard and villain opposite
the heroic Vargas. Yet, it is really no wonder the two Spaniards did
not get along; they could hardly have been more different. It is also
93. The municipality of Huescar, Granada, recently named a street Gobernador
Rodriguez Cubero to honor a distinguished Oscense. The annual fiesta, which takes place
in September, now includes a scholarly component dedicated to Pedro Rodriguez Cubero, such as a roundtable, seminar, or lecture on the history of the pueblo. Fernando
Ramos Bossini to Rick Hendricks, Letter, Granada, December 18, 1991. Corporaci6n
Municipal de Huescar, Acuerdo, Huescar, January 26, 1990. Both documents in possession of the author.

RICK HENDRICKS

39

understandable that Vargas' refusal to give up his post to his legally
constituted successor would have rankled Rodriguez Cubero. Clearly,
Pedro was reluctant to travel to New Mexico; with its harsh climate'
and no real opportunity for personal enrichment. He had little desire
to become its governor and none to remain. His only wish was to fulfill
his duty in Santa Fe and move on to his next post. Nevertheless, despite
poor health, he led a number of campaigns against rebellious Indians
and expended a considerable amount of his own wealth to support the
local Franciscans and colonists. Almost a generation later, royal authorities in Spain still recalled Pedro Rodriguez Cubero's years of service in New Mexico with laudatory words and took the necessary steps
to grant in his honor his heir's request.

---._-
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Leading Women Scientists
in the American Southwest:
A Demographic Portrait, 1900-1950
GEORGE E. WEBB

One of the mbre productive components of the "new" Western history
has been the reconstruction of women's roles in the settlement and
growth of the American West. Rejecting the"gentle tamers" stereotype,
historians have shown that women participated widely in events on
the frontier and contributed in many previously ignored ways to the
region's growth. In an effort to rescue them from the invisibility assigned by earlier students of the frontier, scholars have reevaluated
frontier women as more than the "helpmate" in the sunbonnet, an
image whieh has long'been part of American mythology. Equally importarit, discussions of women in the post-frontier period have focused
on multicultural diversity. COinparative studies have provided a more
complete view of life in the West, while investigations of the interaction
among cultures have led to a deeper understanding of the social history
.
of the region. 1
George E. Webb is professor of history in Tennessee Technological University.
1. Standard discussions of women in the West include J0'lln M. Jensen and Darlis
A. Miller, "The Gentle Tamers Revisited: New Approaches to the History of Women in
the American West," Pacific Historical Review 49 (May 1980), 173-213; Sandra L. Myres,
Westering Women and the Frontier Experience, 1800-1915 (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1986); Sus'an Armitage, "Women and Men in Western History: A Stereoptical Vision," Western Historical Quarterly 16 (October 1985), 381-95; and Karen Anderson, "Western Women: The Twentieth-Century Experience," in The Twentieth-Century
West: Historical Interpretations, ed. Gerald D. Nash and Richard W. Etulain (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1989),99-122. A good study of women in the Southwest
is Joan M. Jensen and Darlis A. Miller, eds., New Mexico Women: Intercultural Perspectives
(Albuquerq~e: University of New Mexico Press, 1986).
.
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The West's women scientists have rarely been included in the
reevaluation of the region's female population. 2 Although historians
have recently contributed to an understanding of the role of women
in the growth of American science, they have generally focused on the
eastern half of the nation, with occasional discussions of California. 3
A demographic analysis of leading women scientists employed in the
Southwest (here defined as Arizona, New Mexico, and the western
panhandle of Texas) provides a valuable case study of an important
group in the intellectual history of the West. The professional characteristics of these women, especially when compared with those of
their male colleagues in the Southwest and with their female colleagues
throughout the nation, help to define the specific role women played
in the establishment of the region's science.
Biographical data concerning women scientists in the American
Southwest were collected from the American Men of Science volumes
published in 1921,1927, 1933, 1938, and 1949. 4 Despite its title, American
Men of Science remained the standard biographical directory for the
nation's scientists, male and female, during the first half of the twentieth century. It is important to note, however, that the editors of these
volumes made no attempt to include all Americans who might claim
to be scientists. Originally compiled by noted psychologistJ. McKeen
Cattell, the directories included only those individuals "who have carried on research work in the natural and exact sciences." Cattell and
his editorial successors focused on those American scientists with sig,
nificant reputations, as displayed by their publications, membership
in professional organizations, and institutional affiliation. 5 Despite these
2. Two recent exceptions to this generalization are Barbara A. Babcock and Nancy
J. Parezo, Daughters of the Desert: Women Anthropologists and the Native American Southwest,
1880-1980 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988) and Harriet Kofalk, No
Woman Tenderfoot: Florence Merriam Bailey, Pioneer Naturalist (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1989).
3. The standard study of women scientists remains Margaret W. Rossiter, Women
Scientists in America: Struggles and Strategies to 1940 (Baltimore, Maryland: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1984). Also see John Lankford and Rickey L. Slavings, "Gender and
Science: Women in American Astronomy, 1859-1940," Physics Today 43 (March 1990),5865.
4. No southwestern women scientists appeared in the volumes published in 1906
and 1910. The 1944 volume, compiled during the war years, was omitted because of its
unreliability concerning southwestern scientists, many of whom remained listed with
their home institutions outside the region. For this definition of the region, see D. W.
Meinig, Southwest: Three Peoples in Geographical Change, 1600-1970 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1971), 7-8.
5. J. McKeen Cattell, ed., American Men of Science: A Biographical Directory (Lancaster,
Pennsylvania: Jaques Cattell Press, 1906), v-vi; Stephen S. Visher, Scientists Starred 19031943 in "American Men of Science:' (New York: Ayer Company, 1975), 3-5.
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limitations"the number of south~estern scientists listed in these volumes increased dramatically, reaching more than five hundred by the
late 1940s. The women included in this population represented a similarly elite group among the nation's scientists. American Men of Science
volumes underrepresented women scientists because of their concentration in, the lower academic ranks and research positions. To gain
inclusion in these volumes, therefore, women needed particularly noteworthy credentials.
As detailed in Margaret Rossiter's 1982 study, Women Scientists in
America: Struggles and Strategies to 1940, the American scientific community offered limited opportunities for women before World War II.
Although women gained access to major doctoral programs as early
as the turn of the century, they rarely found employment at the academic levels their training indicated. Instead, the leading women scientists continued to teach and conduct research at women's colleges
(especially Wellesley, Vassar, Mount Holyoke, and Smith), while other
women found employment at the growing number of coeducational '
and land-grant colleges, in a few government agencies, and in a small
number, of industrial firms. Outside of the elite women's colleges,
however, women scientists tended to be concentrated in the lower I,
ranks or positions, with little chance for significant advancement. They'
frequently served as voluntary or poorly paid assistants in laboratories,
despite holding graduate degrees from major universities. 6
Women scientists contributed to their own "invisibility" by accepting overqualification as the price for recognition from and admission to the wider scientific community. Rossiter described this internalized
double standard as the "Madame Curie Strategy," which took on greater
visibility after Marie Curie's fund-raising visit to the United States in
1921. Although newspaper articles discussed her life in great detail
and applauded her for "opening doors" for women scientists, the impact on her American colleagues proved detrimental. Very few American scientists (male or female) were the intellectual equal of Madame
Curie, yet in order to be considered for an appropriate academic post
an American woman scientist had to convince her male colleagues that
she had reached Curie's status. Despite their higher educational qualifications (those listed in American Men of Science held the Ph.D. in
significantly higher proportions than did their male colleagues), women
scientists generally remained mired in the lower ranks of their academic
disciplines because, they had not achieved the eminence of Madame
6. Rossiter, Women Scientists in America, xv-xviii, 15-65, 99-110, 204-12.
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Curie.? A study of female academicians in the late 1920s indicated that
the situation for women college teachers was no better in other fields
than in the sciences, despite their greater presence in languages and
the social sciences. Responses to t~e survey stressed the frustration
and bitterness that such underrecognition and low salaries created.
The author's closing paragraph cogently summarized her findings:
Women with exceptional ability and proper influence testify
to the fact that they were able to rise to a position equal to that
of male colleagues, but the rank and file of the respondents seem
to have developed a defensive attitude bordering on martyrdom,
and complained, waxed bitter, and voiced resentment toward the
conditions of which they were victims. 8
The prospects for women scientists in the United States, however,
were not totally bleak. Throughout the first few decades of the twentieth century, the concept of "women's work" in science led to opportunities in specific fields. Chemist Ellen Swallow Richards, for example,
applied her training at Vassar and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology to the creation of home economics as a scientific field by 1910.
Stressing the importance of science to many facets of homemaking,
Richards' work led to a discipline that became particularly valuable to
the emerging land-grant schools with their extension services in· the
Midwest and West. Other disciplines that provided women scientists
with professional opportunities included nutrition (as in home economics, women chemists tended to dominate this field), hygiene, and,
to a lesster extent, botany, medicine, and anthropology. In these disciplines, women could advance even if salaries remained consistently
below those of men with similar rank. Coeducational colleges and
universittes also provided women scientists with administrative opportunities in the office of dean of women. Campus officials frequently
added such positions to the duties of female faculty members regardless of their background or qualifications. 9
As women scientists attempted to gain access to legitimate roles
7. Ibid., 120-68.
8. Marion O. Hawthorne, "Women as College Teachers," Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science 143 (May 1929), 146-53. Two valuable studies of the
place of women in science include Marie Farnsworth, "Women in Chemistry-A Statistical Study," Industrial and Engineering Chemistry 3 (September 10, 1925), 4; and Ethel L.
French, "A Survey of the Training and Placement of Women Chemistry Majors in Women's and Co-Educational Colleges:' Journal of Chemical Education 16 (December 1939),57477.

9. Rossiter, Women Scientists in America, 52-71, 116-21, 137-38, 160-65, 200-204.
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in the American scientific community, science in the Southwest grew
steadily into a position of respectability. Naturalists had long viewed
the region as a source of new species and a~ a natural laboratory for
the study of the biological and climatic uniqueness of the Southwest.
Institution,al growth characterized southwestern science during the
early twentieth century as the region's educational establishment expanded. Large numbers of scientists held positions at the University
of Arizona (Tucson), the University of New Mexico (Albuquerque),
and New Mexico College (Las Cruces), with others scattered throughout the region in the smaller schools. By the 1930s, the federal government had emerged as a significant employer through the expanded
rese~rch activities of the Agriculture and Interior departments. The
215 southwestern scientists listed in the 1938 volume of American Men
of Science represented a wide range of specialties, educational backgrounds, and employment characteristics, indicating that they had
established the region as a legitimate partner in the nation's scientific
pursuit. 10
Despite the steady growth of southwestern scieI).ce in the early
decades of the twentieth century, women scientists became visible in
the region very slowly.ll The first two women listed in American Me,,!
of Science appeared in the 1'921 volume, displaying many of the characteristics of their female colleagues throughout the nation. Edna Mosher, a native of Canada, earned an undergraduate degree at Cornell
University in 1908, after which she studied entomology at the University of Illinois. A doctoral graduate of 1915, she taught at Ohio State
University and the University of Illinois before accepting a position as
professor of biology at the University .of New Mexico in 1919. Her
appointment to a senior position represented an unusual degree of
recognition for a 'woman scientist, but her selection as dean of women
in 1920 more closely followed the academic practices of the period. She
held these two positions until 1923, when she accepted a professorial
post at Adelphi College in Garden City, New York.
If Mosher's career in New Mexico suggests that opportunities for
women scientists were greater in the region than in the nation as a
10. On the growth of science in the Southwest before World War II, see George E.
Webb, "Scientists in the American Southwest: The Birth of a Community, 1906-1938,"
The Historian 50 (February 1988), 173-95.
.
11. The new speciality of home economics had become visible in New Mexico some-'
what earlier. See Joan M. Jensel1, "Canning Comes to New Mexico: Women and the
Agricultural Extension Service, 1914-1919," in Jensen and Miller, eds., New Mexico Women,
201-26; and Sally J. Lee and Jeffrey P. Brown, "Women at New Mexico State University:
The Early Years, 1888-1920," New Mexico Historical Review 64 (January 1989), 77-93.
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whole, the experiences of Edith Shreve provide an alternative image.
A graduate of the University of Chicago with degrees in physics and
chemistrYI she was a physics instructor at Goucher College when she
met botanist Forrest Shreve. After their marriage in 1909, Shreve joined
her husband in his work at the Carnegie Desert Laboratory near Tucson,quickly establishing herself as a plant physiologist. By 1914, for
example, she had published a classic study on palo verde transpiration
which remains part of the standard literature. She accompanied her
husband on field expeditions, but generally worked independently on
her own research topicsY Despite her recognized ability, however,
Edith Shreve served asa "voluntary investigator" for the Desert Laboratory, a situation many women scientists endured during the early
twentieth century because of nepotism rules.
Over the next dozen years, the number of women scientists employed in the Southwest remained stable at four. While Shreve continued her research in plant physiology,13 other women arrived in the
region to pursue various studies. Botanist Frances Louise Long briefly
worked at the Desert Lab in the late 1920s (before moving to the Carnegie Institution's Santa Barbara facility), while biologist Helen Murphy (University of New Mexico) and chemist Lila Sands (University of
Arizona) accepted faculty appointments in 1923 and 1924, respectively.
The 1933 cohort included two new names, both of whom held positions
at the University of Arizona. Bacteriologist Mary Estill Caldwell, a
recent recipient of a University of Chicago doctorate, was assistant
professor of biology. Born in Ohio, she had earned undergraduate and
master's degrees at the University of Arizona, after which she taught
biology for the institution as an instructor from 1919 to 1924. She married zoologist (and Arizona faculty member) George T. Caldwell in
1925. A Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship for 1929-1930 enabled her
to pursue doctoral study. Margaret Cammack Smith came to Tucson
in 1925 as associate professor of home economics, after teaching at
Columbia Teachers College and earning a doctorate from Columbia
University. A specialist in nutrition, her research interests paralleled
those of her husband, Arizona agricultural chemist Howard Smith,
12. Janice Emily Bowers, A Sense of Place: The Life and Work of Forrest Shreve (Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1988), 21-23, 46-50, 66-67, 70, 82, 95. Edith B. Shreve, The
Daily March of Transpiration in a Desert Perennial (Washington, D. c.: Carnegie Institution,
1914). Another example of Shreve's research interests is Edith Bellamy Shreve, "Investigations on the Imbibition of Water by Gelatine," Science 48 (September 27, 1918), 32427.
13. Edith B. Shreve, "Seasonal Changes in the Water Relations of Desert Plants,"
Ecology 4 (July 1923), 266-92.
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Mary Estill Caldwell. Photograph courtesy of Special Collections, University
of Arizona Library.
of'

whom she married in 1927. By 1928, she had been promoted to the
rank of professor of nutrition and nutrition chemist at the university.
The women scientists employed in the Southwest during the 1920s
and early 1930s, although small in number, nonetheless provide intriguing insights into the role such women played in the establishment
of a scientific community in the region. As was the case with their
male colleagues, most 'of the women were born in the Midwest and
attended such leading undergraduate and graduate institutions as Cornell University, the University of Chicago, and the University of IllirlOis.
These schools were the primary sources of women scientists in the
nation, indicating that southwestern women scientists shared many
of the professional characteristics of the national population. 14
The Southwest's women scientists also displayed other characteristics of their sisters elsewhere. The concept of "women's work" re14. Rossiter, Women Scientists in America, 36-40, 146-59.
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mained quite evident in the employment histories of these 'women.
Such "feminized" fields as m:ltrition and home economics were well
represented, as were the slightly less feminized specialties of botany
and biology. The new discipline of bacteriology emerged as' a field of
interest to women, at least in part because of its connection with various
health reforms of the early twentieth century.15 The "Madame Curie
Strategy" was also evident, as indicated by the high proportion of Ph.D.
recipients (Edith Shreve was the only woman scientist without this
degree).
During this early period in the Southwest's scientific growth, however, evidence indicates that women gained promotion more easily
than colleagues elsewhere. Women had enjoyed greater opportunities
for advancement in western colleges and universities throughout the
twentieth century. A study published in Science in 1912 !ndicated that
women were more than twice as likely to hold positions iri state colleges
and universities west of the Mississippi River than in those east of the
river. Although these women tended to be employed in fields other
than science and at' the rank of instructor, more than 10 percent (primarily in western schools) held the rank of professor. 16 Among southwestern }Vomen scientists, Mosher, Murphy, and Sinith progressed
rapidly to senior positions, while Caldwell and Sands earned posts as
assistant professors more quickly than individuals with similar credentials in other regions. Admittedly, the small population makes generalizations suspect, but opportunities for women scientists clearly
existed in the Southwest of the 1920s and early 1930s.
The number of women scientists in the Southwest more than doubled between the 1933 American Men of Science volume and the 1938
edition, providing a data base which allows a more systematic analysis
of their characteristics and status. As had been the case earlier, southwestern wom~n scientists of the late 1930s displayed a strong midwestern connection. Sixty percent of the 193~ cohort were born in the
Midwest (Table 1) and half of them earned undergraduate degrees in
the region (Table 2). Unlike their female colleagues elsewhere, southwestern women scientists were overwhelmingly educated in coeducational institutions; Goucher College, with one alumna, was the only
women's college represented among the 1938 population. In addition
to the midwestern concentration, a secondary undergraduate axis of
15. Ibid., 138,238-41. Among southwestern women scientists in the 1920s and early
19305, only chemist Lila Sands held a position in a traditionally male-dominated field.
16. C. H~ Handschin, "The Percentage of Women Teachers in State Colleges and
Universities," Science 35 (January 12, 1912), 55-57.
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Arizona and California appeared among these women scientists. Stanford University and the University of California each produced one
graduate, while the University of Arizona claimed two. Eighty percent
of these sclentists held the doctoral degree, a significantly higher figure
than that of the region's scientific population as a whole. Major programs at the University of Chicago, Columbia University, and the University of California were represented, as were slightly less well
established programs at such schools as Ohio State University'and the
University of Nebraska (Table 3). Graduates appear to have continued
their education at the same school in most cases. Of those who pursued
a master's degree (nine of the ten), all but three remained at their
undergraduate institution. Of the eight who earned the doctorate, half
did' so at their undergraduate school. The two University of Arizona
gra~uates remained in Tucson for their master's degrees and then
moved to the University of Chicago for doctoral work In terms of their
educational background, the region's women scientists possessed credentials little different from their male colleagues.
.
The "women's work" perspective continued. to characterize the
region's female scientists as the decade of the 1930s ended (Table 4).
Such fields as medicine, nutrition, anthropology, and botany dominated the specialties these scientists claimed. Although two chemists:
appear among the 1938 population, one of them focused on nutrition
research. Louise Otis, with three degrees from Northwestern University and teaching experience at Pomona College, joined the Arizona
Agricultural Experiment Station staff in 1935 as associate nutrition
chemist. Women scientists found employment at several different institutions (only the University of Arizona employed more than one),
ranging from colleges and universities to independent research facilities such as the Gila Pueblo Archaeological Foundation and the Carnegie Desert Laboratory (Table 5). Data concerning academic employment
~uggest that women continued to fare better in the Southwest than
their female colleagues elsewhere. Of the five who held academic positions, two were full professors in 1938 while the other three were
divided equally among the instructor, assistant professor, and associate
professor ranks. Women who held research positions tended to be
concentrated at the junior staff level, a situation common for women
. scientists in the late 1930s.
Southwestern women scientists contributed to their profeSSIons
in a number of different ways. Edith Shreve, for example, continued
to volunteer her services to the Desert Laboratory, pursuing her own
.research interestswhile assisting her husband in his. Another husbandwife research team accomplished their work at the Arizona Agricultural
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Margaret Cammack Smith. Photograph courtesy of Special Collections, University of Arizona Library.

Experiment Station in Tucson. Nutritionist Margaret Smith and her
agricultural chemist husband, Howard, investigated the mottling of
human tooth enamel during the 1930s, determining that excessive fluorine in water supplies caused this condition. Analyzing more than
twenty-six thousand water samples in Arizona, they devised a practical
method to reduce the fluorine level in rural home :water wells and, by
the late 1930s, had encouraged municipal authorities to expand the
process to city water systems. I?
Another woman scientist found the Southwest a land of exceptional opportunity. Mary Caldwell's career at the University of Arizona
progressed rapidly during the 1930s, leading to her appointment as
head of the bacteriology department in 1935 and" her promotion to full
professor two years later. In a period of few such opportunities for
17. Irvin May, "Southwestern Agricultural Experiment Stations During the New
Deal," Journal of the West 18 (October 1979), 77.
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women scientists, Caldwell's success was sufficiently unusual that .Rossiter singled her out as the only southwestern scientist discussed in
Women Scientists in America. Rossiter suggested that Caldwell's promotion was made easier because she had earned two degrees at Arizona and was therefore well known by senior colleagues .18 Although
not mentioned byRossiter, Caldwell's research interests in tuberculosis
undoubtedly contributed to her colleagues' high esteem.
The greatest opportunities for the region's women scientists appeared in anthropology. Combining as it did the "women's work"
concept and the traditional importance of the Southwest to the discipline, anthropology provided various opportunities during the 1930s,
even for individuals trained in other fields. Physician Sophie B. Aberle
(Ph.D., Stanford, 1927; M.D., Yale, 1930) arrived in Albuquerque in
1935 as the superintendent of Pueblo Indians for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. In addition to her administrative duties, she conducted research concerning the vital statistics of the Pueblo Indians and the
growth and development of their children. The federal government's
growing concern with the medical problems facing Native A!pericans
during the 1930s provided Aberle with significant support fOf' her en'
d eavors. 19
~
Of greater moment for anthropology itself, two figures stand oJf .?(
among the women sci~ntists of the late 1930s. Isabel Kelly (Ph.D.,
University of California, 1932), a student of noted anthropologist Alfred
Kroeberand sociologist Mary Roberts Coolidge, served two years as
a National Research Fellow at the Laboratory of Anthropology in Santa
Fe. In 1937, she joined the Gila Pueblo Archaeological Foundation in
Globe, Arizona, for which she excavated the important Hodges Site
north of Tucson. Her endeavors provided specific information about
the Hohokam culture and paralleled contemporary investigations in
the state. Although Kelly is most famous,for her later work in western
Mexico during the 1940s and 1950s, her contributions to southwestern
archaeology were no less significant. 20
18, Rossiter, Women Scientists in America, 187-88.
19. Recent discussions of specific programs include Robert A. Trennert, "Indian

Sore Eyes: The Federal Campaign to Control Trachoma in the Southwest, 1910-1940,"
Journal of the Southwest 32 (Summer 1990), 121-49; and Sandra K. Schackel, "'The Tales
Those Nurses Told!': Public Health Nurses Among the Pueblo and Navajo Indians," New
Mexico Historical Review 65 (April 1990), 225-49.
20. Babcock and Parezo, Daughters of the Desert, 147. For background information
on Hohokam archaeology, see Emil W. Haury, The Hohokam: Desert Farmers & Craftsmen,
'Excavations at Snaketown, 1964-1965 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1976), 3-9. On
the Hodges Si.te, see Gayle H. Hartmann, ed., The Hodges Ruin: A Hohokam Community
in the Tucson Basin (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1978).
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Even more noted for her anthropological research in the Southwest, Florence Hawley also represents one of the few native· Southwesterners to make an early contribution to science. Born in La Cananea,
Mexico, in 1906, Hawley pursued her undergraduate and master's degrees at the University of Arizona, where she studied with respected
archaeologist Byron Cummings and dendrochronologist A. E. Douglass. One of the first women to earn a doctorate in archaeology (University of Chicago, 1934), she applied the new technique of tree-ring
dating to determine the age of the Chetro Ketl ruin in Chaco Canyon
and later extended dendrochronological research to the Mississippi
Valley. She accepted an assistant professorship at the University of
New Mexico in 1935 and held a joint appointmenfat the University of
Chicago from 1937 until 1940. 21 Already a leading figure in archaeology
by the mid-1930s, Hawley's presence aided in the establishment of the
University of New Mexico as a second focus for southwestern archaeology, joining the well-established program at the University of Arizona.
The Second World War brought about a dramatic increase in the
number of scientists in the American Southwest. The wartime establishment and growth of the Los Alamos research facility brought leading scientists from throughout the United States to the high desert of
northern New Mexico. Although many of these individuals left the
region at war's end, the laboratory remained as an integral part of the
nation's technical infrastructure. The region's universities and colleges
grew rapidly in the late 194Os, hiring large numbers of scientists for
both faculty and research positions. The presence of Los Alamos certainly provided the Southwest with increased scientific credibility, but
the existing prewar scientific community continued to contribute significantly as well. An accurate portrait' of southwestern scientists in
the late 1940s would thus require two canvasses. Scientists involved
with the work at Los Alamos participated in the "Big Science" of large
budgets, team research, and sophisticated equipment, while many other
scientists continued to investigate the region's unique characteristics. 22
More than five hundred southwestern scientists were listed in the 1949
21. Babcock and Parezo, Daughters of the Desert, 125-29. On developments in dendrochronology during this period, see George Ernest Webb, Tree Rings and Telescopes: The
Scientific Career of A. E. Douglass (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1983), 101-51.
22. George E. Webb, "Scientists in the American Southwest: The Impact of World
War II," paper presented at Western History Association meeting, Reno, Nevada, October 17-20, 1990.
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American Men of Science volume, a clear indication of the region's place
as a science center.
The dramatic increase in the number and status of women scientists in the Southwest paralleied the ge'neral growth of science in the
region. The number of women scientists nearly doubled between 1938
and 1949, with nineteen listed in the American Men of Science volume
published in the latter year: Although the establishment and growth
of Los Alamos accounted for much of the increase in the region's
scientific population, the number of women employed at the laboratory
remained small. Only three of the nineteen held positions at Los Alamos, suggesting that the Second World War had little effeCt on employment opportunities for the region's female scientists.
The demographic, characteristics of the Southwest's women scientists, however, changed markedly between the late 1930s and the
late 1940s. Although the Midwest remained the region of birth for the
largest number of these scientists (nearly 50 percent), the Middle Atlantic states and the South also claimed large numbers (Table 1). The
Midwest and Middle Atlantic states had long been the origin of the
majority of the region's scientists', but the South appears as a leading
source only among women scientists. The' educational backgrounds of
the region's women scientists also changed during the decade. At the
undergraduate level, schools in the Southwest and qn the Pacific coast
supplanted the midwestern colleges and universities as the leading
suppliers of these scientists (Table 2). The University of Chicago claimed
three alumnae, but the only other schools with multiple graduates were the University of Arizona with three and the University of New Mexico
with two. The presence of these latter two institUtions among leading
producers of science undergraduates provides indirect evidence of the
growth of science in the region during the preceding decades.
Women scientists in the Southwes~ continued to represent a better
educated population than their male colleagues. All but one of the
nineteen held postgraduate degrees, with more than 84 percent recipients of the 'Ph.D. or M.D. degree. The corresponding figure for the
region's scientific population as a whole was slightly less than 60 percent. ,The University of Chicago remained the primary source of science
doct9rates among women scientists, producing a third of-all degrees
(Table 3). Other leading science programs that supplied southwestern
women scientists included C<;>lumbia, Johns Hopkins, and Cornell universities. 23 Although the region's universities were slowly adding doc23. The ~o M.D. degrees were from Yale and Rochester.
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toral programs, only the University of Arizona produced a Ph.D. among
this population, bestowing a botany degree onKittie F. Parker in 1946.
Parker had been in Tucson since 1937, when her husband, Kenneth,
accepted a position with the Southwest Forest and Range Experiment
Station of the U.S. Forest Service. She served as laboratory assistant
and instructor until 1949, when she became an assistant professor of
botany and the curator of the university's herbarium. Unlike their
colleagues of a decade before, the 1949 cohort failed to remain at their
baccalaureate institutions for graduate study. Ten of the seventeen who
earned master's degrees remained at their undergraduate schools, but
only the four graduates of the University of Chicago, the University
of Nebraska, and Stanford University earned their doctorates from the
schools granting their bachelor's degrees.
Employment patterns show less remarkable change during the
decade, although certain developments are noteworthy (Table 5). Academic appointments became even more dominant in the late 1940s,
with nearly 70 percent of all women scientists employed by the universities and colleges of the region. The University of Arizona remained
the leading location of women scientists, employing seven of the nineteen, while New Mexico Highlands University included two women
scientists among its faculty. The tanks these women held indicate a
continued distribution which was more advanced than that which characterized women scientists nationwide. Nearly half of the women academic scientists held full professorships and only two of the thirteen
remained below the associate professor level.
Two phenomena emerge to explain this concentration in higher
ranks. In many cases, promotions occurred in a relatively rapid fashion.
Nutritionist Ethel M. Thompson, for example, joined the University
of Arizona faculty as an assistant professor in 1938. After receiving her
Ph.D. from Columbia University in 1940, she advanced to associate
professor, followed by a professorship in 1942. In disciplines less identified as "women's work," southwestern women scientists had a more
difficult path to senior status, although even here they appear to have
been more successful than their colleagues elsewhere. Chemist Lila
Sands gained promotion to full professor in 1938, after eight years as
associate professor, while clinical psychologist Anna Y. Martin assumed the chairmanship of the psychology department at New Mexico
Highlands in 1949 after three years as associate professor and dean of
women. Southwestern schools also tended to hire women scientists at
advanced ranks. Botanist Mary H. Wilde (Ph.D., Cornell, 1942) taught
six years at Mt. Holyoke College as instructor and assistant professor
before moving to Texas Western College in EI Paso as associate professor
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Ethel M.. Thompson. Photograph courtesy of Special Collections, University
of Arizona Library.

in 1949. New Mexico Highlands University was sufficiently motivated
to hire biologist Lora M. Shields as an associate professor upon completion of her Ph.D. at'the University of Iowa in 1947.
'
Specializations of the region's women scientists underwent little
change between the late 1930s and late 1940s (Table 4). Concentration
in traditional fields for women appears even more pronounced, with
all but three of the nineteen women in fields such as medicine, nutrition, anthropology, psychology, or botany. Two of the three exceptions
to this characteristic were physicists Elizabeth Graves and Jane Hall,
who had joined the staff at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratoryin 1943
and 1945, respectively. Graves' husband, Alvin (whom she had married
while they were students at the University of Chicago), had, been a
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TABLE 1. Birthplace.

American Men of Science volume
State/Country
New York
New Jersey
Maryland
North Carolina
Tennessee
Arkansas
Oklahoma
Ohio
Michigan
Illinois
Missouri
Iowa
Nebraska
Minnesota
Colorado
California
CANADA
MEXICO
SCOTLAND

1921

1927

1933

1938

1949

1

1
2

1

1

1

2

1
1

2
1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3
2

1
1
1

1

1

Los Alamos staff member since 1943 as well, and served as a division
leader in the late 1940s.
Although most of the region's women scientists remained at least
moderately active in research, two disciplines (medicine and anthropology) attracted the greatest interest. The Southwest's reputation as
a haven for those afflicted with respiratory illnesses led to much research on tuberculosis. 24 Mary Caldwell continued her bacteri~logical
studies of the disease, while Edith Shreve joined the Desert Sanatorium
and Research Institute in 1940 as a research biochemist. Shreve's new
studies paralleled her husband's decreasing activity at the Carnegie
Desert Laboratory after the late 1930s. Even before his retirement in
24. The literature on the Southwest's role as a tuberculosis haven includes many
good studies. For the period before 1900, see Billy M. Jones, Health-Seekers in the Southwest,
1817-1900 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1967), 123-98. Valuable discussions
of the situation in New Mexico include Jake W. Spidle, Jr., Doctors of Medicine in New
Mexico: A History of Health and Medical Practice, 1886-1986 (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1986), 87-169; and Judith R. Johnson, "John Weinzirl: A Personal
Search for the Conquest of Tuberculosis," New Mexico Historical Review 63 (April 1988),
141-55.
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TABLE 2. Undergraduate Institutions.

American Men of Science volume
Institution
U. of Chicago
U. of Arizona
U. of Nebraska
U. of Minnesota
U. of California
Cornell
U. of New Mexico
Stanford
Drake
Goucher
Illinois S1. Normal
Miami (Ohio)
M1. Holyoke
New Jersey ColI. Women
North Texas S1. ColI.
Northwestern
Pittsburgh
U. of Washington

1921

1927

1933

1938

1949

1

1

1
1
1
1

1
2
1
1
1

3
3
1
1
1

1

2
1
1

2

1

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

mid-1945, Forrest Shre~e had spent less and less time a~ the laboratory
as his health slowly deteriorated. 25 PhysiCian Jean C. Sabine, who had
joined the medical research staff at Los Alamos in 1949, investigated
the activity of the enzyme cholinesterase in blood disorders such as
,
pernicious anemia.
'
The field of anthropology, however, continued to represent the .
discipline with the greatest opportunities for women scientists in the
Southwest. By the late 194Os, Florence Hawley gained promotion to
associate professor at the University of New Mexico, where she continued her research concerning the region's Indians. This work attracted national interest and led to her appointment to the elections
coIlUl}ittee of the American Anthropological Association in 1948. 26 Hawley
also devoted 'significant time to her teaching responsibilities, combining
25. Bowers, A Sense of Place, 148. Edith Shreve did not abandon research in plant
physiology, however, as shown by her June 1940 presentation at .the Pacific Section
meeting of the Botanical Society of America. E. B. Shreve, "The Relation of Transpiration
to Evaporation from Artificial Surfaces," American}ournal of Botany 27 (October 1940),'
707.
26. Babcock and Parezo, Daughters of the Desert, 125.
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TABLE 3. Ph.D. Institutions.

American Men of Science volume
Institution

U. of Chicago
Columbia
U. of Nebraska
Cornell
Stanford
U. of Arizona
U. of California
Clark
Johns Hopkins
U. of Illinois
U. of Iowa
U. of Minnesota
Northwestern
Ohio State
U. of Texas

1921

1927

1
1

1933

1938

1949

1
1
1

2
1
1

5
2
1
1
1
1

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

classroom activities and fieldwork at all levels. One of her first students
in Albuquerque was Bertha P. Dutton, who earned undergraduate and
master's degrees under Hawley in the mid-1930s. Dutton secured a
staff position with the Museum of New Mexico in 1936 and soon became
curator of ethnology, the first of many administrative positions she
held at the museum. 27 The University of Arizona employed the third
woman anthropologist in the region. Clara Lee Tanner had been one
of the first archaeology graduate students at Arizona in the late 1920s
(the other two were Florence Hawley and Emil W. Haury) and became
an instructor at the Tucson school after earning her M.A. degree in
1928. A specialist in Southwest Indian art, Tanner became an assistant
professor in 1935. 28
.
In addition to their success lin terms of promotion and status at
their home institutions, women scientists in the Southwest also gained
recognition on the national and state levels. Both Hawley and Dutton,
for example, were fellows of the American Anthropological Association, while geographer Agnes Morgan Allen (Arizona State Teachers
College in Flagstaff) held a position on the executive board of the
National Council of Geography Teachers. Sophie Aberle had retired as
27. Ibid., 129, 135.
28. Ibid., 159. Tanner's lack of a Ph.D. slowed her promotion rate significantly.
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TABLE 4. Scientific Disciplines.
Discipline
Mathematics
Physics
Chemistry
Biology
Bacteriology
Botany
Plant Physiology
Medicine
Psychology
Nutrition'
Anthropology
Archaeology
Geography
Home Economics

1921

American Men of Science volume
1927
1933
1938
1949
1

1

1
1

1

1
1

1
1

2
1
1

1

1
1

1

1
2

2
1
1
1
2
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
1

superintendent of Pueblo Indians in 1944 to accept an administrative
position in the Division of Medical Sciences of 'the Natio~al Research \Council, remaining in Albuquerque while discharging her responsibilities. Two University of Arizona faculty members held important
state positions in their disciplines. Nutritionist Ethel Thompson 'Served
as chairman of the Arizona Nutrition Council during 1944:....1945 and
was elected president of the Arizona Dietetic Association the following
year. Mary Caldwell remained a member of the State Board of Examiners in Basic Sciences and became president of the Arizona Public
Health Association in 1946.
'
Women scientists in the American Southwest from the 1920s through
the 1940s represent an intriguing subpopulation of the region's scientific community. Never a large group, they nonethel~ssdisplayed
many of the characteristics that defined women scientists in the United
States during the 'first half of the twentieth century. As did their female
colleagues elsewhere in the nation, they tended to specialize in those
fields that were defined as "women's work," such as nutrition, home
economics, and, to a lesser extent, psychology, anthropology, botany,
and medicine. Another similarity was the generally higher educational
levels among women scientists in the Southwest, as compared to their
male colleagues. Th~ research contributions of such figures as Hawley,
Smith, and Shreve also indicate a desire to perform at high scholarly
levels. The "Madame CurieStrategy" Rossiter described clearly applied
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TABLE 5. Employers.

Employer
U. of Arizona
Carnegie Desert Lab.
U. of New Mexico
Los Alamos Sci. Lab.
N.M. Highlands (Las Vegas)
Az. Agric. Exp. Station
Az. St. Tchr. Coll. (Flagstaff)
Az. St. Tchr. Coll. (Tempe)
Gila Pueblo
U. S. Interior Dept.
Museum of New Mexico
National Research Council
N.M. Military Inst.
Private Sector
Texas Western College
Retired

1921
1
1

American Men of Science volume
1927
1938
1949
1933
1
2
1

3
1

3
1
1

7
1
3
2

1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1

to the region's scientists as it did to those elsewhere in the United
States.
There exist, however, important differences that also characterize
the Southwest's women scientists. Especially in higher education, these
scientists appear to have been more successful in gaining senior status
than their colleagues elsewhere. Southwestern colleges and universities, because they were land-grant and coeducational, may well have
represented a particularly fertile growth medium for this population.
These schools were not only willing to hire faculty members in fields
such as nutrition and home ecoilOmics, but also provided similar opportunities in agricultural experiment stations. The growth of these
institutions in the 1920s and 1930s provided more opportunities for
faculty appointments (for both men and women), leading the region's
administrators to worry less about hiring female faculty than their
administrative colleagues at the better established colleges and universities in the East and Midwest. 29 For a variety of reasons, women
29. Especially in higher education, administrators often applied antinepotism rules
in a rigid fashion to avoid hiring women scientists. Rossiter, Women Scientists in America,
190-97, 216. This practice seems not to have been widely followed in the Southwest.
For an explanation of the greater opportunities for women in western higher education,
see Handschin, "Percentage of Women Teachers," 57.
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scientists in the Southwest enjoyed opportunities unavailable to their
female colleagues in other areas' of the nation.
, At mid-century, women scientists i!l the Southwest had established noteworthy mdividual reputation,s and haq played a visible role
in the growth of science in the region: Although a small percentage of
the 'scientific community, these women nonetheless held important
positions at their home institutions and earned state and national recognition among their peers. They par~icipated in the institutional growth
of the region's science and contributed to the advance of their disciplines. A hitherto invisible aspect of the region's development, these
women scientists represent an important addition to the history of
both women and science in the Ainerican Southwest.

o

190-97, 216. This practice 'seems not to have been widely followed in the Southwest.
For an explanation of the greater opportunities for women in western higher education,
see Handschin',"Percentage of Women Teachers," 57.
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New Voices in Native American
History: A Review Essay
JOSEPH C. PORTER

D. C. Cole's The Chiricahua Apache and Albert L. Hurtado's Indian Survival on the California Frontier concentrate on two different cultural and
regional areas of ethnohistory, and each scholar employs a different
methodological approach to his material. Cole focuses on one tribal
group-the Chiricahua Apaches-while Hurtado examines several tribes .
in northern California. Differences in methodology and cultural areas
notwithstanding, Cole and Hurtado share a theme that informs much
contemporary ethnohistorical scholarship, and this is an examination
of the strategies that Native American individuals and tribal groups
u'sed to cope with and to survive against the disruption of the Indian
world created by Europeans and Euro-Americans. By focusing upon
survival strategies, studies such as Cole's and Hurtado's "unfreezes"
Indian history from the static moorings assigned to itby some scholars.
Cole and Hurtado, by looking at historic change from the perspective
of Indian peoples, listen to Indian voices as they articulated their re. spopses to fluctuating environmental and social circumstances. By inJoseph c. Porter is Director of Publications, Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis,
Missouri. In addition to his prize-winning arid critically acclaimed book Paper Medicine
Man: John Gregory Bourke and His American West (1986), Porter has published widely in
western American studies and Native American history, and he has wQrked on museum
exhibitions and documentary films relating to the American West.
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eluding Indians as active participants in their own history, Cole and
Hurtado note change over time within Indian groupS.1
The Chiricahua Apache and Indian Survival on the California Frontier
are timely because they pertain to the present critical debate and dialogue
between Native Americans and scholars (Indian and non-Indian) from
universities and also from art, history, and al1thropology museums.
This debate centers on who imbues American Indian cultures (which
encompasses Indian histories and Indian arts and material objects) with
meaning. 2 Cole and Hurtado emphasize that to deny Indian cultures
the capacity for change is to implicitly trivialize those cultures and to
demean their historical experiences. In these two volumes they outline
the resilient responses of Indian groups who did not passively accept
the devastating changes sweeping their areas.
Cole and Hurtado, utilizing two different approaches to their research, develop Indian perspectives to Indian history. Apacheria and
California both invite close examinations of Indian responses to drastic
cultural and environmental changes caused by the Europeans. In the
1. Scholars of other cultural areas have argued for the notion of historic adaptation
within Indian groups. Some pertinent works include John C. Ewers, The Horse and
Blackfoot Indian Culture (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1980); Gary
Clayton Anderson, Kinsmen of Another Kind: Dakota~White Relatio'ns in the Upper Mississippi
Valley, 1650-1862 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984); Gary Clayton Anderson,
"Early Dakota Migration and Intertribal War: A Revision," Western HistoricalQuarterly
11 (January 1980),.17-36; Richard White, "The Winning of the West: The Expansion of
the Western Sioux in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries," Journal of American
History 65 (September 1978), 319-43; Raymond J. DeMallie and Douglas R. Park, eds.,
Sioux Indian Religion (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987); Symmes,c. Oliver,
Ecology and Cultural Continuity as Contributing Factors in the Social Organization of the Plains
Indians (Berkeley: Univ,ersity of California Publications in American Archaeology and
Ethnology, 1962); John H. Moore, The Cheyenne Nation: A Social and Demographic History
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987).
'
2. Ethnohistorians should remain informed of this important dialogue, Although
much of it has arisen from the fields of art history, literary theory, and the history of
anthropological thought, this debate carries clearimplications about how ethnohistorians
approach their source material whether these be indigenous narratives, narratives of
non-native observers, or native arts or material culture objects. For a provocative assessment of the general issues see James Clifford and George E. Marcus; eds., Writing
Culture: The Poetics and Politics of Ethnography (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1986); James Clifford, The Predicament of Culture: Twentieth-Century Ethnography, Literature,
and Art (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988); and Sally Price, Primitive Art in
Civilized Places (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989). For evaluation of American
Indian narratives see Arnold Krupat, For Those Who Came After: A Study of American Indian
Autobiography (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985); H. David Brumble III,
American Indian Autobiography (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988); and Brian
Swann and Arnold Krupat, eds., Recovering the World: Essays on Native American Literature
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1987).
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The Chiricahua Apache, 1846-1876:
From War to Reservation. By D. C.
Cole. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1988. vi + 219
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.)

historic period Apacheria and California shared some ethnohistorical
factors common to the Hispanic Borderlands because by the middle
nineteenth century Apacheria and California involved many Indian
groups and two predominant European groups-Hispanic and AngloAmerican.
Apacheria induded several' distinct Southern Athapascan groups,
each forging different and distinctive relationships with each other,
with the environment, and with the Europeans. The Hispanics and
Anglos were, in turn, divided into various cultural groups, and political
and military districts and units. By 1876, the final year of Cole's study,
Apacheria straddled the national boundary between the United States
and Mexico. Thus the situation facing Chiricahuas and national and
local' officials on both si&s of the border was a complicated and fluid
mosaic of competing local political and Chiricahua band interests. North
of the Rio Grande one state (Texas) and two territories (New Mexico
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and Arizona) and three military departments sought to coordinate
consistent civil and military policies toward the Chiricahuas. Similarly,
in Mexico, the· Chiricahuas contended with two states, each with its
own regional interests and military districts. On both sides of the
border local Hispanic and Anglo constituencies frequently made their
own arrangements with specific Apache bands. 3
Cole concentrates on the three decades after 1846 when the Chiricahuas were confronted with new problems by the Americans, but first
he provides a history of the four Chiricahua bands before 1846. Cole
outlines their religious, social, and political organization because Chiricahua cultural values governed how they.adjusted to change. For
example, Chiricahua religious devotion to specific geographic locales
and their band organization shaped their response to the troublesome
Anglos. "It is hard to overestimate the significance of territory to the
Chiricahua people." Cole writes, "Specific locations were, however,
created for Apache use. This was reinforced· by the many gifts of the
G' an, or mountain spirits, who became the special protectors of Apache
people ... It was unthinkable for the Chiricahua Apaches to give up
contact with C'an. This meant holding tenaciously to the mountains
that were their mutual homelands. Chiricahuas did not make war to
seize or control land. What was common was a very strongly defined
sense of homeland" (pp. 11-12). This Chiricahua sense of homeland
shaped their efforts to resist all encroachment by Hispanics or Anglos.
Apache cosmology saw the universe as full of competing and often
hostile forces that vied with each other, and this guided Chiricahua
notions of warfare. Because the universe was a hostile place, raiding
and warfare "were found to have ties to virtually every facet of Chiricahua society by the 184Os" (p. 49). A determination to maintain their
territorial base, economic needs, and cultural inclination in which "Chiricahuas saw raiding as a practical application of [their] cosmology in
which the forces of the universe were at war with one another"
(p. 52) made raiding central to Chiricahua culture. Yet as Cole shows,
this essential cultural core did not remain static or unchanging. Chiricahua patterns of raiding adapted quickly to new economic needs
3. Two recent volumes that focus on the Spanish and Mexican responses to Apache
affairs are William B. Griffen, Apaches at War and Peace: The Janos Presidio (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1988) and William B. Griffen, Utmost Good Faith: Patterns
ofApache-Mexican Hostiliti/?s in Northern Chihuahua Border Warfare, 1821-1848 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1988). Dan L. Thrapp, The Conquest of Apacheria (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1967) remains the best one-volume treatment of the overall
Apache Wars. Thrapp's study includes the western Apache tribes and bands as well as
the Chiricahua groups.
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while the tactics of raiding and war parties quickly adjusted to new
military challenges presented by the Mexicans and Americans.
Cole looks beneath the tribal label, because specific Chiricahua
bands had their own distinct responses to change. The interest or
welfare of a given band might require a course of action different from
one taken by another band or group within the same tribe. Against
this backdrop of Chiricahua cosmology and individual band agendas,
Cole carefully demonstrates how changing ecological and economic
circumstances coalesced with Chiricahua cultural patterns. The Chiricahuas, while maintaining their basic values, responded with diverse
creativity, and Cole does a fi~e job of developing the internal dynamics
of band history within· the Chiricahua group.
Cole is a Chiricahua Apache, and as a historian he strives to present the years from 1846 to 1870 as they were seen through the eyes
of the Chiricahuas. This is Chiricahua history as the Chiricahuas perceived it. Cole did extensive interviewing among the Chirieahuas who
present their memory of events that have been well studied and much
interpreted from the Anglo point of view. Cole's use ofChiricahua
informants complements other first-person narratives of Chiricahuas
and individuals trom related bands. Geronimo, Jason Betzinez, Asa
Daklugie, and James Kaywaykla have all left their recollection of events.
Their accounts plus interviews by twentieth-century scholars provide
detailed Chiricahua perspectives. Also the narratives of prominent Anglos or Hispanics make it possible to evaluate many of the episodes of
Chiricahua history from multiple perspectives. 4 Historians can listen
to voices of Apaches, Hispanics, and Anglos as these three groups
collided, often violently, in Apacheria.
Polyvocality, too, informs Albert L. Hurtado's provocative, inno4. S. M. Barret, ed., Geronimo's Story of His Life (New York: Duffield & Company,
1906); Jason Betzinez, I Fought with Geronimo (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1987); Eve Ball, Indeh: An Apache Odyssey (Provo: Brigham Young University Press, 1980);
Eve Ball, In the Days of Victorio: Recollections of a Warm Springs Apache (Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 1970). Biographers of Victorio, Juh, and Geronimo have written of
events from the perspective of their subjects, noting how their subjects tried to hold
their bands together in the face of the threats from the United States a'1d Mexico. Dan
L. Thrapp, Victorio and the Mimbres Apaches (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1974); Dan L. Thrapp, Juh: An Incredible Indian (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1973); Angie
Debo, Geronimo: The Man, His Time, His Place (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1976). Fpr first-person accounts of U.S. Army officers who fought the Chiricahua, see
John G. Bourke, An Apache Campaign in the Sierra Madre (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1987); Thomas Cruse, Apache Days mid After (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1987); Britton Davis, The Truth About Geronimo (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1976).

68

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1993

vative, Indian Survivial on the California Frontier. Like Cole, Hurtado
recognizes that "Indian history varied greatly depending upon timet
placet and circumstances" (p. xv) and that survival is a theme that
ethnohistorians must address. Hurtado, like Cole, refuses to dismiss
Indians as quaint and passive victims ofs()meone else/s history. Focusing upon northern California, Hurtado asks how did the Indians
of northern California confront a devastating period of change that
saw their population drop from 150/000 to perhaps 30/000 in less than
two decades?5
Hurtado emphasizes that while much has been writtenUabout the
destruction and dispossession of California Indians, historians have
published comparatively little about their survival. George Harwood
Phillips asserts that historians have failed to write about Indians because of the stereotypical view that they were merely passive /and
therefore historically unimportant has discouraged research.' "6 In
northern California (as Cole demonstrated in Apacheria), Hurtado argues that the reactions of Indian peoples to changing, indeed revolutionary, circumstances, were not uniform, predictable, nor quiescent.
"Indians, as we shall see/" writes Hurtado, "tried to shape their futures,
and thus made their own histories" (p. 71). Each tribal group reacted
to changing circumstances in culturally specific ways, and in ways that
were sparked by the interaction of their distinct cultures with the environment of their locale and with the historical circumstances of that
area. As Indians made their own history they affected the history of
non-Indians. Hurtado reminds historians that they must understand
and appreciate Indian history in all of its variety in order to fully discern
our common past and that failure to know Native American history
diminishes our understanding of our shared American history.
Hurtado listens for Indian voices, but not in fieldwork interviews
or narratives of Native Americans. Rather he looks for Indian voices
and the Indian presence in his analysis of Indian labor patterns, of sex
and birth ratios, and of Indian household arrangements as revealed in
state and federal censuses of the period. Hurtado refuses to accept the
notion of a docile dehumanizing passivity on the part of the Indians.
Instead he studies their active survival strate~ies, and by bringing new
5. For a concise summary of the issues relating to the Indian population of California
see Albert L. Hurtado, "California Indian Demography, Sherburne F. Cook, and the
Revision of American History," Pacific Historical Review 58 (August 1989), 323-43.
6. Hurtado points to George Harwood Phillips' study of three important southern
California Indian chiefs who led their people's response to the Hispanics and Anglos.
George Harwood Phillips, Chiefs and Challengers: Indian Resistance and Cooperation in Southern
California (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1975).
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questions to census materials, he develops a new dimension of northern California Indian history. He asks difficult questions of his material,
and his task is much complicated by the 'number of tribes in northern
California. "The plethora of native cultures, each with a distinct history" compelled Hurtado to continually reexamine his evidence because ''behavior is culturally determined ... [and different] Indians
reacted to new situations in culturally specific ways" (p. 6).
Hurtado analyzes changing labor patterns, the organization of
individual or tribal work and domestic spaces, and the sexual frontier
between Hispanics, Anglos, and Indians. This methodology permits
Hurtado to define the Indian presence in his material. He evaluates
evolving labor practices, varying patterns of subsistence, and the structures of marriages and families within Indian groups. He studies encounters betWeen Anglo men and Indian women in relationships that
ranged from marriage to concubinage to prostitution. Alterations in
traditional Indian labor, practices of their subsistence economic patterns, and indigenous marriage practices decimated Indian populations
as did a cycle of warfare that cost the lives of many warriors. Sexually
transmitted diseases like syphilis further eroded native birth rates.
Despite the devastating changes confronting different tribal groups,
each responded according to its own needs and cultural inclinations.
This makes for a corp.plex ethnohistoric mosaic, but Hurtado has clearly
structured his narrative, using Indian labor as the theme around which
to organize questions concerning demography, fluctuating family structures, Indian survival strategies, and their ultimate effects on the native
populations. He argues that Indian labor was the key Indian resource
in the California context, and that labor formed the basis of Hispanic,
Native American, and Anglo-American interaction in California. Spanish labor patterns changed traditional Indian practices in Hispanic California. "The missions converted Indians to habits of industry as well
as Catholic piety," and the missions with their Indian labor became the
foundation of the California economy (p. 25).
.
Other Europeans copied and then modified the Spanish precedent.
John Sutter at New Helvetia used Indian labor; indeed, Sutter depended upon Indian labor for fishing, hunting, construction, and agriculture. Harvest season saw him often using as many as 600 Indians,
and his army employed 150 Indian infantrymen and 50 Indian horse
soldiers. "In sum," Hurtado notes, "Indian labor created New Helvetia" (p. 50). Other Euro-Americans in California required Indian labor
and they adapted variants of Sutter's model just as he had borrowed
the'Spanish example.
.
. Laboring for the missions or Euro-Americans meant that the Cal-
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ifornia Indians adjusted to new circumstances, that continually disrupted their traditional cultural fabric and economies. "Indian labor,
therefore, defies simple characterization. It was a complex combination
of slavery, peonage, and free labor, defined by white and Indian perceptions and needs." Hurtado notes, "Some Indians, especially Nisenans accommodated to Sutter by providing him with labor. Others
like many Miwoks, adjusted differently to this new condition by raiding
Sutter and resisting his influence" (p. 69). Different tribal responses in
this fluid labor context inaugurated changes in the environmental base
and the social foundation of native cultures. Hurtado's key question
is what did Indians do to survive within this era of cataclysmic change,
and he finds myriad native responses. "Nor were the reactions of native
people identical or predictable." Hurtado explains, "Indians, as we
shall see, tried to shape their futures and thus made their own histories" (p. 71). As the Indians actively made their own history they
affected the history of the region.
__ Hurtado is clearly innovative in the questions he asks of census
material, and Indian Survival on the California Frontier richly deserves
the Ray A. Billington Award of the Organization of American Historians. The ethnohistorical context of California is somewhat unique,
but Hurtado's methodology could be very suggestive for other cultural
areas. At first glance, Cole's volume may seem more traditional in its
methodological approach, but emphasis on Chiricahua intratribal and
band dynamics should prompt ethriohistorians to look beneath the
designation of "tribe" in other regions. The Chiricahua Apache and Indian
Survival on the California Frontier not only put the "Indian" into Native
American history, these books also underscore that Native American
history cannot be considered apart from American history.
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Cushing at Zuni: The Correspondence and Journals of Frank Hamilton Cushing, 18791884. Edited by Jesse Green. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1990. ix + 441 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.
$45.00.)
The unexpected and important discovery of Cushing's Zuni journals is of
great significance to all concerned with the history and ethnology of the Zuni
Indians. Green has provided a chronological annotation of them, along with
associated correspondence he has gathered from many collections, some from
well-known collections of Cushing correspondence and others meticulously
gleaned from other archival sources. Historians will find Green's chronological
organization of these previously unpublished manuscripts accessible, and preferable to that used in his previous worthy work, Zuni: Selected Writings of Frank
Hamilton Cushing. Green has consulted with many experts in Zuni history,
anthropology, and linguistics to bring the best possible annotation to an extremely difficult project.
Green recognizes Cushing's gift as a "natural story teller" arid his accompanying literary embellishment, as well as his "brilliantly idiosyncratic" tendencies in publication, all of which makes this work the more valuable, in
presenting for the first time the off-the-record writing of an enormously important early figure as "one of the founding fathers of modern anthopology."
In his introduction Green does an excellent job of setting the historical stage
across which Cushing would perform. In entertaining prose, Green also gives
us an insightful biography of Cushing that will serve as a basic source. He
also provides an extended examination of Cushing's methodological approach
to fieldwork and native people, which was revolutionary then, though today
we must hope that we have gone one step beyond Cushing's method-today
field method and products must have valid meaning for the subjects as well
as the student. Green's annotation evidences his thorough familiarity with the
Zuni body of literature and lacks only personal fieldwork, which ~e has accommodated through his use of experts from other diSCiplines. Zuni readers
have also contributed considerably to the interpretation of Cushing's work.
The bulk of the work is, of course, in the words of Cushing, with a bit of
prose from Bourke, Matthews, Bandelier, and others, who add their very
positive perspective oil. him, and place him more clearly in the phYSical and
cultural environment in which he worked. Of the small group of ethnologists
71
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in the Southwest who had some empathy with Indians; Cushing was admired
by both his elders and proteges. He achieved fame in the press, and remains
a figure of considerable consequence. Many nagging questions about Cushing
and his work have either been answered or illuminated with the publication
of this work. The intriguing question of why Cushing left Zuni is not completely .
cleared up, but Cushing's correspondence suggests that his incessant complaints about his health problems truly worried some of his eastern friends,
to the point that they asked J. W. Powell to recall Cushing to Washington.
Cushing, however, clearly intended that he get sympathy and not a recall for
his complaints, and blamed his and Zuni's enemy General John A. Logan for
his recall. Powell, in turn, who actually recalled Cushing from Zuni, probably
used the health issue as an excuse to rein Cushing in and. stem the threats
from General Logan to kill the agency's funding if Cushing was not removed
from Zuni.
With this publication, for the first time Cushing becomes human and we
can see through his posturing. Unquestionably, in his popular publications,
he exaggerated the sometimes very real danger and privation he experienced
. in Zuni country, and romanticized his experience there. At the same time, he
also underwent a very real transformation in his effort to become a Zuni, and
began to take his job as Bow Priest much more seriously than many of the
government authorities liked.
Cushing's almost intuitive understanding of mechanisms determining the
transmission of tradition are illustrated in comments in his letters and journals
on "i-no-te pe-ie-we" or ancient talks, and conclusion that at Zuni, "... the arts
of Civilization, industrial as aesthetic, are regulated by rules or formulae handed
down in unvarying language from generation to generation." The publication
of Green's ambitious work will be of value to historians, anthropologists,
folklorists, archaeologists, and all students of the cultural history of the Zuni
.
area.
The persistent question as to whether Cushing actually kept worthy field. notes has been answered. He did. They seem not to have had the detail of
those of someone like Bourke, but his fundamental opservations of Zuni life
were accurate. His search for grand-scale interpretation frequently led him into
unsupported speculation, but as many Zuni readers would point out today,
in works like the classic Zuni Breadstuff,. he seems genuinely to have felt and
to a degree captured on paper the spirit of the Zuni Tribe, a central native
Southwestern culture, then and today. Cushing was a complex character and
Green has performed a significant feat in serving as his editor, now bringing
out his correspondence and journals, and thus providing the perspective necessary to deal with Cushing in a much more realistic way than ever before.
E. Richard Hart
The Institute of the North American West

The Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix Railway: The Scenic Line of Arizona. By John W.
Sayre. (Boulder, Colorado: Pruett Publishing Company, 1990. vii + 228 pp.
Illustrations, maps, chart, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95.)
Affectionately known as the "Peavine," the Santa Fe, Prescott & Phoenix
Railway brought trains' from the north to Prescott, Arizona, as well as from
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Phoenix from the opposite direction. The main line was almost two hundred
miles long and the mining branches added another sixty-four miles.
The Peavine was not the first railroad into Prescott; Tom Bullock's line
had entered the town on the last day of 1886. Bullock's road, the Prescott &
Arizona Central, connected with the Atlantic & Pacific (later the Santa Fe) in
Chino Valley at today's Seligman and followed the convenient watercourses
to Prescott. Hampered by inadequate constructionfunds, the builders of Bullock's road minimized grading expenditures by closely following streams, and
was thus shut down by almost every freshet. Service suspensions did nothing
to endear the management to the community. Consequently, when Frank Murphy, a member of a politically astute family in Arizona, proposed another
railroad into Prescott, his proposal was welcomed. "Diamond Joe" Reynolds,
a successful Mississippi River boatman who owned the Congress gold mine,
lent his support to Murphy's road because the route to Phoenix wits near his
mine and Bullock contemplated a different course. The SFP&P, originating at
Ash Fork; opened its line to Prescott in the spring of 1893. Its competition was
too much for the pioneer line; six months later Bullock suspended operations.
Although Diamond Joe died at his Congress mine even before the SFP&P
had been formed, his estate was anxious to have railroad service. Murphy
graded some twenty miles out of Phoenix and was struggling to build through
the mountains south of Prescott, a particularly diffiCult task because the great
depression of the 1890s had dried up construction funds. Except Jor a very
small force, work was all but suspended on the gap. When an improved
economy settled over the nation, the money crunch eased and Murphy completed the line to Phoenix in March ~895.
The return of prosperity, plus aid from the Santa Fe, which had itself
emerged from bankruptcy as the owner of the A&P, enabled Murphy to replace
twenty-six miles of the original line north of Prescott with a superior route.
About the same time Murphy also began work on two branches to tap the
mining region of the Bradshaw Mountains. One line went to Poland while the
other ventured south to Mayer before commencing its spectacular assault on
the mountains. Using five pairs of switchbacks, Crown King was reached in
1904.
Gradually, the SFP&P came into Santa Fe ownership as it is today, and
while the Santa Fe no longer serves Prescott, it plays an active role in the
Phoenix indus'trial areas.
Sayre (whose 1985 book, Ghost Railroads of Central Ariiona, is concerned
with the branch lines in the Bradshaw mining district) has produced an interesting account of the Peavine and its place in Arizona history. He is to be
'commended for his research which is supported by the inclusion of material
from company reports; this material strengthens his reporting and will interest
historians. The incorporation of detailed information about structures along
the line will delight the railroad model builder. A wide selection of some two
hundred' photographs from the Sharlot Hall Museum of Prescott, the Kansas
State Historical Society, and others enhances the text.
David F. Myrick
.Santa Barbara, California
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Texas Humoresque: Lone Star Humorists From Then Till Now. By C. L. Sonnichsen.
(Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1990.318 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $14:95 paper.)
Doc Sonnichsen calls to mind W. H. Hutchinson's admonition that "a
devoted reader is the noblest work of himself." There is no telling how many
libraries the indefatigable Sonnichsen has turned over in a lifetime of intense
literary activity that includes a score of books and anthologies and countless
book reviews. He learned long ago how to pick and choose; nothing is wasted.
From his great store of knowledge he has· assembled his latest anthology-a
sample of Texas humor.
In a brief preface, Sonnichsen explains that humorous is not always the
same as funny. He points out that doctors in the Middle Ages believed that
human health and personality were influenced by the bodily fluids-the "humors"-blood, bile, and phlegm. A humorist, therefore, is one who is interested in the quirks of human behavior. "Ip most cases," observes Sonnichsen,
"the humorist is reminding us of the differences between what is and what
ought to be." He further reminds us that humorists have always found good
hunting in Texas, even as the state moved in character from rural to urban.
Doc's choices for this anthology are all eminently defensible. Following
the prefatory essay, the book is divided irito twelve sections. Entries range
from a page and a half to fifteen or so in length, and each contains a sprightly
headnote about the author and the source. Authors include such luminaries
as Dillon Anderson, Bill Brammer, Bill Brett, J. Mason Brewer, Joe Bob Briggs,
John C. Duval, Max Evans, John Henry Faulk, Ben K. Green, A. C. Greene,
Leon Hale, Molly Ivins, Dan Jenkins, Elmer Kelton,. Larry L. King" George
Sessions Perry, Bill Porterfield, Cactus Pryor, Bud Shr(lke, H. Allen Smith,
Sweet and Knox, plus others and a surprise or two like Captain Randolph B.
Marcy, who described some unusual characters on the Texas frontier in the
1850s. But in my view Sonnichsen saved the best for last: Joyce Roach's delightful, yet loving, essay on "The High Toned Woman," that disappearing
breed who once established the tenor of Protestant church services in smalland medium-sized congregations the country over.
This book is mostly about real people-in fact and in fiction. This attractive
paperback, designed by Tracy Row, has been charmingly illustrated with pen
and ink sketches by Charles Shaw. It makes an ideal gift for all but the most
misanthropic relatives on your list. And the price is right.
AI Lowman
Stringtown, Texas

Border Boss: Captain John R. Hughes-Texas Ranger. By Jack Martin. (Austin: State
House Press, 1990. xvi + 236 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $21.95
cloth, $14.95 paper.)
At the turn of the twentieth century John·R. Hughes was,one of the "Four
Great Captains" of the Texas Rangers, the others being John A. Brooks, William
J. "Bill" McDonald, and John H. Rogers. As shown in this reprint of the life
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of Hughes by Jack Martin, newspaper and magazine writer (with an introduction by Mike Cox), these ranger captains were professional police officers
who possessed law-and-order mentalities and solved criminal cases in Texas
for many decades. The author characterizes Hughes as a modest, courageous
ranger-"a real life character whose deeds and adventures were almost too
good to be true" (p. xvi). .
Hughes lived a long and varied life. From Illinois (where he'was born in
1855) to Texas he lived among the NativeAmericans, worked cattle, chased
horse thieves, and injured his right arm so that he had to learn to shoot lefthanded. After joining the Texas Rangers in the 1880s, he rose through the
ranks to become captain of a company stationed near El Paso when Captain
Frank Jones was killed in action. Hughes was a "horseback Ranger," particularly adept at scouting, tracking bandits and murderers, and using a revolver
and a rifle. Yet he knew enough to adapt to the changing times in Texas and
the nation: to use, for example, the railroads for transportation, to evaluate
evidence like a detective, and to relate to those Texans. of Hispanic origin.
Among his exploits were the disarming of Catarino Garza, the solving of a
robbery case in the mining town of Shafter, stopping the Fitzsimmons-Maher
.prizefight from taking place on Texas soil, and keeping the peace in RioGrande
City. After leaving the ranger service in 1915, Hughes remained active. He
served as a board chairman of a bank, traveled in a car, visited Ranger Ira Aten
numerous times, and participated in public functions as a celebrated ex-captain
of the Texas Rangers. In 1947 at an advanced age in a despondent mood Hughes
committed suicide by shooting himself in a garage in an appropriate mannerwith a six-shooter.
Martin's biography of Hughes is a readable, action-oriented narrative. Yet
the story could be related more to events in Texan history and to the organizational chain of command of the. Texas Rangers, from the governor to the
adjutant general to the ranger companies and subcompanies in the field. In
addition, the author adds tales of noted outlaws, gunmen, and peace officers
that have little or nothing to do with the career of. Hughes as a ranger captain: .
The historiographical map of the operations of the Texas Rangers is covered
with biographical studies of intrepid rangers. For some readers this study of
Captain Hughes will hold an honored spot on such a list of ranger heroes.
Harold J. Weiss, Jr.
. Jamestown Community College, New York

The Fishes of New Mexico. By James E. Sublette~ Michael D. Hatch, and Mary
Sublette. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xiii + 393 pp.
Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, bibliography, index. $50.00.)
This exceptional book presents a wealth of historical and current information on New Mexico's waters and fishes. Accounts of the state's eightyeight extant species of fishes compose most of the book. Each account presents
the species' physical characteristics, biology, distribution, and status in New
Mexico. Eighty-four accounts are accompanied by mapsshowing distributional
records for the species since 1851. Eighty-three species are illustrated by half- .
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tone drawings, and forty-four are also illustrated by color plates. Both sexes
of strongly dimorphic species are illustrated. M~st accounts include scanning
electronmicrographs, black-and-white photographs, or line drawings revealing
anatomical details characteristic of the. species. The dichotomous keys to the
families and species extant in New Mexico are excellent.
J
Four tables summarize the distribution of native and non-native fishes in
the five drainages east and four west of the Continental Divide in New Mexico.
Appendix 1 provides brief accounts of the twelve native species of fishes now
extirpated from the state. Appendix 2 lists the state's non-native species of
fishes now extirpated. A glossary of two hundred technical terms used in the
book constitutes Appendix 3. Nearly one thousand references are cited. The
index lists 392 topics. A large, well-indexed, unbound map shows the location
of 514 fishing waters in the state.
There is little In this book 'to criticize. Distribution maps for the several
species represented 'by many symbols on third-orderstream~.g.,Oncorhynchus clarki, Rhinichthyes cataractae, and Catosto"1us commersoni-are difficult to
decipher; those maps, at least, should be larger. The common name for Aplodinotus grunniens-freshwater drum, or sheepshead-was omitted from the
account of this species in Appendix 1 and does not appear elsewhere in the
book. The etymology of the current scientific name in each species account
would be an interesting and helpful addition.
The authors' hope that this book "will inspire and guide further research
and survey investigations" will surely be fulfilled. This volume sets a new,
superior standard for "Fishes of , .." books and belongs onthe desk of every
ichthyologist, resource manager, and serious New Mexican fisherman.
Richard Forbes
Portland State University

Breaking the Iron Bonds: Indian Control of Energy Development. By Marjane Ambler.
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1990. xv + 351 pp. illustrations, maps,
tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00:)
The approach of the fateful year 1992 has brought renewed interest in
American Indiari history, especially its intersection with larger historiographical
themes of contact, conquest, victimization, and dependency. Marjane Ambler,
a free-lance investigative journalist, has sought to dramatize the efficacy of
these concepts in the complex and often sordid tale of native energy policy
formulation. Like so many other topics in Indian history (education, health
care, tribal government, etc.), resource development reflected deeper currents
of misunderstanding and failure that only now are being rectified. Ambler
documents this thoroughly, says it clearly, and offers a balanced judgment
about the motives and actions of all parties involved.
Several points about Breaking the Iron Bonds strike this reviewer as worthy
of mention. Ambler ventures into the depths of twentieth-century Indian history as do few scholars of the subject, compiling a list of over one hundred
interviews, dozens of statutes and court cases, and several hundred published
reports on western and Indian energy issues. She also consults the existing
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historical literature at some length, linking her case studies to larger trends in
national and international affairs. This may be due in part to her training, and
in part to the world economy of resource devel()pment that lends itself well
to broader comparisons.
The author is also quite fair in assessing blame for the torturous journey
federal policymakers have taken since the early years of the Republic on Indian
land and resource matters. She reveals the machinations of Peter MacDonald
in his support of the Indian energy consortium known as the Council of Energy
Resource Tribes (CERT), even as she discovers Indian and non-Indian officials
sympathetic to protection of the native land base. Chapters on such arcane
yet significant topics as leasing agreements, the fate of non-tribal Indian landowners, and tribal regulation of oil fields, share space with better-known
factors of water, mining, and royalty'payments.
Ambler's style and range of subject matter should not surprise students
of the contemporary West. Journalists have often paved,the way for scholars,
given their attention to the pulse of' modem readers. New Mexican tribes
participate fully in Ambler's story, and she is the first to explain the lead role
taken by the JicariIla Apaches in the 1980s to gain legal and managerial control
of their resources, and hence their fate. Some student of the environment, or
of social change, would do well to read Ambler's account of political and
economic travail, merge that with thorough research into primary sources for
federal agenCies and energy corporations, and then produce a similar volume
on the significance of energy development to the native and non-native West.
Michael Welsh
University of Northern Colorado

One House, One Voice, One Heart: Native American Education at the Santa Fe Indian
School. By Sally Hyer. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1990. xi +
108 pp. illustrations, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, $22.50 paper.)
Sally Hyer's account of Native American education at the Sarita Fe Indian
School (SFIS) began as a student/faculty project designed to document, on
audio and video tapes and with photographs, a history of that school as recalled
by those who had been students there. The project was undertaken with the
support of the All Indian Pueblo Council (AIPC), which employed Hyer as
project director. Her book thus begins as a catalogue of photos an.d reminiscences with a commentary that provides a chronological context. ;;. ,
What distinguishes this narrative is the gradual emergence '~'f a deeply
personal relationship between generations of Pueblo people and the Santa Fe
school, which opened in 1890. Perhaps no other off-reservation school run by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) had such a homogeneous student body, and
the Pueblo people ca~e to regard it as "their" school. Here are no accounts of
physical and mental abuse, of children kidnapped from home and forced to .
attend against their and their parents' wishes. Most parents favored their
children's education, and while there was often anguish at parting, the children
quickly discovered' new friendships and unexpected challepges. Their mem-
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ories recreate a disciplined school life, but one that also contained many satisfactions and accomplishments.
. By 1960, however, the federal government had unilaterally decided to close
the Santa Fe Indian School and convert its campus to the Institute of American
Indian Art (IAlA). For twenty years, from 1961 to 1981, Pueblo children attended the Albuquerque Indian School. With the passage of the Indian SelfDetermination Act of 1973, however, the AIPC began to apply pressure, first
to gain control of their children's education and then of the old Santa Fe campus
itself. The final third of Hyer's book is the story of that struggle. In September
1981, Pueblo children in grades seven through twelve returned to "their" school
in Santa. Fe, which has since then been controlled by the All Indian Pueblo
Council and a local school board appointed by the Council.
The book concludes with an essay by Margaret Connell-Szasz describing
federal policy regarding the education of Indian children. But this book is not
about federal policy. It is, instead, the story of the school as told by its people.
Working within the system, the Pueblos have regained control over the education of their children and are preparing them for a future in which they can
take their place as part of, but not necessarily assimilated into, the white man's
society. Although somewhat uneven in its telling, the account is a moving one,
and the many photographs are superb.
Dorothy R. Parker
Eastern New Mexico University

America's National Battlefield Parks: A Guide. By Joseph E. Stevens. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv + 337 pp. Illustrations, maps, index.
$29.95.)
This easy-to-follow reference provides basic information about thirty-eight
battlefields administered by the National Park Service. Divided into chapters
by regions (North Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, Midwest, South, and West), the book
features a simple but effective format which tells about the location, mailing
address, phone number, local accommodations and food sources, and a short
narrative on each of the. battles covered. Some fifty-two maps accompany the
publication and constitute one of the chief contributions of the work, which
appears lo be designed primarily for the casual visitor.
. The author writes in a clear, straightforward style, yet adds nothing new
to the field. Thus, the specialist will find little more than a synthesis of earlier
studies. Eyen the photographs are standard ones seen over and over again
and not always the best representations available. Conversely, the novice may
experience some frustration since no notes, bibliography, or even a suggested
readings list are provided. If this tome had been envisioned as a standard
reference tool for national battlefields (something which can only be speculative
since the introduction does not specify what the author envisioned for the
book within the context of its subject area), at the very least it should have
included sources for further study.
While Stevens' excellent Hoover Dam ... received much-deserved recognition, his latest effort falls short of the potential both the writer and the subject
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possess. A broader look at all battlefields throughout the United States as well
as historic military sites in the country (along the lines of the fine regional
work Soldier & Brave) might better serve readers. Until such a time as a publication with this wider outlook is published, however, Stevens' work will offer
at least a starting point.·
John P. Langellier
Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum

Caprock Canyonlands. By Dan Flores. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990.
xi + 200 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $22.95.)
Caprock Canyonlands is a revelation for those readers who believe the panhandle region of Texas offers little more than cotton fields, cow pastures,
droughts, and wind. A myth, I must confess, long held by this reviewer. I
once considered living in Lubbock. Before pursuing the possibility, I worked
through the junk drawer, retrieved a twenty-five-cent compass, impaled Lubbock with the point, and circled 150 miles on a map. Not a mountain available-nothing but flat plains. Not a habitable place, thought I, for one who loves
natural beauty, verticallandscape~ solitude and wilderness. Author Dan Flores
proves how wrong I was. In this splendid book, he combines his camera lens
and an imaginative personal narrative to create a canyonlands encounter which
will surprise, enlighten, and educate us to the long neglected Llano Estacado
(Staked Plain) of West Texas. This is canyon country, or as Flores puts it, "a
land of the inverted mountains."
A historian by profession, Flores' story abounds in the human history of
such canyons as Palo Duro, Tule, Caprock, and La Cinta. However, the focus
is not necessarily the past. This book is nature writing, a literary feast for those
who wish to partake of a land which the author clearly respects and loves.
Like good nature writing, Flores brings to his task a keen imagination combined
with research and visual discipline. With his dog Tule, the author backpacks
through everyone of the multitude of side canyons and depressions which
make up the headwaters of the Canadian, Brazos, Red rivers. His reflections
and descriptions of these sometimes solitary tramps form the heart of the
book.
Whether describing the caprice of a coyote, the procreation technique of
blue grama grass "with its ripe seed heads looking like little musical notes,"
or "Comanche Ecology:' Caprock Canyonlands holds our attention. The book
abounds in the lore and legend, the flora and fauna, the human and natural
history of a long neglected region. After reading Flores' book the reader will
want to go there. It is a fragile land. I hope we will not ruin the place.
Of course man has already altered, if not ruined, the canyonlands.
Throughout the book, but particularly in the concluding chapter, Flores raises
the central question of preservation, lamenting its absence. Earlier in the century, National Park Service officials proposed a million-acre national park or
monument, but private land policies of the state of Texas and the greed of
landowners combined to crush this effort. Today only a tiny fraction of the
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canyonlands is protected, and whatever wilderness exists results from man's
benign neglect rather than his design.
Flores would like to see the status of this vulnerable land change. He
argues that its "highest use" is.a wilderness park "with bison ar:td antelope,
mule deer and bands of wild mustang, cougars, bears and plains lobo wolves
all reintroduced." Pipe dreams? Perhaps so, but if you read Caprock Canyonlands
you cannot help but be swept along with the magic of this country and Flores'
longing for not only its preservation, but, indeed, its restoration.
Robert W. Righter
University of Texas at El Paso

The Western Photographs of John K. Hillers: Myself in the Water. By Don D. Fowler.
(Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1989. 166 pp. Illustrations,
maps, appendix, notes, bibliography. $24.95.)
John K. Hillers was one of a select number of photographers who accompanied the post-Civil War surveys of the vast American frontier. His work,
and that of other well-known artists like William Henry Jackson and Timothy
O'Sullivan, excited both the American eye and the American imagination.
They recorded a land so vast and so spectacular that it strained believability.
Because their work has long been in public hands, it has been used broadly
to tell the tale of the American frontier. But, as with the work of many photographers, these pictures have been separated from the context of their creation.
In The Western Photographs of John K. Hillers: Myself in the Water, Dan K.
Fowler reestablishes those links in painstaking detail. Drawing on an eclectic
body of resources ranging from Hillers' own diaries to family folklore, he
methodically stitches the connective tissue back to the pictures and in so doing
amplifies their worth to serious scholarship.
Fowler does one other thing as well. In his pursuit of the life of this one
photographer, he also presents an able, brief, and understandable history of
the surveys. Those researchers already immersed in the study of the surveys
will find no surprises in his treatment of them, but for a broader, general
audience the work offers a splendid overview. It is rare that a book can successfully serve two masters. This one does.
The work does have some shortcomings. It would have been stronger
bereft of the recitation of the early history of photography. That is something
done in every photographic history and an exercise whose worth has long
since passed. Researchers would have benefited from an index, at least to
proper names and place names. Fowler does a good job of tying Hillers to
quite a number of other significant people, and short of reading the work from
cover to cover, those links are lost. But of course those are niggling complaints.
The book is rich in detail and complemented with a strong bibliography.
The appendix, "A Note on Attribution," is particularly useful to those who
might wish to use the Hillers photographs. It provides source information and
alerts the user to the difficulties and inconsistencies that exist with what is
currently known about the pictures.
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The book is handsomely produced, though not of the lavish quality of
photogra:phic art books. That is not a criticism, howe'ver, because the work
also does not carry the monumental price tag which prohibits inclusion of such
books on a normal person's bookshelf.
,
The Western Photographs of John K. Hillers: Myself in the Water is a competent
scholarship, well written, on a worthy subject. It is an important addition to
the library of anyone working in the history of photography. Moreover, it is
a delightful work for anyone interested in the surveys of the American West.
John E. Carter
Nebraska State Historical Society

Claiming Their Land: Women Homesteaders in Texas. By Florence C. Gould and
Patricia N. Pando. (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990. 99 pp. Illustrations,
map, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography. $7.50 paper.)
Cynthia Ann Parker: The Life and The Legend. By Margaret Schmidt Hacker. (El
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990.52 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography.
$7.50 paper.)
In Claiming Their Land, Florence C. Gould, chair of the political science
department at Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas, and Patricia N.
Pando, associate professor of economics at Albany State College, Albany, Geor-,;,.
gia, identify the 1,481 women who claimed land under preemption and home-$,
stead laws in Texas between 1845 and 1898. Because Texas "retained control
over its public domain" (p. 1) when it entered the Union in 1845, the land
records 6f the archives of the General Land Office of Texas formed the basis
of the study. The authors introduce their work with a summary of the laws
regulating the disposition of the state's public lands from 1845 until 1898, when
no public land remained, and a discussion of women's roles in nineteenthcentury America. Then they turn to the data, which reveal that most of the
women who filed claims in Texas did so after 1870, that women accounted for
4 percent of the claimants in the period 1870 to 1898, and that a higher proportion of female cl~ims occurred in the "eastern, more settled part of the
state" (p. 34). The most valuable contribution of the work is Appendixes A
and B, which listthe women claimants by name, county, acreage claimed, land
district, and file number.
As the authors indicate, the scope of their work precluded the tedious
task of examining each of the 1,481 claims filed. Yet without such an examination, the most -interesting and basic questions about women homesteaders
in Texas remain unanswered. How many of the 1,481 claimants received patents
on their claims? What was their marital status, age, and ethnicity? How did
the number of women receiving patents compare with the number of men
who received them? Fortunately" future historians who seek to answer these
questions, as well as biographers and genealogists seeking information about
individual women, will find their task streamlined through,this reference tooL
Margaret Schmidt Hacker, an archivist for the National Archives, Southwest Region, Fort Worth, separates fact from myth in Cynthia Ann Parker: The
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Life and The Legend. As Hacker indicates, Parker is "the best known of all the
pioneer women who were captured by Indians in the Southwest" (p. xi).
Abducted in childhood in 1836, Cynthia Ann Parker remained with the Comanches until 1860, when she was rescued by a part of Texas Rangers. Yet,
as Hacker convincingly argues, Parker's "rescue" was the real tragedy of her
life. In her years among the Indians, she had adapted to Comanche culture,
married, and borne several children. Indeed, her son Quanah Parker became
a Comanche chief. Wrested away from her husband and two of her sons,
Parker found no place or meaning in white society. Instead, she mourned the
loss of her family and her people, and the years between her "rescue" and her
death in the 1870s became a second and more difficult period of captivity.
Unfortunately, Cynthia Ann Parker left no narrative of her story, but Hacker
sought accuracy in an impressive array of published sources, manuscripts,
newspapers, census records, and oral histories. As a result, Cynthia Ann Parker:
The Life and The Legend is a well-researched and interesting account of an intriguing women in southwestern history.
Cheryl J. Foote
Albuquerque Technical-Vocational Institute

Wanderings in the Southwest in 1855. By J. D. B. Stillman. Edited by Ron Tyler.
(Spokane: Arthur H. Clark, 1990. 193 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $37.50.)
In May 1855 a thirty-six-year-old physician named Jacob Davis Babcock
Stillman visited Texas to observe the culture of the state and to study its
"resources and natural history" (p. 16). He saw himself as an intellectual in
the mold of Frederick Law Olmstead, whose travel accounts in the South and
West have become classics of that type of literature. Stillman wrote about his
travels in Texas for The Crayon, a New York magazine devoted to landscape
art. The first accounts appeared in the June 1855 issue and ran through April
1856. In all, eleven letters were published by Stillman in The Crayon. Divided
into two series-the series were delineated by the year in which they appeared-the first contains seven letters and the second has four. It is these
letters which editor Ron Tyler has assembled, edited, and made available here
for the first time in book form.
During his six-month stay in Texas, J. D. B. Stillman commented in his
letters on geogaphy; the mixing of Spanish colonial, Mexican, southern, German, and black cultures; the settlement of west Texas and· the conflicts with
Indians, and the social and cultural aspects of life on the frontier. Stillman was
especially interested in the German immigrant settlements along the Gulf Coast
and spent considerable time there. He shared many of these people's values,
especially their aversion to slavery, and enjoyed their company. He also used
his medical training to gain an invitation from the Army to see the more
untamed sections of west Texas. Practicing medicine as he went, Stillman
visited Fort Clark; Camp Lancaster, from which two letters in the second series
originate; and other places in the far west along the San Antonio--EI Paso road.
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Finally, in the fall of 1855, Stillman returned to California and settled in Sacramento.
This first book-length compilation of Stillman's writings about Texas will
be a useful primary resource for those interested in the early history of the
state. While the letters have been available in The Crayon, this book makes
them more readily accessible, something which The Arthur H. Clark Company
has been doing for primary sources related to the American West for decades.
An informative introduction adds to the value of the publication.
Roger D. Launius
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Chief Historian

Challenge of the Big Trees: A Resource History of Sequoia and Kings Canyon National
Parks. By Lary M. Dilsaver and William C. Tweed. (Three Rivers, California:
Sequoia Natural History Association, 1990. xii + 379 pp. Illustrations, maps,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
In applauding the efforts of concerned citizens to save the giant sequoias
and the spectacular high country of the southern Sierras, former National Park
Service director, William Penn Mott, Jr., notes that "people do make a difference." In this well-written history of Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks,
Lary M. Dilsaver and William C. Tweed trace the story of the surrounding
environment and its ecosystems, the national politics and policies reflected in~.
the management of the parks, and the perennial struggle to maintain the unique.
character of the place in the face of an ~ver-increasing number of visitors. An
early member of the national parks system, Sequoia, and its later companion,
Kings Canyon, served as the birthplace of local park initiatives and as laboratories for the working out of federal policies. In nine chronologically: ordered
chapters, Challenge of the Big Trees begins with the natural world of the southern
Sierra and the Native American presence, and concludes with a discussion of
the parks as Sequoia, the oldest, enters its second century.
The authors sould be applauded for sticking to the material history of the
southern Sierras. The native peoples of the region-the Monache, the Yokuts,
and the Owens Valley Paiute-left a significant imprint on the land and its
ecology, a relationship that many Euro-Americans later ignored when' they
called for preserving areas of "untrammeled" beauty. While the natives "changed
the landscape and its natural systems," the beginning point for the most drastic
alterations to the region came with the displacement of the natives in the
middle of the nineteenth century. "The agents of change," the authors note,
"were people and cultures of European descent" (p. 25). That new cultural
realm with its thoroughly commercial spirit combined to bring great alterations
to the landscape of the southern Sierra. But that new world view also contained
within its purview a companion desire to preserve some of the natural beauty
of the area; hence, the creation of Sequoia Natiopal Park in 1890 and the
adjoining Kings Canyon National Park in 1940.
The authors point to certain enduring themes in the history of these two
parks: (1) significant and continued human congestion and impact; (2) the
persisting "development" of facilities like campgrounds and other public con-
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cessions; and (3) the perennial struggle by some park officials to. preserve
unique ecosystems. But, the authors conclude, "national parks are ... human
creations. No landscape is immune to human impact; no natural place is too
remote to be endangered" (p. 326). This well-grounded study should inform
today's park managers that their problems are not solely those of a passing
moment in time.
William G. Robbins
Oregon State University

Atlas of American Indian Affairs. By Francis Paul Prucha. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1990. v + 191 pp. Maps, tables, notes; index. $47.50.)
This volume of black-and-white maps is Father Prucha's latest contribution
to the field of Indian-white relations. The maps offer striking visual representations of various aspects of Indian policy during the last two centuries, and
the work will be a welcome addition to the shelf of scholars and laymen alike.
The contents are arranged in ten sections that include Indian culture areas,
population statistics from 1890 to 1980, land cessions, Indian reservations,
agencies, schools and hospitals (and factories), the Indian frontier, and the
military and Indian frontier. Two sections illustrate particular aspects of Iridian
policy in Alaska and in Oklahoma Territory. The last section includes a reprint
of a portfolio of military-Indian engagements maps by Rafael D. Palacios featuring, among others, the Sioux uprising, the Modoc War, Red River campaign,
and the Wounded Knee encounter. These maps appeared previously in Ralph
K. Andrist's The Long Death: The Last Days of the Plains Indians in 1964.
Each map section includes a brief introduction, with the author's caveats
regarding the sources. In the Notes and References the reader will find a wealth
of additional information on the sources for the individual maps. The statistical
information on native population and on troop strength at the various military
installations is especially useful.
Section III, dealing with land cessions, offers a striking visual example of
the diminution of Indian real estate over the last couple of centuries. This trend
is especially highlighted by examples of selected tribal cessions. An inclusion
of an example of a reservation's checkerboard landholding patterns resulting
from the application of the Dawes Act could have been profitably included in
this section.
The quality of the map reproduction is good, with the slight exception of
maps in Section VIII, the Army and the Indian Frontier, which superimposes
~ames of military installations over a topographical base map. The latter point,
however, in no way detracts from Father Prucha's fine work of assembling in
a cartographic form widely scattered material.
Hana Samek-Norton
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Atomic Bomb Scientists: Memoirs, 1939-1945. Edited by Joseph J. Ermenc. (Westport, Connecticut: Meckler Corporation, 1989. 385 pp. Index. $120.00.)
Twenty-five years ago JosephJ. Ermenc, a professor at Dartmouth College,
began,to conduct a series of interviews with a few of the men who had been
involved in one way or another with uranium fission. Some of the interviews
have been published in this book. To call these men "Atomic Bomb Scientists"
is something of a misnomer. General Leslie Groves is probably the only one
of them who ever saw an atomic bomb and he, of course, was an administrator,
not a scientist. Nevertheless, because Ermenc sought out people who had done
early work on fission in Europe as well as America, who had worked at Chicago
and Berkeley and Oak Ridge, the book brings a new perspective to an everfascinating history.
.
One question qealt with in these tapes certainly remains a subjectof lively
current concern. Why did the Nazis not even corne close to making an atomic
bomb? The interview with Werner Heisenberg, the Nobelist in charge of the
German project, is not only the longest one in the book; it is the most interesting. In the course of time, Heisenberg offered many justifications for the
failure of his project but, as the years went by, he did not always say quite
the same thing. Here, in 1967, his tone is frankly defeatist. He says that being
convinced Germany was going to lose the war, he felt that he simply did not
have the time to make it bomb. This is a story told with a less lofty moral tone
than the one he would adopt in later years to the effect that bomb making was ':
so distasteful to him that he did not even try.
Paul Harteck, who worked in Hamburg, has a different explanation for
the Nazi failure. He blames the poor performance on bad management and
bad politics, citing the iack of coordination and even distrust between theoretical and experimental physicists. He mentions, among other unfavorable
conditions, racial la\;Vs which excluded gifted scientists from the German endeavor and a government lukewarm to what it called "Jewish Physics."
Very different from the Germans are the confident voices of the Americans
Ermenc interviewed, General Groves, C. E. Larson, Art Snell, and others. One
is reminded of the enormous effort of the United States where every ounce of
available silver in the country was commandeered, where five hundred centrifuges costing ten million dollars were fabricated ina hurry, where twentyfive thousand workers were employed at Oak Ridge alone. Success, however,
lay in more than government support. As opposed to Heisenberg's dismissal
of the task as simply impossible, Larson speaks of Ernest Lawrence's tremendous enthusiasm as he approached the job of isotope separation, and Lawrence's disdain for ordinary difficulties which, Larson says, was infectious and
brushed off on his co-workers.
This is a worthwhile book which is complementary to the many excellent
books on the dramatic exploitation of the atom.
Jane S. Wilson
, ltJmca, New York
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When Six-Guns Ruled: Outlaw Tales of the Southwest. By Marc Simmons. (Santa
Fe: Ancient City Press, 1990. xii + 125 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $20.95
cloth, $9.95 paper.)
There is no doubt about it, the West's colorful and violent history is always
going to fascinate and intrigue folks. It has long been the stuff of best-selling
books, television series, and Hollywood "oaters" and its appeal seems universal.
Throughout the world, from Europe to the Far East, aficionados can be
found. Decked out in boots, ten-gallon hats, and six-shooters, these members
of clubs and organizations are dedicated to reliving the exciting, but often
historically fictitious, events of the nineteenth-cet:ltury American West.
Marc Simmons' When Six-Guns Ruled: Outlaw Tales of the Southwest is filled
with the sort of lurid stories which would gladden the heart of any such
pseudo-cowboy. Its twenty-seven vignettes recount the dastardly deeds of such
infamous figures as Billy the Kid and Clay Allison, but also relate tales of less
notorious but equally fascinating characters such as Madam Varnish of White
Oaks; James Reavis, the "Baron of Arizona"; and Henry Lorenz and his sidekick, Harry Dwyer, two Easterners who themselves fell under the spell of the
"Wild West" legend and lived to regret it.
Interesting as these accounts may be, they must not be mistaken for serious
historical data. The book does not claim to be more than it is and clearly states
that it is written for a popular audience.
Author Simmons has used many Territorial newspaper accounts as the
basis of some of his research and anyone who has perused these sources knows
that much information they contain was biased, exaggerated, inaccurate, written tongue-in-cheek, or based on rumor and innuendo. Simmons, aware of
this, sometimes writes, "One writer claims" or "in another version of the story."
Many of these tales were originally composed as items for Simmons' newspaper column on Southwestern history. They are therefore, of necessity, relatively brief, surface accounts of the incidents they portray. Each is illustrated
with at least one old, pertinent photograph. In the book, New Mexico is divided
into four geographical sections and the sketches are grouped together according
to the,locale of the action.
For enjoyable light reading about some of New Mexico's most colorful
wrongdoers and the lawmen who opposed them, pick up When Six-Guns Ruled.
Jacqueline Dorgan Meketa
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Eating Up the Santa Fe Trail. By Sam'IP. Arnold. (Niwot: University Press of
Colorado, 1990. xvi + 130 pp. Illustrations, index. $19.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
What people eat says a great deal about their culture. In Wolf Song, Harvey
Fergusson used food to convey an understanding of daily life in the Hispanic
settlements of New Mexico. Wah-to-Yah and the Taos Trailis evocative portrayal
of frontier life rests on such narrative pillars as Lewis Garrard's meticulous
description of meals that he shared with his trapper and trader associates.
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Most recently, SC\m Arnold's Eating Up the Santa Fe Trail showcases the diverse
and imaginatively blended cuisine that characterized the diet of those who
lived and conducted business on that great multicultural meeting ground known
as the Santa Fe Trail.
. The Santa Fe Trail ran westward through unique cultures, institutions,
and flora and fauna. Arnold has organized his book around that premise, with
individual chapters that highlight food and recipes that prevailed in Missouri
settlements, in Plains Indian villages, at Bent's Fort, and in the Pueblo Indian
villages and Hispanic settlements of New Mexico. Each chapter begins with a
brief historical introduction, and then continues with an account of common
foods and recipes. For the culinary purist, Arnold provides a nineteenth-century version of individual recipes, replete with instructions that specify "a
pinch of this and a pinch of that" And, to satisfy those of us who just like to
eat, the author also supplies a more precisely measured, modern version of
each recipe. In addition, the chapters include individual bibliographies that
focus on relevant nineteenth-century cookbooks, Santa Fe Trail narratives, and
carefully chosen basic works on Southwestern history. Consequently, the general reader can also enjoy Eating Up the Santa Fe Trail as a solid introduction
to the trail and its history.
Arnold has spent a lifetime researching nineteenth-century cuisine-Western and otherwise. He shows that pork, corn, hominy, buffalo, and chile dishes
were the main staples of Southwestern frontier diet For that reason, there are
a number of recipes for dishes that contain these foods, such as: cornbread
(four versions); hominy and pork stew (posole); buffalo jerky; pemmican; chicken l
with red chiles; carne adobada; and salt pork. For more adventurous palates, ,.
Arnold throws in historically accurate instructions for preparing skunk, moose
nose, and Army hard tack-which serves to remind us that the nineteenth-.
century Southern Plains harbored two- as well as four-legged cockroach species. The author also provides fully developed historical treatises on chile (a
New World export); fry-bread (not known to the Indians until they acquired
metal kettles); and Taos Lightning (probably not served at Delmonico's). In
short, Eating Up the Santa Fe Trail furnishes a fairly complete catalogue of typical
and exotic frontier cuisine, within a historical context that enables the reader
to understand daily living, commerce, and cultural interplay along the Santa
Fe Trail. We are, indeed, what we eat.
Tim Wehrkamp
National Archives and Records Administration

Poles in the 19th Century Southwest. By Francis Casimir Kajencki. (El Paso: Southwest Polonia Press, 1990. xii + 274 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $25.00.)
Francis Kajencki's volume, Poles in the 19th Century Southwest, adds to the
efforts of other scholars in recent years to illuminate the role of foreign immigrants in the American migration to the western reaches of the North American continent. To make his point Kajencki has chosen five Polish immigrants
to demonstrate their contribution to that experience: Louis W. Geck (Gaj-
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kowski), Martin Kozlowski, Alexander Grzelachowski, Charles Radziminski,
and Napoleon Koscialowski. Three of them are strongly associated with the
history of New Mexico and two more peripherally. All of his subjects are
persons who achieved some measure of stature in their lives.
Of eight chapter headings, it should be noted, five have appeared in print
before as articles. Thus, for the close student of southwestern historical literature there may be some familiar text. On the other hand, the convenience
of having the essays together provides a composite picture which justifies the
existence of the volume.
Kajencki displays considerable diligence in unearthing factual information
about his subjects, some from sources not readily available or probably even
known to Southwest historians. His dedication to that purpose, indeed, provides one of the major contributions of his work. He also attempts some
analysis and interpretation of the small group of persons he has chosen to
portray.
None of the five Poles were of the lower class, the peasantry, in Poland,
and three were of the gentry. Four of the five left Poland as a result of their
involvement in revolutionary activities directed toward the reestablishment of
Polish independence. Only Grzelachowski differed in his motivation. He was
a Catholic priest and accompanied Father Lamy to New Mexico.
Once in America, all five of his subjects saw military service. They fought
in the Mexican-American conflict and in the Civil War (on both sides of the
conflict). Martin Kozlowski, Kajencki tells us, played an important role in the
Union victory at Glorieta Pass. After the Civil War two. became successful
merchants (including Grzelachowski), two were civil engineers, and one a
rancher and innkeeper.
The successes and failures of their lives receive most of the attention in
the volume and Kajencki reveals their biographies with candor as well as
sympathy. The historian, however, may still regret that perhaps too little was
made of the opportunity to deal with the unique ethnic content of upper class
Poles in an American frontier setting. Nonetheless, that very uniqueness gives
the western historian insight into the impact of the history of immigration on
American and the complexities involved in the integration of newcomers into
a society in the early process of formation. Kajencki's efforts are eminently
worthwhile for this purpose.
Henry J. Tobias
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Literature and Politics in the Central American Revolutions. By John Beverley and
Marc Zimmerman. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990. xvi + 252 pp.
Notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
The authors of this useful volume propose to "look at 'Central American
literature as an ideological practice of national liberation struggle, merging
from a complex set of cultural relations and institutions given by tradition and
encoding new forms of personal, national, and popular identity" (p. ix). It is
their contention that literature, more specifically poetry, has not merely re-
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flected the growth of revolutionary activity in the Central American states of
Nicaragua, EI Salvador, and Guatemala, but has been at least in part responsible
for it. They argue that "revolutionary political consciousness does not derive
directly or spontaneously from exploitative economic relations, that it must be
in some sense produced" (p. 8). In pursuing this argument, they review the
relationship of literature to politics in these three states from colonial ,times to
the present, although there is little real depth in their treatment of the subject
before the twentieth century. Serious discussion begins with Ruben DaJ;io's
modernismo and the manner in which poets began to radicalize elements of the
upper and middle classes. The work helps to explain Nicaragua's remarkable
fascination with poetry, so characteristic of that state's literary tradition.
Beverley and Zimmerman develop their arguments along lines pioneered
by Ernest Laclau, Chantal Mouffe, Antonio Gramsci, and Louis AI~husser. They
sometimes get mired down in Marxist jargon, but for the most part present
their evidence and arguments clearly and persuasively. They are at their best
in the opening chapters, which establish their conceptual framework and review "culture, intellectuals, and politics in Central America" (Chapter 2). Subsequent chapters focus on Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemalan poetry,
with particular attention to the work of Ernesto Cardenal, Roque Dalton, and
Otto Rene Castillo. Perhaps because poetry has been so much more important
fn Nicaragua, their treatment of that state is by far the most lucid. On Guatemala, where poetry is relatively less important, their chapter acknowledges
the importance of prose forms and appears almost apologetic regarding poetry.
This chapter does, however, reflect considerable sensitivity to Guatemala's·;·
unique ethnic situation and the difficulty that its indigenous majority has had
in expressing itself in literary terms. A final chapter deals with narrative testimonies, mostly since 1979, such as that of the Mayan Guatemalan, Rigoberta
Menchu. While it is interesting and informative, it seems out of context with
the rest of the book.
The authors do not attempt to conceal that a'dmiration for the Central
American left, but they ~ppear badly shaken by the reversal of the Nicaraguan
revolution, which occurred just as the book was going into' production. This
unexpected event forced them to rewrite several sections, making somewhat
less convincing their arguments on behalf of the effectiveness of literature in
politics.
Ralph Lee Woodward, k
Tulane University

The Great Western: Legendary Lady of the Southwest. By Brian Sandwich. (EI Paso:
Texas Western Press, 1991. i + 78 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography.
$7.50 paper.)
In late December 1866, fifty-three-year-old Sarah Bowman died at Fort
Yuma, California, where she was buried with full military honors. Known
throughout the Southwest as "The Great Western," Bowman captured the
imagination of her contemporaries by her size, personality, and unconventional
life-style. These same elements continue to fascinate twentieth~century writers,
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all seemingly intent upon uncovering something new about the Great Western's career.
Much about Bowman's life, in fact, remains a mystery. Bowman gain~d
legendary stature, however, during the Mexican War when she marched with
General Zachary Taylor's army to the Rio Grande and came under heavy fire
when Mexican troops shelled the American position for seven days. During
this attack, she prepared meals for the men and cared for the wounded, earning
the title "Heroine of Fort Brown." But her remarkable size-more than six feet
tall and well proportioned-caused many writers to call her "The Great Western," the name of the largest steamship then afloat.
Bowman followed Taylor's army into Mexico and ,established a combination hotel, restaurant, and brothel, first at Monterreyand then at Saltillo. Later
she managed a similar establishment at what became El Paso, Texas, and next
moved to Socorro, New Mexico, where she became the wife of Albert Bowman,
a sergeant in the United States Army. During most of the sixteen years the
Bowmans stayed together, they made their home in and around Fort Yuma.
There Sarah again managed a boardinghouse-bordello for her military clientele.
During her lifetime, Sarah established a reputation as a shrewd businesswoman. But she also won the hearts of many admirers for her kindness
and generosity. Modern-day writers, including Brian Sandwich, continue to
depict Bowman as "the prostitute with a heart of gold." In sixty-six pages of
text, Sandwich writes engagingly of this "extraordinary woman ... who lived
through an incredible time of American history" (p. 66). Although lack of
sources prevented Sandwich from writing a detailed biography of Bowman,
aficionados of the Great Western, as well as general readers, will enjoy this
slender volume documenting the career of one of the West's legendary figures.
Darlis A. Miller
New Mexico State University

A Visit from Father and Other Tales of the Mojave. By Don Worcester. (College
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990. xiv + 96 pp. Illustrations. $15.95.)
Don Worcester's slender volume of recollections, A Visit from Father and
Other Tales of the Mojave, tells of growing up during the era between the two
world wars under conditions unfamiliar to most people today. The chapter "A
Visit from Father," published originally in The Roundup in July 1970, provided
the genesis for the collection of vignettes, much as the father's desertion when
the author was' approximately four years old became the genesis for a new
chapter-indeed a turning point-in the course of his life~
This is the story not only of three children, Don, Harris, and Lavon, who
were shuttled off to the southern California homestead in care of grandparents,
but also the admirable story of their mother, Dr. Maud Makemson, whose
intellect and determination motivated her to earn an advanced degree in astronomy and compete successfully in a man's world. Exposure to his mother's
world of books, archaeological digs in Arizona, and brief sojourns in various
university environments influenced Worcester's ultimate choice of a university
career in Latin American history and history of the West. Equally important,
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however, were the early years in Arizona, imprinted indelibly in memory as
an exciting land of cowboys and Indians. The years of hard work on the
California homestead, association with a father figure, J. P. Aldrich, and a
growing affinity for horses were also formative in nature.
Written in the genre of Jim Corder's Lost in West Texas, the book is an
interesting sociological study. Worcester's tales, recorded in an engaging, simplistic style, reveal a life shaped by myth .and reality. The vignettes paint a
mosaic made up of kerosene lamps, horses, rattlesnakes, coyotes, potbellied
stoves, levis, hard work, and walks in the snow, along with unsuccessful
attempts to escape to Arizona, the "magical" land of childhood memories, and
the more successful, if vicarious, escapes through reading the novels of Zane
Grey and Bertha M. Bower. Similarly, Worcester's adult life and career have
been characterized both by scholarly historical.writing within the academic
community and the writing of historical fiction for the general reader.
In sum, A Visit from Father is a gem of a book, interesting historically and
sociologically for what it records about times past and how the West, in myth
and reality, shapes character.
Necah Stewart Furman
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Equal to the Occasion: Women Editors pI the Nineteenth-Century West. By Sherilyn
Cox Bennion. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1990. ix + 210 pp. Illustra~.:
tions, tables, appel}dix, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
After thorough research, Bennion has compiled a list of 272 women who
edited about 250 publications in eleven western states and territories between
1854 and 1900 and had based her book upon many of these editors. They were
included on the basis of residence, period of work, and availability of biographical information. Most female editors had short careers, were middle
class, independent, and edited small town weeklies. Bennion concludes that
"The presence of women in the editorial chair was unusual but not remarkable,
and women contributed significantly to western journalism in the nineteenth
century" (p. 11).
Bennion classified her subjects according to their interests. Some sought
to reach women through publications emphasizing fiction, poetry, travel sketches,
recipes, and other relevant sllbjects. Sarah Moore Clark, who was probably
the first western woman editor, launched the Oakland Contra Costa in 1854. A
few years later San Franciscan Hermione Ball Day attracted women with her
small magazine, The Hesperian. Most women editors, however, edited small
town weeklies, such as Ada Chase Merritt's Idaho Recorder, in an effort to inform
and influence both male and female readers. Other women editors used the
press to champion reform, including temperance, communitarianism, woman's
suffrage, and populism. Two of the most notable reform editors were suffragists
Emily A. Pitts-Stevens of the San Francisco Pioneer and Abigail Scott Duniway
of the Portland New Northwest. A few women edited religious periodicals, and
Bannion concentrated on those "outside the mainstream religions" (p. 74),
such as Mormon Lola Green Richards. A few women edited literary magazines;
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probably Milicent Shinn, of the Overland Monthly, was the most renowned.
Others championed special interests, including Mrs. M. L. Money whose Kalama Beacon spoke for the Northern Pacific.
Bennion's study is important to those interested in western women and
western journalism, for she proves that a woman journalist "could lead a
crusade or boost her community or publicize religious and educational activities" (p. 164). Her appendix is also valuable by providing details about editors
and the historical societies holding their publications.
The book is a bit brief for such a big subject. Bennion might have included
other female editors and have read longer runs of the publications she researched. The author should have more fully compared western and eastern
publications, emphasizing that eastern female editors had a powerful influence
upon their western sisters. Bennion asserts. that "Even the assumption that
the town newspaper would boost settlement. and· economic growth must be
questioned" (p.9), but her evidence demonstrates that female editors were as
ardent boosters as their male counterparts. And her statement that "No taint
of free love arose to tarnish the reputation of Duniway or her paper" (p. 63)
ignores the fact that in the early 1870s Oregon critics charged that Duniway
accepted Woodhull's notorious doctrines.
But such reservations do not detract very much from Bennion's accomplishment. Her pathbreaking book should encourage others to investigate western
women journalists. All who do will be indebted to Bennion.
G. Thomas Edwards
Whitman College

Jesse Chisholm: Ambassador of the Plains. By Stan Hoig. (Niwot: University Press
of Colorado, 199Lxiii + 226 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index.
$28.00.)
Cherokee-Scott Jesse Chisholm deserves to be remembered for more than
giVing his name to a major cattle trail, for he spent his life as trusted trader to
the Indians, guide for expeditions, interpreter extraordinary, and tireless peacemaker. His ability to speak many h\dian tongues made him invaluable in whiteIndian relations; he helped organize and interpreted at many treaty councils.
He also ransomed numerous captive children. In 1845 he was sent to search
for the missing George Guess, or Sequoyah; he found that the inventer of the
Cherokee alphabet had died at a Cherokee village in northern Mexico.
The Civil War generated bitter divisions among the Cherokees and other
tribes. Slave-owning Cherokee mixed-bloods were pro-Confederate; full bloods
were pro-Union. Jesse, who owned slaves, continued trading and serving the
cause of peace on the southern plains, but he moved to pro-Union Kansas. In
1864 or the next year he began driving wagons from his new post near modern
Wichita to his old post at Council Grove on the North Canadian. This route,
covering little more than 200 miles and known as Chisholm's Trail, was his
avenue to immortality, for in 1867 Texas cowmen began following it. They soon
gave Jesse's name to the entire cattle trail from the Rio Grande to the various
Kansas railheads.
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In the spring of 1868, Jesse took twenty-two wagons loaded with trade
goods to his post at Council Grove. There one day he expressed a hunger for
bear meat and honey, a favorite dish ofsome tribes. An. Indian woman who
had bear grease stored in a brass kettle obliged him. Jesse ate heartily, but the
metal had contaminated the bear grease, and the meal proved fatal.
When Jesse was buried; Comanche chief Ten Bears sang a death chant,
then placed the gold peace medal President Lincoln had given him on his dead
friend. Trader James Mead wrote a fitting eulogy: "He was by nature noble,
chivalrous and brave. An arbitrator among the wild tribes of the plains and
territory, beloved and respected by all."
Stan Hoig has, as usual, written a thoroughly researched and readable
account, and is again to be commended. This reviewer would like to see a
similar study of the equally famous Delaware, Black Beaver. In fact, the story
of the Delawares in the West still needs to be told.
Donald E. Worcester
Texas Christian University

Paso por Aqui: Critical Essays on the New Mexican Literary Tradition, 1542-1988.
Edited by Erlinda Gonzales-Berry. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1989. vi + 319 pp. Notes, bibliography. $27.50.)
The literary history of the Americas did not begin in 1607, despite the
time-lines of the standard American literature anthologies, nor have the only
texts that compose this history been written in English. On the most elemental
level, the fifteen essays in Paso por Aqui insist upon a Hispanic literary tradition,
especially as it surfaces in New Mexico, that has been overlooked or ignored
even within the context of the current debate over canon reformation. Luis
Leal's "The First American Epic," for example, should give pause to those
Americanists who would privilege John Smith's General History of Virginia:
Gaspar Perez de Villagra's poem Historia de la Nueva Mexico had appeared
fourteen years earlier.
Unfortunately, such pointed insights as this one are too often obscured
by the defensive tone and apologetic purpose of some of the contributions to
this volume. To judge solely from it, moreover, the "New Mexican Literary
Tradition" of the subtitle is exclusively Hispanic. The editor attempts to rationalize this focus in a polemical introduction-e.g., by referring to "the disco.urse of domination generated by Anglo texts"-that is jarringly at odds with
the more traditional literary-historical approach adopted by most of the other
essayists. Several of them concede at least the possibility of cross-cultural
ferment, as when Tey Diana Rebolledonotes that the Anglo writer Mary Austin
influenced the work of Cleofas Jaramillo. Unfortunately, however, the design
of the collection precludes fuller elaboration of this point. Paso por Aqui contains
no essays either on the influence of Native American oral tradition on the
literature of the state nor on Anglo writers like Austin or Edward Abbey, who
influenced or were influenced by Hispanos. (Parenthetically, the volume also
contains no index.)
The final two essays implicitly recognize the parameters which have been
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drawn with adjectives qualifying the phrase "New Mexican" in their titles:
Antonio C. Marquez' "Algo Viego y Algo Nuevo: Contemporary New Mexican
Hispanic Fiction" and Juan Bruce-Novoa's "New Mexican Chicano Poetry: The
Contemporary Tradition." Not coincidentally, both Marquez and Bruce-Novoa
are careful not to overstate their arguments, and as a result theirs are among
the most valuable articles in the collection. Rudy S. Apodaca's novel The Waxen
Image, according to Marquez, "is not a significant contribution to the literature
of New Mexico" but illustrates rather "the dilettantism in New Mexico literature." Robert Gallegos' erotic poems, according to Bruce-Novoa, "are trite and
unexciting." I wish each of the contributors to the volume had observed the
same standards as these two discriminating critics. When they compliment
such contemporary New Mexico writers as Nash Candelaria and Cordelia
Candelaria, then, their praise seems neither forced nor facile.
Gary Scharnhorst
University of New Mexico

Damming the Colorado: The Rise of the Lower Colorado River Authority 1933-1939.
By John A. Adams, Jr. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990.
xvii + 161 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$32.50.)
This book examines the origins and development of the Lower Colorado
River Authority which gave rise to a number of dams and power plants in
central Texas during the 1930s. The author brings to light political and technical
dimensions of the story, though he is less clear about the social and economic
context from which LCRA arose.
Adams begins with a chapter tracing the history of floods along the Colorado and unsuccessful attempts by private enterprise to build dams to manage
them. He then turns to the Great Depression and the New Deal in Texas. With
demands for work relief mounting, the federal government saw a way to help
the unemployed and at the same time erect dams to help the state's economy
have a more secure foundation. Money for initial construction came from
agencies like the PWA whose director Harold Ickes promised more funding
once Texas established administrative control over the river. The state legislature did so in 1934 when it passed a bill creating the Lower Colorado River
Authority. Thousands of workers now began to build Buchanan and Marshall
Ford dams.
The entity known as LCRA stirred controversy, much like the more famous
TVA. Texas ranchers became nervous about their water rights, chambers of
commerce feared an erosion of free enterprise, and private power companies
saw a threat to their own livelihood from publically produced hydroelectric
power. One result, as Adams points out, was that LCRA underwent considerable change during these six years, at first being interested in flood control
and irrigation and only later establishing a policy more in keeping with TVAto produce and market power.
The reasons for this shift in LCRA's purpose would seem to be important
yet they are not made very clear. The reader must wade through high level

BOOK REVIEWS

95

bureaucratic maneuvering, legal debates and court cases about public power,
and numerous details about building the dams. The prose is dull and the focus
stays on bureaucratic and legal matters which may have been important but
can only have been an expression of underlying economic and social forces.
It is the deeper context ,of social and economic life that is lacking in the
book. The people who seem to count the most are political figures and high
level officials in Washington like Harold Ickes and Elwood Mead and Texas
Congressmen James Buchanan and his successor-the young Lyndon Johnson.
Adams is surely right to point out their parts in the story but what about the
people of central Texas imd their communities? What economic and social
aspirations did they have and why was the lower Colorado especially significant? How many rural Texans yearned to have electrical power and why was
the absence of it a critical factor in their lives? For all his interest in politics
the author provides little analysis of public opinion. It would be refreshing to
know more about how residents in the state looked upon this massive water
project.
Adams sees LCRA as a great success. It brought low cost power, jobs for
the unemployed, and construction contracts for businesses badly in need of a
boost. He also sees it in the great tradition of federal conservation in its careful
management of multiple resources. Adams did not intend to write a full scale
history of LCRA up to the present-yet it is hard not to wonder to what degree
its success has been maintained in the years since. In general, because of this
book's limited time frame; it will be of less interest to environmental histqrians
than to scholars of the New Deal in Texas.
Mark W. T. Harvey
North Dakota State University

Benjamin Capps and the South Plains: A Literary Relationship. By Lawrence Clayton.
(Denton: University of North Texas Press, 1990. 205 pp. Bibliography, index.
.
$19.95.)
The Texas Legacy of Katherine Anne Porter. By James T. F. Tanner. (Denton: University of North Texas Press, 1990. 237 pp. Bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Katherine Anne Porter and Texas: An Uneasy Relationship. Edited by Clinton Machann and William Bedford Clark. (College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1990. xxiii + 191 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $29.50.)
Students of Western literature should take careful note of the University
of North Texas Press' new Texas Writers Series, inaugurated last year by Judy
Alter's Elmer Kelton and West Texas: A Literary Relationship. The Clayton and
Tanner volumes on Benjamin Capps and Katherine Anne Porter reviewed here
are the second and third numbers in the series, which promises to become a
handy repository of level-headed biographical and critical appraisal of major
Texas literary figures. Works in progress include a study of Larry McMurtry
by Tom Pilkington, and volumes on Rolando Hinojosa and George Sessions
Perry. Featuring a format similar to the Twayne United States Authors Series,
each TWS volume offers a biographical section, followed by chapters on the
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author's work categorized by subject or theme, and concluding with a handy
bibliography of primary and. secondary works, sometimes briefly annotated.
The sturdy 5 x 7 library binding without dust jacket signifies that these books
are meant to be read: they fit ·comfortably into coat pocket, purse, or briefcase,
inviting casual subway or bedtime reading and promising a lifetime of shelf
wear.
Benjamin Capps is not a familiar figure to literary critics, and Clayton's
volume is the first book-length study of his work. This neglect is partly a result
of Capps' relatively limited output-though twelve books of fiction and nonfiction are certainly a respectable corpus for a still-active writer-and partly a
result of Capps' distaste for self-promotion. But primarily it is because Capps
falls between two stools: he writes about the West, which is a sure ticket to
critical oblivion, yet his books are not formula Westerns.
Instead of being ignored by both the literary and popular audiences, Capps
ought to appeal to both, for his books offer both literary depth and exciting
action. Clayton's study will not reach the drugstore paperback reader, but it
ought to encourage serious critics to take a look ,at Capps. In his middle
chapters, where he gives detailed readings to Capps' Anglo novels, his Indian
novels, and his historical nonfiction, Clayton reveals a literary craftsman with
a rare skill at incorporating historical themes into his fiction, and a searching
eye for complexities of human motivation and character.
Writers of fiction and nonfiction will find especially appealing Clayton's
chapter on "The Writer and His Craft," where he not only explains Capps'
intense work routine and research techniques, but also gives Capps' reasons
for emphasizing historical themes and characters even in the face of sharp
criticism from historians and other novelists. Clayton concludes with the claim
that "Capps's work entitles him to belong to the ranks of the very best writers"
(p. 159). Perhaps. He certainly deserves a wider readership and closer critical
attention, and Clayton has given him a good boost toward both.
The other-two books considered here focus on the complex personality of
Katherine Anne Porter, the Texas themes that figure centrally in many of her
stories, and the ambivalent relationship between Porter and her native state.
Born into modest circumstances in Indian Creek, Texas, and largely self-educated, Porter was embarrassed by her background and in. autobiographical
recollections falsified her humble origins. As she developed as a writer, she
found it expedient to escape from Texas in order to practice her craft in more
congenial environments in Mexico and the eastern United States.
And yet Texas had a grip on her, both literarily and personally, that she
never escaped. Both of the volumes reviewed here emphasize the Texas elements in her stories, including some tales not generally thought to be Texasinspired. And both books focus on the decisive importance in her personal life
of the Texas Institute of Letters' rejection in 1939 of her Pale Horse, Pale Rider
for their annual award in favor of J. Frank Dobie's Apache Gold, Yaqui Silver.
That, andthe failure of the University of Texas to carry out what she understood
as its promise to create a special library to house her papers, frustrated her
attempted reconciliation with Texas, and she deposited her papers with the
University of Maryland. Only late in life, when Howard Payne University
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awarded her an honorary degree, did her anger at her native state finally abate,
and she was buried beside her mother at Indian Creek.
Tanner and several contributors to the Machann-Clark collection explore
a feminist interpretation of Porter's rejection of and by Texas. According to
this thesis, Texas culture and the Texas literary establishment were too male
dominated to provide literary material and recognition for a creative and independent woman.
In fact, things are less simple. As noted above, Porter's expatriation was
little more than physical, for her stories are deeply rooted in Texas soil. And
ascribing her award rejection to male chauvinism seems at least partly sour
grapes. Some of the Machann-Clark contributors, particularly Porter's biographer, Joan Givner, promote Porter's claim to the award by denigrating Dobie's book, which in fact is an excellent study of the folklore of treasure hunting.
One cannot exactly accuse Porter of deliberately courting rejection to confirm
her feelings about Texas by competing for an award from an organization with
a well-known chauvinistic bias, but she ought perhaps to have been better
prepared for rejection, and her melodramatic reaction when it came seems a
bit petulant.
Of these two Porter studies, Tanner's is more comprehensive and conservative in its conClusions, and constitutes an excellent introduction to Porter's
work and the extensive interpretive literature. But the Machann-Clark collection offers some worthwhile entertainment and insights. Primary among those
are the reminiscences of critic Cleanth Brooks and Porter's nephew Paul Porter,
who report some of Porter's ascerbic humor and offer views of her insecurity
about her homemade education. Both books belong in the collection of anyone
with even a casual interest in Katherine Anne Porter.
Gary Topping
Utah State Historical Society

Palo Duro Canyon: A Monument to the Story of the Texas South Plains. Produced
by Roger Lindley. (Amarillo: Lindley-Ockander International Television, 1990.
Video Tape. $19.95.)
Palo Duro Canyon: A Monument to the Story of the Texas South Plains, produced
by Roger Lindley, provides an excellent example of the strengths and weaknesses of video media for historical presentations. The visual images in Lindley's production capture the essence of the Llano Estacado; the Palo Duro
Canyon scenes are often breathtaking in their beauty. Further, the use of clips
from the 1916 movie Old Texas, produced by cowman Charles Goodnight, adds
an interesting historical perspective. All things considered, the visual technique
is excellent.
Nevertheless, no amount of technical excellence can overcome a poorly
written script. The story line, loosely centered around Palo Duro Canyon,
jumps back and forth from subject to subject in a most disconcerting and .
confusing manner. Presented in the vernacular, the narration tends to lose
. impact when it describes events and people in colloquial and pejorative terms:
for instance, Palo Duro was formed "round about a million years ago" and
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Coronado appears foolish because he "fell for" a plot perpetrated by his Native
American guide. These and other simplistic explanations and characterizations
of events and personages tend to trivialize the story.
The narrative also contains several inaccurate statements. For example,
can one really believe that Coronado's entourage had never seen a hail storm
before coming onto the Plains? Further, the settlement of New Mexico was
actually accomplished in 1598, with the Oilate entrada, not in 1580, as the
narrator would have us believe. Finally, serious inaccuracy develops when the
author begins to categorize various Comanche bands as "tribes." This gives a
false impression of Comanche political organization, leading the viewer to
believe that there was more than one "Comanche tribe." Native Americans
will vigorously object to .the author's designation of them as "savages"; the
author gives the impression that the indigenous occupants of the Llano spent
most of their time committing unspeakable atrocities against "palefaces," as
he calls white settlers. Meanwhile, other typical myths and misconceptions
about Native American cultures are perpetuated, for example, one that Indian
"men snoozed in the shade while the women did all the work."
Although· the video is correct in general historical outline, these and a
myriad other glaring inaccuracies show that this video does not offer an accurate presentation of the Llano's cultural history. Worse, it exhibits a strong
Anglo bias. Watched with muted sound, it provides excellent images of the
Llano Estacado. The film might be useful in promoting tourism, but viewers
should be extremely wary of using it as an educational tool.
Bobby Weaver
National Cowboy Hall of Fame and
Western Heritage Center

Modern Brazil: Elites and Masses in Historical Perspective. Edited by Michael L.
Conniff and Frank D. McCann. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989.
xxiv + 305 pp. Map, chart, tables, notes, index. $33.95.)
This collection of essays about late nineteenth- and twentieth-century Brazilian history is organized around the concepts of "elites," defined as those
with high status, wealth, and political power, and "masses," the disadvantaged
who lack such status, wealth, or power. Most of the contributors include the
results of new research in their syntheses of the history of the segment of the
elites or masses in which they specialize.
Almost half the book is dedicated to the elites. Joseph Love and Bert
Barickman's essay compares regional elites to each other, finding that the
composite elite is made up of a much greater proportion of proprietors than
the elites of the U.S. or Mexico. Michael Conniff describes the evolution of the
national political elite, and Frank McCann studies the composition and politics
of the military. Steven Topik analyzes the economic elites of the Old Republic
and their business associations, while Eli Diniz argues that the post-1930 industrial elite actively promoted its interests with and through successive governments, though rarely reaching a consensus on the political course to be
taken.
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The section on the masses opens with an essay by Eul-Soo Pang on agrarian
change in the Northeast, which summarizes banditry and messianism, but
does not address other contemporary or later changes, such as the process of
proletarianization, the rise of rural protests and organization, and the drive
for land reform. Thomas Holloway studies immigration in the rural South,
demonstrating that though immigrants undoubtedly belonged to the masses,
in many instances they were upwardly mobile. Michael Hall and Marco Aurelio
Garcia summarize the history of urban labor movements from the late nineteenth century through the constitutiomil convention of the 1980s. Sam Adamo
analyzes the question of race in the composition of the povo, people.
The last section traces connections between the elites and masses. Robert
Levine analyzes the evolving ways the elites have viewed the povo, and Joseph
Straubhaar describes the development of mass communications that promote
the consumer culture, but have had to adapt somewhat to mass preferences.
Fred Sturm completes the section with an overview of religious institutions
that are a meeting place for elites and masses: the Catholic Church, divided
into two churches, one for the masses, the other by the masses; Protestantism,
mainly middle-class; Pentecostalism, mainly lower-class; and Umbanda and
other Afro-Brazilian religions where the greatest commingling takes place.
The book has no chapter on women, though there are occasional references
to women throughout and the epilogue presents a brief summary of historic
changes in women's condition. Despite this shortcoming, students of Brazil
will find this book a very useful overview of the state-of-the-art scholarship
on elites and masses.
Muriel Nazzari
Indiana University, Bloomington

Texas: A Modern History. David G. McComb. (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1989. vii + 197 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $12.95
paper.)
This brief narrative history is, as the title promises, in some ways a "modern" history. The book is up-to-date in terms of scholarly underpinnings and
attitudes. Unlike the popular account by T. R. Fehrenbach, McComb's work
is free of excessive Texas chauvinism and reflective of recent scholarship on
minorities. It gives ample attention to the economic forces of modernization
and, as expected given his previous scholarship, urbanization. Further, the
work focuses to an unusual degree on post-World War II Texas. McComb
chronicles events in recent history (in fact through the 1980s) around the theme
of the decline of the Texas "mystique."
.
,
At the same time there is a traditional quality to this "modern" history.
In terms of style McComb has produced a good "old fashioned" narrative. The
readability is improved further by the inclusion of some fifty-three "sidebars"
giving more in-depth or anecdotal coverage to topics of special interest. Every
reader will no doubt have some favorites among these; mine were the entries
on the armadillo, Jean Laffite, "The Eyes of Texas," James Stephen Hogg, the
Balinese Room of Galveston, and "Babe" Didrikson Zaharias. The book also
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contains an ample number of excellent photographs and a few well-chosen
maps.
Perhaps the cardinal test of a book is the extent to which it fulfills the
stated purpose. McComb attempted to provide, in his own words, "a brief,
narrative history of Texas written for the adult reader who wishes to probe
into the ethos of a people, taste the unique flavor of the culture, and experience
the rhythm of development." Texas: A Modern History serves this ambitious
function and adds some stimulating interpretive insights as well, especially
on that elusive question of the "charaCter" of the state and its people. It makes
a minimum of factual error (for example two dates are off by one year)·and
provides solid coverage of the standard topics (including geography) that a
broad study should include. McComb also gives an-unusual amount of attention to culture and the arts. His book deserves a wide readership in both the
scholarly community and the general public.
Paul D. Lack
McMurry College

The American West: A Narrative Bibliography and a Study in Regionalism. By Charles
F. Wilkinson. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1989.' xiv + 144 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography. $19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
"What is the difference between hubris and chutzpah?" asks the novice.
"Well," says the old man, "When Prometheus stole fire from the gods, that
was hubris. It would have been chutzpah if he had tried to sell it back."
Some readers will surely accuse Charles Wilkinson of either hubris or
chutzpah in attempting to synthesize the vast array of literature on "the American West" into a sensible, comprehensible, and small package. The realization
of such an ambitious project must fall short. After all~ the American 'West as
a concept is now more than 150 years old and has generated vast quantities
of words-words of description, words of analysis, words filled with sensitivity
and intuition, words filled with greed, destruction, and damnation. How can
one person expect to bring sense to this chaos? With flair (make that chutzpah)!
Wilkinson, a professor of law at the University of Colorado, organizes the
West into its four component parts, its four primary colors: the events, the
people, the terrain, the ideas. The varied hues within each color are the subthemes. Under "The People," for example, Wilkinson has a major heading
"The Institutions," and under that rubric just four: the Forest Service, the
Navajo Nation, the Weyerhaeuser Company, and the Sierra Club. You gotta
love someone who thinks like that!
To continue the spectrum of colors analogy, add to Wilkinson's four primary colors white (a prefatory essay titled "Defining the West") and black (a
brief postscript titled "A Word on the Future of the West"-not at all grim,
hopeful in fact) and you have a picture of the entire book, except for the
bibliography. Whether their subject is "Land and Species Preservation," "The
Johnson County War," or one of dozens of other typical topics, Wilkinson's
essays are dense with ideas and references to published sources, always cited
by number to the bibliography that concludes the book.
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The bibliography serves as a kind of topical index. Each title listed is
accompanied by reference to the pages in the text where it is mentioned. The
bibliographic entries are complete enough so that any reader should be able
to locate the item in a library or bookstore. And Wilkinson finishes with the
same flair that has taken him through the book, for when the final title is listed
its number is ~8; no nifty rounding to 500 great books, no apologies.
Criticizing Wilkinson's choices would be easy. He lists four of his own
books and five separate issues of the magazine Alaska Geographic, while listing
only one of Tony Hillerman's novels (and not the best at that); and he doesn't
include John Graves, whose book Goodbye to a River has been called by no less
an authority than A. C. Greene "the best book about Texas ever written."
So what? This eclectic, opinionted book will stimulate any reader's ideological juices and is sure to please. the thoughtful environmentalist with its
attention to our problems and possibilities. It will suggest to every reader at
least a dozen books he or she never read but should. It will add to almost
everyone's perspective on the growth and history of the American West. Try
it, you'll like it-even if youdon't it will be good for you!
W. David Laird
University of Arizona Library
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A Biography of
D'Arcy McNickle
Dorothy R. Parker
Based on a wide range of previously untapped sources, this first
full-length biography traces the
course of McNickle's life from the
reservation of his childhood
through a career of major import
to American Indian political and
cultural affairs. In so doing it
reveals a man who affirmed his
own heritage while giving a
coll~ctive

Indian voice to many

who had previously seen themselves only in a tribal context.
$35.00

Available at bookstores.
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Life in the Pueblos. By Ruth Underhill. (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press,'
1992. v + 154 pp. Illustrations, maps. $12.95 paper.)
Tough Times in Rough Places: Personal Narratives of Adventure, Death and
Survival on the Western Frontier. Edited by Neil B. Carmony and David
E. Brown. (Silver City, New Mexico: High-Lonesome Books, 1992. 296
pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $12.95 paper.)
Roy Bean: Law West of the Pecos. By C. L. Sonnichsen. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1991. xvi + 207 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography.
$9.95 paper.)
.
Waterlily. By Ella Cara Deloria. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1990. xii + 244 pp. $8.95 paper.)
Prairie Plants and Their Environment: A Fifty-Year Study in the Midwest.
By J. E. Weaver. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xi + 276
pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, bibliography, 'index. $J2.50 paper.)
Regional Studies: The Interplay of Land and People. Edited by Glen E. Lich.
(College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1992. xiii + 181 pp.
Maps, tables, 'notes. $32.50.)
The Omaha Tribe. By Alice C. Fletcher and Francis La Flesche. (Lincoln:
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University of Nebraska Press, 1992. 660 pp. Illustrations, map, appendix, index. 2 vols. $12.95 each, paper.)

Zuni Ceremonialism. By Ruth L. Bunzel. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1992. xl + 368 pp. Charts, table, notes. $18.95
paper.)
Taking the Wheel: Women and the Coming of the Motor Age. By Virginia
Scharff. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1992. xi + 219
pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, index. $13.95 paper.) .
Personal Recollections and Observations of General Nelson A. Miles: Embracing a Brief View of the Civil War, Or From New England to the Golden
Gate. By General Nelson A. Miles. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1992. xxvii + 591 pp. Illustrations. 2 vols. $11.95 each, paper.)
To Build in a New Land: Ethnic Landscapes in North America. Edited by
Allen G. Noble. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992. x
+ 455 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00 cloth, $29.95 paper.)
American Indian Archery. By Reginald and Gladys Laubin. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xii + 179 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)
A Cycle of the West. By John G. Neihardt. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xii + 522 pp. Map, appendixes. $100.00.)
Buried Unsung: Louis Tikas and the Ludlow Massacre. By Zeese Papanikolas. (Lincoln: Unive~rsity of Nebraska Press, 1991. xix + 331 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.)
Goin' Railroading: Two Generations of Colorado Stories. By Marg~ret Coel.
(Boulder: Pruett Publishing Company, 1991. xiii + 180 pp. Illustrations,
map, bibliography. $15.95 paper.)
With Santa Anna in Texas: A Personal Narrative of the Revolution. By Jose
Enrique de la Pena. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press,
1992. xxix + 202 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $12.95 paper.)
Canyoneering: The San Rafael Swell. By Steve Allen. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1992. xviii + 256 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $14.95 paper.)
An End and a Beginning: The South Coast and Los Angeles, 1850-1887. By
Joseph S. O'Flaherty. (Los A!1geles: The Historical Society of Southern
California, 1992. 223 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$24.95.)
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Those Powerful Years: The South Coast and Los Angeles, 1887-1917. By
Joseph S. O'Flaherty. (Los Angeles: The Historical Society of Southern
California, 1992.357 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$29.95.)
Mirage-lilnd: Images of Nevada. By Wilbur S. Shepperson. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1992. xix + 190 pp. Notes, index. $19.95
paper.)
The Apaches: Eagles of the Southwest. By Donald E. Worcester (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. xvi + 389 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)
Tahoe Heritage: The Bliss Family of Glenbrook, Nevada. By Sessions S. Wheeler
and William W. Bliss. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1992. xv +
154 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index. $19.95.) ,
Crazy Horse: The Strange Man of the Oglalas. By Mari Sandoz. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xxvi + 428 pp. Map, notes, bibliography. $11.95 paper.)
Hell on the Border: He Hanged Eighty-Eight Men. By S. W. Harman. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xxix + 728 pp. Illustrations,
tables, iridex. $50.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
The Story of the Mine: As Illustrated by the Great Comstock Lode of Nevada.
By Charles Howard Shinn. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1980.
xv + 277 pp. lllustrations, notes. $12.95 paper.)
The United States and liltin America: Myths and Stereotypes of Civilization
and Nature. By Fredrick B. Pike. (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1992. xix + 442 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $40.00 cloth, $19.95
paper.)
The Lost Cause: The Confederate Exodus to Mexico. By Andrew Rolle. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. xii + 252 pp. Illustrations,
map, appendi?<es, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)

News Notes

The Center for 17th- & 18th-Century Studies at the William Andrews Clark Memorial Library at the University of California, Los Angeles has announced that the Ahmanson & Getty Fellowship Program
for 1993-94 will support research on the theme, American Dreams,
Western Images: Mapping the Contours of Western Experiences. Scholars whose research projects pertain to the theme, and whose doctorate
was awarded not more than six years prior to application, are encouraged to apply for a minimum of two and a maximum of three
academic quarters, in residence at UCLA and the Clark Library. Fellows
will be expected to participate in program workshops and seminars
and to present a paper. Stipends are $9,200 per academic quarter.
Address inquiries to Fellowship Coordinator, Center for 17th- & 18thCentury Studies, 1100 Glendon Avenue, Suite 1548, Los Angeles,.California 90024-1404; telephone (310) 206-8552; fax (310) 206-8577. Application deadline is March 15, 1993.
The University of New Mexico Press has published the Analytical
Lexicon of Navajo (1992) by Robert W. Young and William Morgan, Sr.,
with the assistance of Sally Midgette. This immense volume (8 1h" xlI",
xxii + 1466 pp.) will be most useful to scholars and native speakers
studying the morphology and structure of the Navajo language. This
important reference tool is available for $50.00 from the University of
107
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New Mexico Press, 1720 Lomas Boulevard, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87131-1591, (505) 277-4810.·
.
David J. Weber will direct a National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for College Teachers,- Colonial North America:
New Approaches to Its Hispanic Past, from June 28 to August 13, 1993.
The seminar will examine the Spanish origins of the southern United
States, from California to Florida. Participants may divide their time
equally between personal research projects in the rich DeGolyer Library
and reading and discussing new works on such topics as: the era of
exploration, its texts,' and its impact on Native Americans; the work
of Franciscan and Jesuit missionaries, their texts, and their impacts on
Native Americans; the formation of Indo-Hispanic communities; race,
class, and gender; the variety of ways in which Spanish influences
transformed the natural and native worlds, and the ways in which
those worlds altered Spanish culture and institutions. Applications are
invited from college teachers or independent scholars of American
culture and institutions who wish to broaden their understanding of
the nation's multi-ethnic origins, and Latin American specialists who
wish to learn more about peripheral regions of Spain's empire. The
seminar will meet on the campus of Southern Methodist University,
but will include one session and a weekend in San Antonio. The stipend
is $3,600. Applications must be postmarked by March 1, 1993; awards
will be announced March 26, 1993. For applications and further information, write to David J. Weber, Department of History, Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, Texas 75275.

